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‘English-only — Gunmenseize — Killingof 12lrag Gloria asked Gusto mong maging escort? 
zones’ setin 200 kidsin hostagessparks — tospareLGUs — IngTVreporter, nag-apply! 
Manila schools — Russian school mosque burning from IRA cut Ngayong alas-8 ng gabi, sa ABC 
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Solons agree to give | month 3 GMA delegation includes 
pay: ‘We’re not greedy’ 5 : i sons, in-laws, apos, yayas 
By Cynthia D, Balana and Carlito Pablo = By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 
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THE CALL for ibers of Ce ss tO k 
GA oe aa Oe warts ataniy [BA VAN, HAI 
which ranges in amounts from P65 million to d 


P200 million. JA dent Macapagal-Arroyo's 
The response of 37 congressmen yesterday 5 state visit to China, con- 
was to give up one month of their basic BALANCED sidering that her husband, 

SOLONS/AI3 SEA = ===" aka GMA/A4 


It seems so for Presi- 
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leave 


GMA spells 
out austerity 
measures for 


all officials 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


OFFICIALS living “lavish lifestyles” 
and violating the government's aus- 
terity measures at this time of eco- 
nomic hardship will be fired and crim- 
inally charged. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo aired this wam- 
ing as she issued Administrative Order No. 103 
imposing mandatory cost-cutting measures on 
all national government agencies, state colleges 
and universities, and government-owned and 
-controlled corporations (GOCCs). 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye defined lav- 
ish lifestyle as “living beyond your means or 
living in a manner that is not appropriate” to 
the times. 

“You have to consider the straits that we 
are in, and we have to try to be modest in our 
living. That's provided for in the code of con- 
duct for government employees,” he said. 

Bunye said agencies like the Presidential 
Anti-Graft Commission would continue inves- 
tigating the lifestyles of public officials. 

Since AO 103 covers only the executive 
branch, Ms Arroyo called on Congress, the ju- 
diciary and local government units to adopt 
the cost-cutting measures to help the govern- 

PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo, accompanied by Chinese President Hu Jintao, troops the line of the towering Chinese honor guard during the welcoming ceremony ment solve the fiscal crisis. 

outside the Great Hall of the People in Bejing on Wednesday. (See story on Page 44) vusunouon “The legislative and judicial branches of 
government, as well as agencies vested with 

. b o Fiscal autonomy, such as constitutional com- 
BIR misses August collection target 1% mea 
(0) urged to adopt the provisions of this order,” Ms 

Arroyo said in the AO issued on Wednesday. 

By Carlito Pablo pressure for collection efficiency and leakage" of PSO billion a year from un- — “That's already 10 times the PS-bil- — "Local government units are reminded to 

the much-publicized efforts to prose- der-deciared imports, which surfaced lion cut from our pork barrel,” Lapus adhere to prescribed limits in personal ser- 

THE BUREAU of Internal Revenue suf- cute tax cheats.” at the first hearing by the House ways said, eliciting laughter from legislators vices expenditures under the Local Govern- 

fered a 31-percent shortfall in tax col He said it was “frightening that the and means committee. attending the hearing on the new taxes... ment Code, and to maximize the utilization of 

lection last month, prompting Rep. gap continues to widen despite BIR’s Rep. Jesli Lapus (NPC, Tarlac), chair being proposed by Malacafiang. 20 percent of their internal revenue allotment 

Joey Salceda (Lakas-Kampi, Albay) to frantic resort to unorthodox methods” of the committee, came up with the es- — Preliminary figures showed that the (IRA) for development projects,” she said. 

tall che deficiency one of the "escalat. such as the BIR' move requiring banks timate based on the admission by Cus- BIR would miss its collection target of — ThePresidentscall was on top of her move 

ing signs of (a) fiscal crisis.” to pay documentary stamp tax in ad- toms Commissioner George Jereos that P43.1 billion in August, according to cutting lawmakers’ pork barrel or Priority De- 
Salceda, chair of the House commit- vance. his agency could be losing 20 percentto Salced velopment Assistance Fund (PDAF) for 2005 
tee on economic affairs, said the BIR Another sign of the fiscal crisis is the SO percent in potential collections from revenues were expected to by 40 percent. 

shortfall came “despite increased public Bureau of Customs’ “unrecognized imports. BIR MISSES/B13 LIVEAA 


House resolution seeks mog | Activist 
to put cap on debt payments priest urges 


Ite 
gov't: Tax 
By Cynthia D. Balana the consolidated public sector full force of a law once approved 


debt ofat least PS.3 trillion. by Congress. El Shaddai 
LIMITING debt service at levels Rep. Edcel Lagman (Aksyon Lagman said Majority Leader 


that will not adversely affect the Demokratiko, Albay), author of Prospero Nograles (Lakas, Davao 
delivery of basicserviceshasbeen the resolution, said HR 0002 City), chair of the House commit- By Volt Contreras, Christine. 
endorsed in the House of Repre- would be the first measure to be tee on rules, had approved the i Gaylican and Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
sentatives. tackled for plenary consideration resolution because of its “critical } Sizi PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 

‘The proposal is contained in in the House because debt ser- immediacy.” š J HERO Ko 
House Resolution No. 0002, vice, according to him, was the He noted that debt relief was AA nap go the aya 
which calls for the creation of a principal cause of the fiscal crisis not among the policy actions the [ohjat ss kan a 
Congressional Commission on gripping the country- Department of Finance had pre- 5 n wealthy Church backed ministry 
Debt that will conduct an auditof — The resolution will have the HOUSE RESOLUTION/ AS groups like the El Shaddai and 


‘Couples for Christ, activist Catholic 
€ ? priest Robert Reyes said yesterday. 

teener 1st ‘Struga’ laureate Tec wiped Caan ae 

a known as the “Running Priest,” 

told the lIngumga that the 
“trans-parochial” movements 
could probably be taxed, or else 


NINETEEN-YEAR-OLD Filipino Struga, Macedonia. 
poet Angelo V Suarez is the first — Located on the shores of Lake 
Taureate of "Bridges of Struga,” a Ohrid, the town is laced with kanan Baise hana ae] 
new international poetry prize bridges and dotted with delight- government, 
Created by the international festi- ful architecture—a romantic set- They were not the Church in 
val Struga Poetry Evenings in co- ting for the world's largest poetry Garon ie PONA ok bat 
operation with the Unesco to re- gathering. corporations that practiced tithing 
ward young poets from all over The most spectacular evening among its members, pooled big 
the world. of the festival is one simply called KAG. best 
Suarez, a fourth-year literature “Bridges.” This is when the poets Thee waa DRE and invested, 
student of the University of Santo address the audience with their in stocks, bonds and real estate. 
W Tomas, received the award forhis poetry from the bridge where the Reyes was reacting to a plea aired 
NG collection of poems, The Nymph Drim river exits from the Ohrid aa Tadi by Inte NEED 
Fi MTV (UST Publishing House). lake. Femando Capalla, head of the 
4 He was chosen from among 24 In this perfect setting, visitors < lic Sedie 
MENG PP NA 3 candidates from 15 Unesco mem- listen to verses from almost every | DUMP THE DUMP Actress Chin Chin Gutierrez leads the a sat 
MAA. YI ber stares. kae he word including Ponu. | International Coalition of Activists in Obando, Bulacan, Em 
YOUNG Filipino poet Angelo The prize-giving ceremony gal, the Philippines, the Nether- dance cum protest to dose the Tanza dump. They claim improper solve the country’s financial crisis by 
‘Saved comes hoina iran was held at the poetry festival lands, Croatia, Sudan, India, | wastedisposalimpacts the health of children worldwide. giving cash to the government, 
Macedonia wi from Aug. 25 to 29 in the town of RP TEENER/ A4 ACTIVIST/AL3 
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Miriam, Dick clash over power rate hike 


By Chris 


je O, Avendaño other senators had asked ques- gear ae ees 
ms and he would like to ask his 
own question. 
“All senators have equal rights 
to aska question,” Gordon said. 
Santiago agreed with Gordon's 
statement but added that as ener- 


gy committee chair it was her role 


committee hearing but Santiago 
asked Meralco officials to pro- 
ceed with their presentation. 

Gordon again insisted that his 
query to Albano be answered first 
before Meralco proceeded with 
the presentation. 

At this point, Santiago called 
for a one-minute suspension of 
the hearing, 

Anirate Gordon then stood up 
and walked around, mumbling at 
the same time. A grim-faced San- 
tiago, on the other hand, sat in 
quiet contemplation. 

Sen. Lito Lapid, who sat next to 
Gordon, stood up and tried to 
pacify the latter. Lapid later told 
reporters he had asked Gordon to 
go with him to the executive 
lounge to have coffee but the lat- 
ter did not want to do so. 

When the hearing resumed; 
Gordon said he was withdrawing 
his query to Albano “in the spirit 
of comity” and in order for Meral- 
co to make its presentation. 

Later on, Sen. Alfredo Lim asked 
that the words “lucid interval” be 
stricken off the record of the com- 
mittee, prompting Gordon to ex- 
plain again that he was not refer- 
ring this term to anybody. 

“Tm sorry if some people felt 
alluded to that,” Gordon said. 

In the end, both Santiago and 
Gordon reconciled in front of tele- 
Vision! cameras and photographers. 


WHAT started as a Senate hear- 
ing turned into a verbal tussle 
after two senators, both feisty 
and outspoken, and incidental- 
ly, both lawyers by profession, 
clashed over the new power 
rate hikes to keep the committee in order. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- To which Gordon asked 
go and neophyte Sen, Richard whether he was out of order and, 
Gordon yesterday engaged in a if he were, why she thought he 
heated exchange during the Sen- was out of order. 
ate energy committee hearing “You are violating the schedule 
looking into the new power rate of the committee,” Santiago 
increase in Metro Manila. replied. 

Still fuming, Gordon later Gordon then insisted he had on- 
walked out of the hearing, ly asked one question, prompting 

Tt all started when Gordon re- Santiago to tell Meralco officials to 
acted adversely to Santiago's proceed with their presentation. 

ind E julato- 

moveto remind Energy Regulato. Lisle interval 


1y Commission chair Rodolfo Al- I N 
bano to make his reply briefona — “Madame chair, I would like to 
protest the very dictatorial ten- 


query made by Gordon. hu 
Gordon had asked Albanowho dency which perhaps is caused by 
the lack of the lucid interval at 


was going to ultimately bear the 

costs ofthe new powerratehike. the moment,” Gordon shot back. 
Santiago countered: “Your 

honor, we might exchange heated 

words but to speak of lucid inter- 

valis unethical.” 

Gordon then told Santiago he 
was not referring to anybody when 
he used the term “lucid interval.” 

It was at this point that com- 
mittee member Sen. Serge Osme- 
fia NI] intervened and asked for a 
one-minute suspension of the 


Presentation 

Santiago, who chairs the energy 
committee, did so because she said. 
the committee still had to listen to 
officials of the Manila Electric 
Company (Meralco) who were ser 
to make their presentation on the 
17.37-centavo increase in power 
rates in the metropolis. 


But Gordon told Santiago that Alfredo 


Graft raps filed vs Obet over P2-B midnight deal” 


By Armand N. Nocum but greatly disadvantageous to 
the government. 

“Why kill the goose that lays the 
golden eggs?" Bautista asked in a- 
news briefing, claiming that the 
chocolate and snack concession 
chalked up an annual gross sale of 
$40 million or P2.2 billion. 

“With the 35 percent profit 
margin, DFP realizes a gross profit 
of $14 million or P784 million per 
year," he said in the complaint. 

On the other hand, the July 
30 memorandum of agreement 
between DFP General Manager 
Michael Christian U. Kho and 
the Eastern Duty Free (EDF) 
Management (Services) Ltd. 
would only result in the govern- 
mentreceiving 20 percent of the 
gross sales as the DFP's "guaran- 
teed net proceeds,” 

But in a statement, Kho said 


the contract was transparent and 
above board. 

Kho also described as "mali- 
cious” allegations that Pagdan- 
ganan ordered him to enter into 
the deal, saying that the "DFP 
alone received, evaluated, nego- 
tiated, and recommended" the 
approvalofthe contract. 

“Notably, a 15 percent differ- 
ence or $6 million or P336 million 
will figuratively be deprived (sic) 
annually” from the DFP and the 
government should the deal push 
through, Bautista said. 

‘The entire DFP has gross sales 
ofP7.15 billion. 

“They have been meeting se- 
cretly to ink the deal. We only 
learned about it when the PTA 
(Philippine Tourism Authority) 
board was about to ratify it last 
week. This smells a lot like a mid- 


night deal to us,” said Bautista in 
apress statement. 

‘According to him, the PTA board 
even met on Aug. 25 while Ty- 
phoon Marce was raging and even 
after the President suspended the 
operation of government offices. 

Fortunately, he said, other con- 
cessionaires learned about the PTA 
meeting and offered higher bids. 
‘This forced the board to order Kho 
to get EDF to match the.price of- 
fered by the other concessionaires. 

‘He said Executive Order No. 46, 
which authorizes the then Min- 
istry of Tourism to “establish a du- 
ty free merchandising system” 
through the PTA, is clear in saying 
that “In the event that the opera- 
tion of the stores is to be contract- 
ed to private parties, the award 
therefore shall be done through 
the usual public bidding.” 


DURING his last days in govern- 
ment, former Tourism Secretary 
Roberto Pagdanganan reportedly 
worked to ratify a deal which 
gave away Duty Free Philippines’ 
P2-billion chocolate and snack 
concession to a British Virgin Is- 
land-based company. 

In a graft complaint filed be- 
fore the Office of the Ombuds- 
man yesterday, the head of the 
Dury Free Philippines Employees 
Association (DFPEA) claimed the 
deal would result in the govern- 
ment losing P336 million yearly 
or P1.6 billion in five years when 
the contract expires. 

In a five-page complaint, DF- 
PEA President Alfredo Bautista 
said the lack of public bidding has 
not only made the deal illegal, 


MAGSAYSAY AWARDEES 

Winners of the 2004 Ramon Magsaysay Awards, widely regarded as the Asian equivalent of the Nobel Peace Prize, pose for posterity 
following the awarding rites. This year’s winners include (from left) Haydee Yorac of the Philippines for Government Service, Prayong 
Ronnarong of Thailand for Community Leadership, Benjamin Abadiano of the Philippines for Emergent Leadership, Ibn Abdur Rehman of 
Pakistan for Peace and International Understanding, Abdullah Abu Sayeed of Bangladesh for Journalism, Literature and Creative 
Communication Arts and Laxminarayan Ramdas of India for Peace and International Understanding. Not in photo is Jiang Yanyong of 
China, who won the award for Public Service. The winners of the awards each receive a medallion and a cash prize. PAGBAOPUNTALAN 


Gonzalez not inclined to reopen Ninoy case RP plans 
By Philip C. Tubeza to partially lift 


Iraq labor ban 


THE PHILIPPINE government is 
considering partially lifting a six- 
week-old ban on its civilians 
seeking work in Iraq, officials 
said Wednesday. 

‘The Philippines banned its na- 
tionals from flying to Iraq follow- 
ing the abduction in July of a Fil- 
ipino truck driver. 

“labor Secretary Patricia Santo 
‘Tomas said labor and foreign de- 
partment officials have recommend- 
ed the panial lifting of the ban amid 
appeals from the United States. 

The officials proposed that Ms 
“They did not say anything Arroyo allow Filipinos to work in 
that was not already said in the two US-run military camps in 
last 20 years,” Gonzalez said. ighdad, Camp Anaconda and 

Public Attomeys Office chief Per- Camp Victory, Santo Tomas said. 
sida Rueda-Acosta, who is handling — "The president would be the one 
the convicts’ appeal, said her office to decide," Santo Tomas said. Ms Ar- 
was sill collating the statements of. royo flew to China for a three-day 
possible witnesses in the case. early Wednesday. AFP 


1983, adding that they were peo- 
ple who were unfortunate victims 
ofcircumstance. 

“They were in the wrong place 
ar the wrong time,” he said of 
some of the 15 remaining soldiers 
convicted for the crime. 

Gonzalez, who said he knows 
the case “like the palm of my 
hand," said he considers the mur- 
ders as "unsolved” crimes since 
the masterminds have not been 
brought to justice. 

Gonzalez prosecuted the case 
before the Sandiganbayan when 
hewas serving as Tanodbayan, the 
precursor of the Ombudsman, 
during the Aquino administration. 

He said former President Cora- 
zon Aquino was "not happy” with 
the result of the Sandiganbayan 
trial in 1990 that found the sol- 
diers guilty because the brains be- 
hind the killings were still free. 

‘The Sandiganbayan convicted 
16 soldiers for the murders of 


‘Aquino and Galman when the case 
was first reopened after the 1986 
Edsa People Power Revolution that 
toppled the Marcos dictatorship. 

The convicts now want the case 
reopened again. One of them, 
M/Sgt. Pablo Martinez, even 
claimed that a close relative of Presi- 
dent Aquino was behind the killings. 

But Gonzalez said that reopen- 
ing the case based only on the sol- 
dier statements was a "long 
shot" as they have yet to present 
any new credible evidence. 

He said he visited the convicts 
last year at the New Bilibid Pris- 
ons but they did not present any 
newly discovered evidence. 


‘THE NEW Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez yesterday said he 
would himself be quite happy to 
have the Aquino-Galman double 
murder case reopened as he be- 
lieves that some of the soldiers 
who were convicred for the 
killings were only "victims of 
cumstance.” 

But for the case to be revived, 
new and credible evidence must 
first be presented, he said. 

Gonzalez said the case would not 
bea priority under his watch unless 
new witnesses or evidence is pre- 
sented. 

“You really have to have new 
evidence. 1 would be happy if 
there was one," he said. 

The justice secretary said he 
believed that some of the convict- 
ed soldiers were nor aware of the 
military plot to kill Sen. Benigno 
“Ninoy” Aquino Jr. on Aug. 21, 

a 


SEN. RICHARD "Dick" Gordon walks out during the Senate hearing on Meralco's power rate 
increase following a heated argument with Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago (right). At left is 


Sen. 
JEssvuson 


Noli fails to show up 
as caretaker at Palace 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana require De Castro's presence. 

"Tt depends on what will come 
up. We might have visitors who 
may wish to have an audience 
with either the President or the 
Vice President. Im sure the VP 
will be very glad to meet these 
visitors,” Bunye said. 

Dale Zapata, De Castro’s me- 
dia coordinator, said the Vice 
“President held meetings in his 
own office. 

She said De Castro was present 
atthe send-off ceremonies for Ms 
Arroyo at the Villamor Airbase 
where she boarded a chartered 
Philippine Airlines flight for Bei- 
jing at 6 a.m. yesterday. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita presided at a meeting of 
the caretaker committee at the 
Mabini Hall yesterday morning. 

Bunye said the meeting was 
about the “follow-up activities” to 
the day-long Cabinet workshop 
held last Tuesday, which Ms Ar- 
royo and De Castro attended to- 
gether with all the members of 
the Cabinet 

He said those who attended 
the caretaker committee meeting 
were “officials who are holding 
office in Malacanang.” 


THE “GOVERNMENT caretak- 
er” was a no-show at the Palace 
on the first day of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's three-day 
trip to China. 

It could have been the weath- 
ex, or perhaps he did not find 
anything meaningful to do in 
Malacahang, but Vice President 
Noli de Castro did not bother to 
show up at the first meeting of 
the caretaker committee early 
yesterday. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
was at a loss to explain De Cas- 
0's absence. 

“Idon't have the answer to that 
but according to the order of the 
President, the Vice President will 
be taking care of ceremonial du- 
ties while the administrative du- 
ties would be discharged by the 
Executive Secretary.” Bunye said 
ata briefing. 

But Bunye said there was really 
“no need” for De Castro's physical 
presence in Malacafiang as the 
President’s foreign trip was of 
short duration. 

He said no ceremonial func- 
tions were scheduled that would 


NEwsBRIEFS 
Flood toll rises to 43 


THE DEATH toll from last week's floods in the north has climbed to 43, while 
one person is still missing, disaster relief officials said yesterday. 

Ning other people have been injured and a total of 1.86 million residents in 
17 provinces have been affected by destruction brought on by a week of 
heavy monsoon rains, Civil Defense Administrator Elma Aldea said. 

Aldea said of the 43 deaths, 35 had drowned and the others had been elec- 
trocuted or buried in mudslides. At least 15 fatalities were children and 
teenagers, she said. 

More than 53,000 people were evacuated to safer grounds as floods engulfed 
their homes and turned ricetields and roads into virtual lakes and rivers. 

As of Wednesday, nearly 28,000 people remained in evacuation centers, of- 
ficiats said. AP 


NDF, MILF seal alliance 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The communist National Democratic Front and 
separatist Moro islamic Liberation Front formalizad their political alliance by 
signing a unity statement opposing the joint military exercises with the Unit- 
ed States here on Monday. 

“We are in a political alliance and cooperation for the common struggle we 
are waging, We can't give further details on our alliance for these would 
surely be taken advantage of by our enemies,” said the NDF's chief peace 
negotiator, Luis Jalandoni, who signed the statement forthe group. 

Maufana Alonto, a member of the MILF peace panel, signed the unity state- 
ment tor the MILF separatist group. 

They said that with the joint military exercises, known as the Balikatan 
(Shoulder to Shoulder, the US was interfering in the peace talks wth the 
MILF and the NOF. Grace Cantal-Albasin, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Estrada seeks return of defense lawyers 

AS THE new deadline tor the presentation of evidence nears, jailed ex-Presi- 

dent Estrada has asked the Sandiganbayan antigraft court to allow the re- 

turn of the nine-person defense team that he fired two years ago. 

Estrada said in a motion that he now wanted the panel led by lawyer Rena 

Saguisag to represent him in place of his four court-appointed lawyers. 

‘The motion, filed yesterday, may result in the delay of the resumption of 

Estrada's plunder trial set for Sept. 6, because Estrada said his lawyers 

should be given more time to rearrange their schedules. 

“I plan to reengage Atty. Saguisag as lead counsel, who is asking for mora 

time," said Estrada, who is facing plunder and perjury charges before the 

anligra cour. 

But Saguisag said he was “not really inclined” to rejoin Estrada's defanse 

team, citing “problems” Involving the twice-a-week marathon hearings. 
Armand N. Nocum 


MEDIA KILLINGS 

Filomena Legaspi-Rosales, wife of slain RTC judge Voltaire Rosales, 
breaks down as she recounts the last day of her husband during a 
hearing of joint committees of public order, illegal drugs and 
human rights regarding Task Force Newsman. Fsyuson 


Planned closure of RP consulate 
on Sundays irks Pinay maids in HK 


HONG KONG—Filipino maids in 
Hong Kong expressed anger 
Wednesday at a cost-saving pro- 
posal to close their consulate on 
Sundays—the only day many do- 
mestic helpers can go there. 

Hong Kong's thousands of Fil- 
ipino maids work six days a week 
and they viewed it as a major vic- 
tory two years ago when the 
Philippine Consulate General be- 
gan opening on Sundays to make 
iteasier for them to conduct busi- 
ness there, 

‘The acting head of a group rep- 
resenting migrant workers said the 
leaders of 96 local Filipino organi- 
zations have expressed their frus- 


tration with the proposal, which 
was outlined in a questionnaire 
sent to Filipinos. 

“lt is an outrageous proposal,” 
said Vicky Casia-Cabantac of the 
Migrante sectoral party. But she at- 
tributed it to the fact that “our gov- 
emment is bankrupt” and could 
save money by closing on Sundays. 

No one from the consulate im- 
mediately returned a phone call 
from the Associated Press. 

More than 120,000 Filipinos are 
employed as domestic helpers in 
Hong Kong, where they are paid 
little by local standards but can 
eam enough money to support 
families back home. 
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Talks to settle Naia terminal 3 row set 


EXPLORATORY talks have been set for next 
week with the consortium that built the an- 
nulled Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport Ter- 
minal 3 project for a possible settlement, Solici- 
tor General Alfredo Benipayo said yesterday. 

Benipayo said the government would want 
to know if the Philippine International Air 
Terminals Co. (Piatco) is agreeable to the gov- 
ernments preconditions for any settlement 
on the $650-million project. 

The preconditions include a “thorough in- 
spection" of the terminal to make sure that it is 
structurally sound and safe for air commuters 
and an independent audit to determine its “ac- 
‘ual and reasonable cost,” Benipayo 

“You cannot buy a house without looking 
inside it first. There should be no talks about a 
settlement without finding out first if the ter- 
minal is structurally sound,” he said. 

In May 2003, the Supreme Court annulled 
Piatco's contract for Terminal 3 for violations of 
the Anti-Dummy Law and the build-operate- 
transfer (BOT) law. The high court said the gov- 
emment was legally allowed to take over the 


Ouake rocks Mindanao 


A MODERATE earth". Phivolcs said the 
quake rocked the temblor which was 
eastern section of also felt in southern 
MindanaoearlyWed- Baganga town and 
nesday, but there nearby Davao City, 
were no immediate could have been 
reports of casualties caused by the move- 
or damage, officials ment of tectonic 
said. plates. No damage 
The 5.6-magni- or aftershocks were 
tude quake wascen- expected, the insti- 
tered in waters off tute said. 
Davao Oriental pro- — The Philippines is 
vince's Mati town, along the so-called 
about 1,100 kilome- Pacific “Ring of 
ters southeast of Fire,” where earth- 
Manila, the Philip- quakes and volcanic 
pine Institute of Vol activity are com- 
canology and Seis- mon. 
mology said. A magnitude 7.7 
earthquake in 1990 
killed nearly 2,000 
people on the main 


terminal because of Piatco's violations. 

Piatco and its German-based partner, Fra- 
Port, brought separate international arbitration 
suits in Singapore and the United States against 
the government as a result of the decis 

Because of the impasse, the new terminal 
hasbeen mothballed indefinitely. 

Piatco is asking the government for at least 
$520 million in compensation for the construction 


of the terminal. The govemment has offered to: 


ay $350 million, which the company declined. 
Benipayo said government representatives had 
met with Piatco and Fraport officials but nothing 
came of the talks because Piatco failed to take any 
steps to fulfill the government's preconditions. 
Benipayo said Piatco had locked out the gov- 
ernment from the facility. Despite repeated re- 
‘quests, it has refused to allow inspection of the 
terminal or to open its financial books, he said. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered that 
all discussions on the terminal be conducted only 
on a "lawyer-to-lawyer basis” between the gov- 
emment's counsel—Benipayo, Justice Florentino 
Feliciano and the intemationa! law firm White 


and Case and the lawyers of Piatco and Fraport. 

“While the government is prepared to listen 
carefully to good faith proposals leading to pos- 
sible settlement, it has to be made clear that the 
government is under no obligation to take over 
and pay for the terminal,” Benipayo said. 

He said the terminal was built under the 
built operate-transfer scheme “precisely be- 
cause government lacked the necessary finan- 
cial resources to build it” 

He said that if government were to opt for 
spending public money to operate the terminal, 
it would do so only after determining the true 
condition of Terminal 3 “and of what actually 
and reasonably went into the construction 
thereof, and the requirements of the best inter- 
ests of the country and ih the spirit of full trans- 
parency and accountability” 

Piatco is 60-percent owned by the Chinese- 
Filipino Cheng family, 30 percent by Fraport 
and 10 percent by the Japan-based Nissho Iwai. 
Piatco said it owes $350 million to Takenaka In- 
ternational Corp., the Japanese company con- 
tracted to build the facility. Philip C. Tubeza 
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BEIJING (via PLDT)—In what of- 
ficials called a breakthrough, the 
Philippines and China yesterday 
agreed to conduct a “seismic 
study” of potential petroleum re- 
serves in some areas in the South 
China Sea, possibly including the 
disputed Spratly islands. 

‘The joint undertaking, involving 
the Philippine National Oil Corp. 
and the China National Offshore Oil 
Corp., was one of five agreements 
hammered out on the first day of 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
three-day state visit to China. 

China and the Philippines are 
among six Asian countries which 
have laid claims to the Spratlys. 

The signing of the accords, 
which also included the proposed 
North Railway project, came after 
Ms Arroyo was accorded wel- 
come honors by Chinese Presi- 
dent Hu Jintao at the grand Great 
Hallofthe People. 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez 
said the three-year study would en- 
tail the collection, processing and 
analysis of “seismic data” in certain 
areas of the South China Sea. 

“This undertaking will allow us 
to understand the depth of the po- 
tential of the petroleum resources 
in certain areas of the South China 
Sea," he told reporters 

Perez stressed that the under- 
taking, which will cost the two 
state oil companies some $7 mil- 
lion, was merely a “pre-explo- 
ration research study,” and not an 
exploration and development 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is seen off at the airport 


by Vice President Noli de Castro who has been 


designated government caretaker. 


project. 

“Hopefully, we'll be able to find 
out, once and for all, whether 
there is any oil and gas potential 
in certain areas of the South Chi- 
na Sea.” 

Perez called the undertaking “a 
diplomatic breakthrough.” 

Silvestre Afable Jr, communi- 
cations director, said he did not 
believe the project would draw 
protests from other claimant- 
countries because this was mere- 
Jya "scientific study.” 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is welcomed by Chinese- 


ino tycoon George Ty upon arrival at the Beijing 


rocenwrcao International Airport. Behind are Speaker Jose de Venecia and the rest of the Philippine delegation. vaisanouon 


The ,PNOC and its Chinese 
counterpart last year signed a let- 
ter of intent to Conduct joint oil 
and gas exploration activities in 
the South China Sea. 

Perez stressed that, by entering 
the undertaking, the Philippines 
was not “waiving any rights or 
claims to the South China Sea.” 

Perez did not specify the areas 
where the study would be con- 
ducted. But in the earlier agree- 
ment between the two com) 
nies, the Spratlys were consid- 


Live simply or simply leave 
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The austerity measures include 
the suspension of local and for- 
eign travel, seminars, parties and 
sports activities, new benefits to 
officers and employees, payment 
ofovertime pay and procurement 
of new vehicles. 

Ms Arroyo issued her stern 
warning during the oath-taking 
of members of her new Cabinet in 
Malacafiang on Tuesday night. 

“Profligacy brings shame not 
only to their employees and re- 
spective agencies but also to me 
and the entire government,” she 
told her appointees. 

She also said she chose her Cab- 
inet officials not because they 
were friends, associates or politi- 
cal allies, “but because I am de- 
pending on them to be my first 
team in implementing ray pro 
grams and executing my policies 


To meet targets 

‘The President said that in order 
to meet fiscal targets, maintain 
economic stability and improve in- 
vestor confidence, the government 
must undertake cost-cutting mea- 
sures to reduce expenses and chan- 
nel scarce resources to her 
10-point pro-poor program. 

She directed the GOCCs, gov- 
ernment financial institutions 
and other corporate entities and 
their subsidiaries to “contribute 
to reducing the consolidated pub- 
licsector deficitand debt.” 


Some senators have trained 
their guns on GOCCs such as the 
debtridden National Power Corp. 

Ms Arroyo ordered the suspen- 
sion of all tax expenditure subsi 
dies to GOCCs, government corpo- 
rate entities and local goverment 
units except those allowed by the 
Fiscal Incentives Review Board. 


Suspensions, cuts 

In AO 103, the President or- 
dered: 

The suspension of foreign 
travel except for ministerial meet- 
ings and scholarship or training 
not funded by the government; lo- 
cal travel unless allowed by the 
secretary or head of agency, pur- 
chase of any type of vehicle except 
ambulances and vehicles needed 
by the military and police; semi- 
nars and workshops; expansion of 
organizational units and creation 
of new posts; celebrations, cultural 
or sports activities, and donations, 
contributions or grants. 

© A 10-percent cut on services 
of consultants, technical assis- 
tants, contractual and casual em- 
ployees, and on the consumption 
of fuel, water, office supplies, 
electricity and other utilities. 

© The payment of additional 
time or days off in lieu of over- 
time pay. 

‘© The strict enforcement of 
the Government Electronic Pro- 
urement System in the procure- 
ment of goods and services, and 
the realignment of capital expen- 


ditures and savings to programs 
under the 10-point agenda. 

© The attrition law prohibit- 
ing the filling of positions vacated 
by resignation, retirement, dis- 
missalor death. 

‘© The grant of honoraria or al- 
lowances for teaching personnel, 
lecturers, resource persons, coordi- 
nators and facilitators in seminars 
or training programs; for chairs and 
members of boards, councils or en- 
tities not paid salaries but given 
honoraria; and for those involved in 
government procurement. 

‘© The suspension of the grant 
of new or additional benefits to 
full-time officials and employees, 
except for collective negotiation 
agreements and those allowed 
through presidential issuances. 

Ms Arroyo also directed all 
heads of agencies to prepare their 
respective austerity plans. 

She directed the Commission 
on Audit to “assist in monitoring 
and ensuring strict compliance” 
ofthe austerity measures. 


Jeeps 

‘Administration Sen, Alfredo Lim 
hasa tip for the cash-strapped trea- 
sury: Require all goverment offi- 
cials to use jeeps. 

At a press conference, Lim, 
who had given up his PDAF for 
2005, said public servants should 
set the example by “leading sim- 
ple, decent lifestyles.” 

He proposed that the adminis- 
tration recall all private cars and 


ered among the potential areas 
for exploration. 

‘The other agreements includ- 
ed China's financing for the com- 
pletion of $400-million phase 1 
(Caloocan-Malolos-Clark) of the 
North Rail project by 2008, mutu- 
al visa waiver for diplomatic pass- 
ports, and cooperation on 
tourism and fisheries. 

The two countries agreed to 
cooperate on defense and securi- 
ty by sharing intelligence and 
technology, Afable said. 


other luxury vehicles issued to 
government bureaus and offices, 
and replace these with jeeps. 

He said proceeds from the sale 
of the luxury vehicles could raise 
the much-needed money. 

Lim said luxury cars bearing 
government plates did not sit well 
with the nature of public office, 
especially ar this time of crisis 

es hard to imagine how one 
government official can, in con- 
science, enjoy the comfort of a ve- 
hicle worth millions of pesos 
while [looking at] the rest of the 
population waiting in long lines 
under the heat of the sun just to 
geta jeepney ride,” he said. 

‘Asked about the security night- 
mare that could result from the use 
of open jeeps, he quipped: "It is eas- 
ier to jump from the jeep than a car 
[during an assassination attempt]. 
You don't need to open any door.” 

To a reporter's statement that 
he was over-reacting, he respond- 
ed: “They want us to sacrifice, to 
observe belt-tightening mea- 
sures, don't they?” 


Creativity 

During turnover ceremonies 
yesterday, Education Secretary 
Florencio “Butch” Abad said the 
fiscal crisis was both "a problem 
and an opportunity” because it 
would force the Department of 
Education to be creative in maxi- 
mizing resources, 

Abad later told reporters AO 
103 would mean less travels and 


The President and First Gentle- 
man Jose Miguel Arroyo were 
welcomed by Hu and his wife, Liu 
Yongquing, at the stately Great 
Hall of the People. 

They were accorded full mili- 
tary honors, including a 21-gun 
salute, outside the eastern gate of 
the Great Hall, which overlooks 
the Tiananmen Square. 

Ms Arroyo began her state visit 
with a briefing on SARS in 
Guangzhou, capital of Guang- 
dong, where the outbreak last 


definitely no luxury vehicles. 

"I will have to take this up with 
our [Executive Committee] so we 
can also respond to the call for bur- 
den-sharing and austerity mea- 
sures by the President," he said. 

But he added that during a work- 
shop in Malacahang the other day, 
the Cabinet recognized that educa- 
tion remained a priority area. 

Abad, a former Batanes congress- 
man, took over from Edilberto de Je- 
sus, who headed the DepEd for the 
last two years and two weeks. 

in earlier interviews, other 
DepEd officials said their P111-bil- 
lion proposed budget was hardly 
enough to cover the additional re- 
quirements for teachers, class- 
rooms and textbooks because of 
expanding enrollment. 

De Jesus had said that with 90 
percent of their budget going to 
the salaries alone of their more 
than half a million teachers and 
non-teaching personnel, they did 
not foresee any savings left. 


His own car 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez promised to cut expenses at 
the Department of Justice by cut- 
ting down on his own privileges. 

“Lam not going to use my offi- 
cial car here [in Manila]," he said, 
adding that he would also limit the 
number of his security escorts. 

Gonzalez made the promise af- 
ter formally taking over the DOJ 
from acting Justice Secretary Ma. 
Merceditas Gutierrez, who has 


GMA delegation includes sons, in-laws, apos, yayas 


From page Al 
brother-in-law, two sons and 
their wives, two grandchildren, 
not to mention their nannies, are 
part of her entourage. 

But Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye was quick to say that the Presi- 
dent's first foreign trip after the 
May elections had been “cut to the 


Correction 


IN THE Aug. 29 issue, the In- 
auirer Visayas page missta 

ed the contact number of 
Joseph Arceo, the father of 
an 1-year-old boy who is 
suffering from sarcoma can- 
cer. Those who want to help 
the boy may contact Joseph 
Arceo at 0916-754- 
1772—not 0916-754-1172. 


Readers may send their re- 
quests for correction of factual 
Errors in writing to Gerry Lirio 
city editor, Philippine Daily In- 
(quires, PDI Building, Chino Ro- 
ces Avenue comer Mascardo 
Street, Makati City; fax Nos. 
897-4793/94; e-mail address- 
esglirio@inquirercomph and 
doydesk@inquirercom.ph. 

‘Complaints about lack offair- 
ness or objectivity may be sent to 
Raul Palabrica, readers’ advo- 
cate, the same address and fax 
numbers as those of the city edi- 
tor, and e-mail address:rpalabri- 
cats inguirercom ph. 


bare minimum,” with only 16, in- 
cluding the First Couple, their el- 
der son (Rep. Mikey Arroyo) and 
her brother-in-law (Rep. Ignacio 
Arroyo) inthe official delegation. 

Bunye stressed that the govern- 
ment would shoulder only the ex- 
penses of the members ofthe official 
delegation, whose travel expenses 
and allowances, including the actual 
hotel room rates, would be charged 
to their respective offices. 

Still, although he had been 
claiming that the government 
had gone out of its way to keep 
the trip simple in line with the 
austerity measures of Ms Arroyo, 
Bunye could not give the exact 
number of her entourage or the 


RP teener 
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Turkey, Serbia and Montenegro, 
Peru and Macedonia. 

This year's 43rd edition of the 
Struga Poetry Evenings was at- 
tended by some 20 poets and this 
year's laureates—Golden Wreath 
winner Vasco Graca Moura, and 
young poets Suarez and Petko 
Dabeski. 

Moura is a leading contempo- 
rary poet of the Portuguese lan- 
gunge. He has published more 


exact cost of the state visit 
He also did not mention that 
the government would foot the 
bill of sending a support staff of 
41 from the Office of the Press 
Secretary, the Presidential Securi- 
ty Group and the Office of the 
President, as well as the crew of 
state-owned broadcast stations 
that would cover the state visit. 


“Very lean’ 

It is a "very lean delegation,” ac- 
cording to Bunye, “when you havea 
state visit and the Office of the Pres- 
ident is represented by the Presi- 
dent and five Cabinet members." 

He said private money would 
be used for the airfare and other 


expenses of the President's other 
son Dato, her daughters-in-law 
‘Angela and Kakai, and her grand- 
children Mikaela Gloria and Eva 
Victoria and their nannies. 

“What we have is an official 
delegation that is paid for by the 
government,” he said at a brief- 
ing. “Those that do not appear in 
the official list have to pay for 
themselves ... They are not shoul- 
dered by the government.” 

Bunye was evasive when asked 
‘whether the President should have 
exercised more "delicadeza" regard- 
ing her decision to take along every 
member of her immediate family ex- 
cept for her only daughter Luli. 

“We're straying away from the 


1st ‘Struga’ laureate 


than 60 books (poetry, prose, es- 
says and literary translations) 
and has won a great many di 
tinctions including the 1995 Pes- 
soa Prize. 

In a press conference before 
the start of the poetry fest, Suarez 

that he felt privileged to par- 
ticipate in a prestigious event 
with Moura. 

“I am excited and nervous to 
sit at the same table with Vasco 
Graça Moura. With all due re- 
spect to the older poets, ! believe 


young poets have enormous po- 
tential, especially authors from 
the Philippines. Young poets 
who have something to say 
should be given space to do so, 
hesaid, 

Early this year, the Unesco paid 
tribute to Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda (1904-1973), laureate of 
the 1971 Nobel Prize for Litera- 
ture who also received "The 
Golden Crown of Struga,” along- 
side poets such as Rafael Alberti 
(Spain), Yehuda Amicha (Israel), 


a 


China trip,” he said. 

Earlier, Ms Arroyo pushed 
belt-tightening measures and 
urged the public to take up a 
modest lifestyle in light of the fis- 
cal crisis. She claimed that she 
would lead by example. 


5and5 

Bunye justified the inclusion of 
the Presidents husband, Jose Miguel 
Arroyo, in her entourage by saying 
that the spouse normally accompa- 
nied the head of state in such visits. 

He also said the inclusion of Ms 
Arroyo's son and her broth- 
er-in-law had been recommend- 
ed by Speaker Jose de Venecia. 

‘The House has five members in 


W. H. Auden (United States), 
Makoto Ooka (Japan), Léopold 
Sédar Senghor (Senegal) and An- 
drei Voznesenski (Russian Feder- 
ation), 


Poetry in the park 

The idea for establis 
Struga Poetry Evenings was born 
In Struga on July 15, 1961. A 
group of Macedonian authors de- 
cided to celebrate the centennial 
of the publication of the Collec- 
tion of Folk Songs, prepared by 


v 


year was believed to have origi- 
nated. 

Impressed with Guangdong's 
formula against the deadly SARS, 
Ms Arroyo said she would send a 
team of health officials to study it 
for implementation in Manila. 

Ms Arroyo arrived in Guang. 
dong with a 16-member official 
delegation and a 105-strong busi- 
ness delegation headed by 
taipans Lucio Tan, Henry Sy and 
Robin Sy. (See related story in 
Business, Page B2.) 


been named chief presidential le- 
gal counsel. 

Although his house in 1 
had been strafed three times, 
Gonzalez said he was “not in fa- 
vor of back-ups.” He said he 
would use his own Toyota Hi-Ace 
or Mitsubishi Pajero. 

He also said unnecessary semi- 
nars and out-of-town engage- 
ments of DOJ officials would 
have to be shelved 

“Things that can be done here 
should be done here,” he said. 


No computer games 

‘At the Department of Interior 
and Local Government, the play- 
ing of computer games even dur- 
ing breaks is now banned. 

In a directive, Interior Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes enjoined all 
DILG personnel, including the 
employees of all bureaus and of- 
fices under its supervision, to cut 
costs involving the use of office 
supplies, — electricity, water, 
air-conditioning units and vehi- 
cles, including communication 
facilities like cell phones. 

He also ordered the strict imple- 
mentatiön of the “for official use 
only" policy on DILG vehicles, fax 
machines, copiers and computers. 

He said playing games in com- 
puters was strictly prohibited be- 
cause it entailed additional pow- 
er consumption, — With reports 
from Dona Z. Pazsibugan, 
Michael Lim Ubac, Philip C. 
Tubeza, Nelson E Flores 


the delegation (the two Arroyos, 
De Venecia, Rep. Juan Miguel Zu- 
biriand Rep. Augusto Baculio) and 
the same number of Cabinet mem- 
bers (Secretaries Alberto Romulo 
of foreign affairs, Cesar Purisima of 
trade, Arthur Yap of agriculture, 
Vince Perez of energy, and Roberto 
Pagdanganan of tourism. 

in contrast, the Senate and the 
local government units only had 
Sen. Aquilino Pimentel and 
Palawan Gov. Mario Joel Reyes, 
respectively, as representatives. 

Completing the 16-member of- 
ficial delegation are Philippine 
Ambassador to China Willy Gaa 
and presidential envoy for Chi- 
nese affairs John Ng, 


Miladinov brothers. 

Soon afterwards, at one of its 
meetings, the National Board of 
the Struga district appointed the 
first festival council consisting of 
seven members, Its first president 
was the poet Aco Shopov. 

The poetry festival traditional- 
ly begins with the poem of Kon- 
stantin Miladinov "T'ga za Jug" 
(Sorrow/Longing for the South), 
after which the poets-partici- 
pants gather in the House of Poet- 
Tyin Struga. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 


ByT] Burgonio 


BEIJING (via PLDT)--In what of- 
ficials called a breakthrough, the 
Philippines and China yesterday 
agreed to conduct a “seismic 
study” of potential petroleum re- 
serves in some areas in the South 
China Sea, possibly including the 
disputed Spratly islands. 
“The joint undertaking, involving 
the Philippine National Oil Corp. 
and the China National Offshore Oil 
Corp., was one of five agreements 
‘hammered out on the first day of 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
three day state visit to China. 
China and the Philippines are 
among six Asian countries which 
have laid claims to the Spratlys. 
The signing of the accords, 
which also included the proposed 
North Railway project, came after 
Ms Arroyo was accorded wel- 
come honors by Chinese Presi- 
dent Hu Jintao at the grand Great PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is seen off at the airport pa 
Hall of the People. by Vice President Noli de Castro who has been PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is welcomed by Chinese-Filipino tycoon George Ty upon arrival at the Beijing 
Energy Secretary Vincent Perez designated government caretaker. socamaauso International Airport. Behind are Speaker Jose de Venecia and the rest of the Philippine delegation. == vaimoumon 
said the three-yearstudywoulden- — 
tail the collection, processing and project. The PNOC and its Chinese ered among the potential areas — ThePresidentand First Gentle- year was believed to have origi- 
analysisof seismic data" n certain — "Hopefully wel be ableto find counterpart last year signed a let- for exploration. man Jose Miguel Arroyo were nated. 
areas of the South China Sea. out, once and for all, whether ter of intent to conduct joint oil — The other agreements includ- welcomed by Hu and his wife, Liu Impressed with Guangdong's 
“This undertaking will allow us there is any oil and gas potential and gas exploration activities in ed China's financing for thecom- Yongquing, at the stately Great formula against the deadly SARS, 
to understand the depth of the po- in certain areas of the South Chi- the South China Sea. pletion of $400-million phase 1 Hall of the People. Ms Arroyo said she would send a 
tential of the petroleum resources na Sea,” Perez stressed that, by entering  (Caloocan-Malolos-Clark) of the — They were accorded full mili- team of health officials to study it 
n certain areas of the South China Perez called the undertaking “a the undertaking, the Philippines North Rail project by 2008, mutu- tary honors, including a 21-gun for implementation in Manila. 
Sea," he told reporters. diplomatic breakthrough.” was not “waiving any rights or alvisawaiverfor diplomatic pass- salute, outside the eastern gate of Ms Arroyo arrived in Guang- 
Perez stressed that the under- Silvestre Afable Jr, communi- claimstothe South China Sea.” ports, and cooperation on the Great Hall, which overlooks dong with a 16-member official 
taking, which will cost the two cations director, said he did not Perez did not specify the areas tourism and fisheries. the Tiananmen Square. delegation and a 105-strong busi- 
state oll companies some $7 mil. believe the project would draw where the study would be con- The two countries agreed to Ms Arroyo began her state visit ness delegation headed by 
lion, was merely a “pre-explo- protests from other claimant- ducted. But in the ier agree- cooperate on defense and securi- with a briefing on SARS in taipans Lucio Tan, Henry Sy and 
ration research study” and notan countries because this was mere. ment between the two compa- ty by sharing intelligence and Guangzhou, capital of Guang- Robin Sy. (See related story in 
exploration and development lya"scientifiestudy.” nies, the Spratlys were consid- technology, Afable said. dong, where the outbreak last Business, Page B2.) 
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spective agencies but also to me ings and scholarship or training e The suspension ofthe grant. population waiting in long lines DepEd officials aid their P111-bil- No computer games 
and the entire government,” she not funded by the government; lo- of new or additional benefits to under the heat of the sun just to lion proposed budget was hardly At the Department of Interior 
told her appointees. cal travel unless allowed by the full-time officials and employees, getajeepney ride,” he said. enough to cover the additional re- and Local Government, the play- 
‘She also said she chose her Cab- secretary or head of agency: pur- except for collective negotiation Asked about the security night- quirements for teachers, class- ing of computer games even dur- 
inet officials not because they chase of any type of vehicle except agreements and those allowed mare that could result from the use rooms and textbooks because of ing breaks is now banned. 
were friends, associates or politi- ambulances and vehicles needed through presidential issuances. of open jeeps, he quipped: “Itiseas- expanding enrollment. Ina directive, Interior Secre- 
cal allies, “but because I am de- by the military and police; semi- — Ms Arroyo also directed all iertojump fromthe jeepthanacar De Jesus had said that with 90 tary Angelo Reyes enjoined all 
pending on them to be my first nars and workshops; expansion of heads of agencies to prepare their [during an assassination attempt). percent of their budget going to DILG personnel, including the 
team in implementing my pro- organizational units and creation respective austerity plans. You don't need to open any door.” — the salaries alone of their more employees of all bureaus and of- 
‘grams and executing my policies,” of new posts; celebrations, cultural She directed the Commission — To reporter's statement that than half a million teachers and fices under its supervision, to cut 
or sports activities, and donations, on Audit to “assist in monitoring he was over-reacting, he respond- non-teaching personnel, they did costs involving the use of office 
To meet targets contributions or grants. and ensuring strict compliance" ed: “They want us to sacrifice, to not foresee any savings left. supplies, electricity, — water, 
The President said that in order — * A 10-percent cut on services ofthe austerity measures. observe belt-tightening mea- |. air-conditioning units and vel 
to meet fiscal targets, maintain of consultants, technical assis- | . sures, don't they?” His own car cles, including communication 
economic stability and improve in- tants, contractual and casual em- Jeeps EN Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- facilities like cell phones. 
vestor confidence, the govemment ployees, and on the consumption Administration Sen. Alfredo Lim Creativity Jez promised to cut expenses at He also ordered the strict imple- 
must undertake cost-cutting mea- of fuel, water, office supplies, hasatipforthecash-strappedtsea- During turnover ceremonies the Department of Justice by cut- mentation of the “for official use 
sures to reduce expenses and chan- electricity and other utilities. | sury: Require all government offi- yesterday, Education Secretary ting down on his own privileges. — only” policy on DILG vehicles, fax 
nel scarce resources to her © The payment of additional cials to use jeeps. Florencio "Butch" Abad said the “Iam not going to use my offi- machines, copiers and computers. 
10-point pro-poor program. time or days off in lieu of over- At a press conference, Lim, fiscal crisis was both “a problem cial car here [in Manila]," he said, He said playing games in com- 
She directed the GOCCs, gov- time pay. who had given up his PDAF for and an opportunity” because it adding that he would also limit the puters was strictly prohibited be- 
ernment financial institutions — * The strict enforcement of 2005, said public servants should would force the Department of numberof his security escorts. cause it entailed additional pow- 
and other corporate entities and the Government Electronic Pro- set the example by “leading sim- Education to be creative in maxi- — Gonzalez made the promise af- erconsumption. With reports 
their subsidiaries to "contribute curement System in the procure- ple, decent lifestyles.” mizing resources. ter formally taking over the DOJ from Dona Z. Paszibugan, 
toreducing the consolidated pub- ment of goods and services, and — He proposed that the adminis- Abad later told reporters AO from acting Justice Secretary Ma. Michael Lim Ubac, Philip C. 
liesector deficit and debt.” the realignment of capital expen- tration recall all private cars and 103 would mean less travels and Merceditas Gutierrez, who has  Tubeza, Nelson E Flores 


GMA delegation includes sons, in-laws, apos, yayas 


From page Al bare minimum,” with only 16, in- exact cost of the state visit. expenses of the President's other China trip;"he said. the delegation (the two Arroyos, 
brother-in-law, two sons and cluding the First Couple, their el- He also did not mention that son Dato, her daughters-in-law — Earlieg Ms Arroyo pushed De Venecia, Rep. Juan Miguel Zu- 
their wives, two grandchildren, der son (Rep. Mikey Arroyo) and the government would foot the Angela and Kakai, and her grand- belttighrening measures and biri and Rep. Augusto Baculio) and 
not to mention their nannies, are her brother-in-law (Rep. Ignacio bill of sending a support staff of children Mikaela Gloria and Eva urged the public to take up a the same number of Cabinet mem- 
part of her entourage. Arroyo) in the official delegation. 41 from the Office of the Press Victoria and their nannies. modest lifestyle in light of the fis- bers (Secretaries Alberto Romulo 

But Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- — Bunye stressed that the govem- Secretary, the Presidential Securi- “What we have is an official cal crisis. She claimed that she of foreign affairs, Cesar Purisima of 
ye was quick to say that the Presi. ment would shoulder only the ex-. ty Group and the Office of the delegation thar is paid for by the would lead by example. trade, Arthur Yap of agriculture, 
denes fist foreign trip after the pensesofthemembersofthe official President, as well as the crew of government,” he said at a bri Vince Perez of energy, and Roberto 
May elections had been “cut to the delegation, whose travel expenses state-owned broadcast stations ing. “Those that do siisi Sand5 Pagdanganan of tourism. 

and allowances, including the actual that would cover the state visit. — the official list have to pay for — Bunye justified the inclusion of In contrast, the Senate and the 

= hotel room rates, would be charged s themselves ... They are not shoul- the Presidents husband, Jose Miguel local government units only had 
Correction to their respective offices. ‘Very lean’ dered by the government.” Arroyo, in her entourage by saying Sen. Aquilino Pimentel and 
INTHE Aug. 29 issue, the In- Still, although he had been it is a “very lean delegation," ac- Bunye was evasive when asked that the spouse normally accompa- Palawan Gov, Mario Joel Reyes, 
uren Viegas page maan. | aiming that the government cordingtoBunye, “when youhavea whether the President should have nied the head of ate insuch sis. respectively as representatives. 
Quirer Visayas page mes or | had gone out of its way to keep state vst and the Office ofthe Pres- exercised more delicadeza” regard- — HealsosaidtheinelusionofMs — Completing the 16-member of 
sects Area the father of | the tip simple in line with the ident is represented by the Presi- ing her decision to take along every Arroyo's son and her broth- ficial delegation are Philipine 
a boy who is | austerity measures of Ms Arroyo, dent and five Cabinet members” | member fer immeditefamilyex-er-in-law had been recommend. Ambassador to China Willy Gan 
suffering from sarcoma can- | Bunye could not give the exact — He said private money would — cept for her only daughter, Luli. ed by Speaker Jose de Venecia. and presidential envoy for Chi- 
aea oho wane to help | number of her entourage or the be used for the airfare and other — "Were straying away from the — The House has five members in. nese affairs John Ng. 


the boy may contact Joseph 


Arceo at 0916-754- ‘ t , || t 
#2.mem | RP teener Ist ‘Struga’ laureate 
Readers may send their re. | FrompageAl than 60 books (poetry, prose, es- young poets have enormous po- W. H. Auden (United States), Miladinov brothers. 
quests for correction of factual says and literary translations) tential, especially authors from Makoto Ooka (Japan), Léopold — Soon afterwards, at one of its 
bakat by kar arka Turkey, Serbia and Montenegro, and has won a great many the Philippines. Young poets Sédar Senghor (Senegal) and An- meetings, the National Board of 
inen PDI Building, Chino Ro- | Peruand Macedonia, tinetions including the 1995 Pes- who have something to say drei Voznesenski (Russian Feder- the Struga district appointed the 
Gis Avenue comer Mascardo | This years 43rd edition of the soa Prize. should be given space to do so," ation). first festival council consisting of 
Sireet, Makati Ciy; fax Nos. | Siruga Poetry Evenings was at- — In a press conference before hesaid. N seven members. lis first president 
TA Sassa Ced] tended by some 20 poets and this the start ofthe poetry fest, Suarez Early this year, the Unesco paid Poetry in the park ‘was the poet Aco Shopov. 
kid takin Years laureates Golden Wreath said that he felt privileged to par. tribute to Chilean poet Pablo — Theidea or establishing ofthe — The poeuy festival traditional 
Complaints about lack offair- | winner Vasco Graca Moura, and ticipate in a prestigious event Neruda (1904-1973), laureate of Struga Poetry Evenings was born ly begins with the poem of Kon- 
ness or objectivity may be sent to young poets Suarez and Petko with Moura. the 1971 Nobel Prize for Litera- in Struga on July 15, 1961. A stantin Miladinov "T'ga za Jug" 
Raul Pali readers dye. | Dabeski. “I am excited and nervous to ture who also received “The groupof Macedonian authors de-  (Sorrow/Longing for the South), 
anin or Of he city ‘Moura is a leading contempo- sit at the same table with Vasco Golden Crown of Struga,” along- cided to celebrate the centennial after which the poeis-parici- 
man ailoddressmpalabri. | rary poet of the Portuguese lan- Graça Moura. With all due re- side poets such as Rafael Alberti of the publication of the Collec- pants gather in the House of Poet- 
calamguirercom ph. guage. He has published more spect to the older poets, I believe (Spam), Yehuda Amicha (Israel), tion of Folk Songs, prepared by ry m Struga. 
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House resolution seeks to put cap on n debt payments 


From page Al 


sented at a briefing before the 
House committee on ways and 
means to address the fiscal crisis. 


Under Executive Order No. 
292, debt payments get priority 
over other expenses. 

EO No. 92, which then Presi- 
dent Corazon Aguino signed in 
1987, affirmed the “automatic 
appropriation” of debt payments 
from the national budget that 
was originally mandated by Pres- 
idential Decree No. 1177 of the 
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 

Interest payments will be the 
biggest government expense next 
year, accounting for 33 percent of 
the proposed P907.5-billion bud- 
get. 

Including — pay- 


the United Nations, and the G-7 
countries. 

“All of these problems that we 
are talking about—battle against 
poverty, battle against terrorism, 

reign exchange cri- 
is--require foreign 
exchange,” De Venecia said. 

“It is because we cannot ser- 
vice our debt comfortably that we 
have the beginnings ofa fiscal cri- 
sis. 


Scattered records 

The country has no main 
database on the total debt of the 
country because records are scat- 
tered in the different depart- 
ments ofthe government, accord- 
ing to Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. 
(Liberal Party, Camarines Sur), 
chair of the House committee on 
appropriations. 


Andaya said there was a need 
to putup a main database so that 
Congress could effectively moni- 
tor government borrowings and 
payments. 

Rep. Robert “Ace” Barbers 
(Lakas, Surigao del Norte) said 
the House must be at the fore- 
front of looking into the govern- 
ment borrowing and lending 
spree. 

"We should really strictly mon- 
itor all the lending, all these bor- 
rowings that the national govern- 
ment is engaged in,” he said. 

In the case of the debts of gov- 
emment-owned and -controlled 
corporations (GOCCs), Andaya 
urged the President to issue an 
executive order creating a Risk 
Management Office that would 
conduct an inventory of maturing 
debts. 


A big part of the public sector 
4 debt represents the liabilities of 
GOCCs. 

The Senate has threatened to 
= cut P106.7 billion from the pro- 

posed General Appropriations 
Act for 2005. 

Sen. Ralph Recto, chair of the 
Senate ways and means commit- 
tee, said the “real” budget was 
more than the P907 billion sub- 
mitted by Malacahang to 
Congress, which he said, only ac- 
counted for programmed expen- 
ditures. 

He said Malacafiang did not 
submit P35 billion for unpro- 
grammed expenditures, another 
P35 billion for accounts payable 
for 2004, and P36.7 billion for 
the interest expense of liabilities 
assumed form the National Pow- 
erCorp. 


SALCEDA 


Andaya noted that there was 
no single office, which has an ac- 
counting of all the liabilities of 
the GOCCs. 


Andaya said the unpro- 
grammed expenditures may not 
have been included in the Mala- 
cafiang proposed budget so as 
not to increase the budget 


ce the senators, my point is 
to have actual expenditures in 
one box in the interest of trans- 
parency. We should not artificial- 
ly deflate spending levels,” he 
said. 

Andaya said there was nothing 
more to cut from the budget as 
doing so would already “hit the 
root.” 

“if you minus the so-called 
P106. lion from the P907 bil- 
lion, it will be a catastrophe. We 
will have to fire people, close 
schools and hospitals, and tell the 
Army to go home and plant 
camote,” he said. 


ments on the loan 
principal, debt ser- 
Vice will eat up 94 
percent of govern- 
ment revenues in 
2005, according to 
Rep. Joey Salceda 
(Kampi-Lakas, Al- 
bay). Sen. Ralph Rec- 
to placed the total 
debt ice at 
P647.9 billion. 

Another resolution 
filed by Rep. Eduardo 
Zialcita (Lakas, 
Parafiaque) urging 
the House committee 
on appropriations to 
make a debt audit 
was — consolidated 
with the one filed by 
Lagman. 

Zialcita said bi- 
cameral action on the 
debt program would 
be “more expeditious 
and efficacious.” 

The bicameral 
body, to be composed 
of six representatives 
and six senators, has 
one year to discharge 
its functions and 
powers, according to 
Lagman. 


Debt relief for 
the Third World 

For his part, 
Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr. said he 
would propose an ex- 
panded debt. relief 
strategy for the 
Philippines and other 
Third World coun- 
tries during his 
speech before a con- 
ference of 101 politi- 
cal parties in China 
and Asia in Beijing 
tomorrow. 

‘The 3rd Asian po- 
litical parties confer- 
ence in Beijing, of 
which De Venecia is 
the founding chair, 
will be attended by 
President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

‘The Speaker sai 
the proposal, which 
he also made to the 
United Nations, 
would be submitted 
for consideration by 
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Attackers with bomb belts seize Russian school 


MOSCOW—More than a dozen attackers bearing guns 
and wrapped in suicide-bomb belts seized an elementary 
school in the Russian region of North Ossetia Wednesday 
morning and were holding hundreds of hostages, includ- 
ing some 200 children. 


The seizure took place on the 
first day of the Russian school 
year, when a large number of par- 
ents had accompanied their chil- 
dren to class. Reports said the 
raid took place just after a cere- 
mony marking the school year's 
start, when the attackers drove 
up in a covered truck of the type 
often used for troop transport. 
Gunfire broke out after the raid 


Muscovites 
distraught 
by subway 
suicide blast 


MOSCOW—Moscow commuters 
distraught by a suicide bombing 
near a subway stop that killed 10 
people laid a phalanx of flowers 
near the station entrance on 
Wednesday and police promised 


and at least three teachers and 
two police officers were wound- 
ed, said Alexei Polyansky,a police 
spokesperson for southern Rus- 
sia. More gunfire and several ex- 
plosions were heard about three 
hours later, the Interfax news 
agency reported. 
‘The Itar-Tass news agency, citing 
. fegional emergency officals, said 
about 400 people including some 


Ministry of Interior and the Feder- 
al Security Service, the Interfax 
news agency said. 

The attackers warned Wednes- 
day that they would blow up the 
school if police tried to storm it 
and demanded talks with region- 
al officials and a well-known pe- 
diatrician, Leonid Roshal, who 
had aided hostages during the 
seizure of a Moscow theater in 
2002, Polyansky said. 

‘They demanded the release of 
fighters detained in connection 
with a series of attacks on police 
facilities in neighboring In- 
gushetia in June, the Itar-Tass re- 


speaking on condition of anonymi- 
ty, said the hostages had been herd- 
ed into the school gymnasium. 

For the second time in a week, 
President Viadimir Putin inter- 
rupted his working holiday in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi and re- 
turned to Moscow. Last week, 
Putin also had to hurry back after 
two Russian airliners crashed near 
simultaneously in what authori- 
ties said were terrorist bombin; 
Upon arrival at the Moscow 
port, Putin held an immediate 
meeting with the heads of Russja's 


heightened security on the 


sprawling city’s transit system. 

The attack came just a week af- 
ter two Russian planes carrying 
90 people crashed almost simul- 
taneously in what officials say 
Where terrorist bombings. 

“In essence, war has been de- 
clared on us, where the enemy is 
unseen and there is no front,” said 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei 
Ivanov, according to the Interfax- 
Military News Agency. He was 
speaking before the school seizure 
in southem Russia. 

Doctors labored through the 
night to save the lives of people 
severely wounded by the bomb 
that officials said was packed with 
bolts and other small hardware in 
order to maximize casualties. In all, 
51 people were wounded and 49 of 
them hospitalized, officials sai 

The Federal Security Service 
said the blast had the equivalent 
of two kilograms of TNT. 

A few hours earlier, the 
Supreme Court had turned down 
the appeal of Zarema Muzhak- 
hoyeva, convicted in an aborted 
suicide bombing attempt at a 
Moscow restaurant last year. A 
police sapper was killed while 
trying to defuse the bomb. 

Mayor Yuri Luzhkov told re- 
porters near the Rizhskaya subway 
Stop in northern Moscow that Tues- 
day evening's female bomber was 
walking toward the station but saw 
two police officers there, tumed 
around “and decided to destroy 
herselfina crowd of people." AP 


KATMANDU--Thousands of demon- 
syators ransacked a mosque and 
dashed with police in the capital 
Wednesday to protest the kiling of 12 
Nepalese hostages by Iraqi militants. 

Hours after the rioting broke 
out, the government imposed a 
curfew in Katmandu. 

"We want revenge,” protesters 
shouted as they stormed the Jama 
mosque—the only Muslim house of 
worship in the capital. They broke 
windows and set fire to carpets, 
furniture and parts of the building, 


PROTESTERS attack a burning mosque in Katmandu to protest the killing of 12 Nepalese hostages by Iraqi militants. 


Killing of 12 hostages sparks mosque burning 


which was empty at the time. 

Police fired tear gas in an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to disperse the mob. 

In other parts of Katmandu, 
protesters blamed the government 
for not doing enough to secure the 
release of the 12 Nepalese contract 
workers, who were slain by their 
Iraqi captors. The angry mob stoned 
buildings and blocked traffic by 
buring tires on main intersections. 

The offices of many agencies 
that send workers abroad also 
were attacked. 


The government responded by 
imposing an indefinite curfew in Kat- 
mandu, saying the lives and propery 
‘of residents had to be protected. 

A gruesome video posted on a 
website on Tuesday showed mili- 
tants slitting the neck of one Nepa- 
lese worker and shooting 11 others. 
They disappeared soon after enter- 
ing Iraq from Jordan on Aug. 19. 

Nepal condemned the killings 
as a “heinous crime against the 
innocent civilians.” 

“This barbarian act of terrorism 


US first lady hails husband’s war on terror 


NEW YORK—Republican National 
Convention co-stars Laura Bush 
and Amold Schwarzenegger com- 
mended President George W. Bush 
to the country on Tuesday night for 
four more years, hailing him as a 
man of strength and compassion. 
“You can count on him, especially in 
a crisis,” said the first lady. 

“He's a man of perseverance. 
He's a man of inner strength. He is 
aleader who doesn't inch, doesn't 
‘waver, does not back down," the 
Austrian-bom California govemor 
added in remarks that blended 
high praise for the president with 


assurances to immigrants that the 
party welcomes them. 

“We Republicans admire your 
ambition. We encourage your 
dreams. We believe in your future,” 
said the governor, one of a series of 
speakers on an evening scripted to 
show the softer side of a party 
known for its conservatism. 

Schwarzenegger and the first la- 
dy were taking their tums at the 
Madison Square Garden podium as 
2,508 delegates formally bestowed 
their nomination on the president 
for a second term in office. “Four 


US first lady Laura Bush addresses the delegates at the Republican National Convention at 


Madison Sguare Garden in New York City on Aug. 31. 
, 
N 


Polls show a virtual tie between 
Bush and his Democratic chal- 
lenger, Sen. John Kerry of Mas- 
sachusetts. The election is Nov. 2. 

Republicans met inside their 
heavily forified convention hall as 
police made nearly 1,000 arrests in 
the surrounding streets on a day 
heavy with protests. By evening, au- 
thorities wrapped an entire mid- 
town Manhattan block in orange 
netting as they worked to contain 
demonstrators who vowed to march 
on the Madison Garden itself. 

Bush campaigned across three 
“battleground” states during the 


Kerry: US can win 
antiterrorism war 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee—Democratic presi- 
dential candidate John Kerry says President 
George W Bush was wrong when he suggested 
that victory against terrorism might be impos- 
sible, declaring that he has a plan to defeat 
those who threaten the United States. 

In a speech to the American Legion on 
Wednesday, Kerry was highlighting Bush's re- 
cent admission that his administration “miscal- 
culated” how fiercely insurgents would fight af- 
ter the initial “catastrophic success” of US 
troops in Iraq, campaign advisers said. And he 
was taking issue with the doubts Bush raised 
about whether the war on terror can be won. 

“Let me tell you something: We can, we 
‘must and we will win the war on terror," Kerry 
said at a rally late Tuesday as he arrived in 
Nashville for his appearance. 

Also on Wednesday, Kerry's campaign will 
begin buying $45 million worth of commercial 
time in 20 states through Election Day. — AP 


day and worked to extinguish a 
convention-week controversy of 
his own making. "In this different 
kind of war, we may never sit 
down at a peace table. But make 
no mistake about it, we are win- 
ning, and we will win” the waron 
terror, he told an American Le- 
gion convention in Tennessee, 
one day after saying he didn't 
think victory would be possible. 
“I probably needed to be more 
articulate” in earlier comments, 
he conceded in a redio interview 
with conservative talk show host 
Rush Limbaugh. AP 


ported, citing regional officials. 
‘The well-coordinated raids killed 
more than 90 people. 

In footage from outside the 
school in the town of Beslan on 
television channel NTV men in 
camouflage with heavy-caliber 
machine guns took up positions on 
the perimeter and other men in 
civilian dress with light automatic 
rifles paced nervously. Polyanksy 
said that the hostage-takers—most 
wearing suicide-bomb belts—were 
placing children in the windows in 
a bid to prevent authorities from. 
storming the building. He also said 
the hostagetakers had placed a 


sniper on an upper floor, 

Atone point, a girl of about 7 in 
a floral print dress and a red bow 
in her hair streaked around a cor- 
ner apparently after fleeing from 
the school, her hand held by a 
flak jacketed soldier, followed by 
an older woman. Russian news 
reports said that some 50 stu- 
dents managed to escape, some 
after hiding in the school's boiler 
room during the raid. 

Interfax, citing Ismel Shaov, a 
regional spokesperson for the 
Federal Security Service, said 
there were 17 attackers, both 
male and female. AP 


Israel Army 
demolishes 
house of 
one bomber 


BEERSHEVA, Israel—The Israeli 
Army on Wednesday blew up the 
home of one of two suicide 
bombers who killed 16 people and 
wounded more than 80 on two Is- 
raeli buses in the deadliest Pales- 
tinian attackin nearly a year. 

‘Troops dynamited the two-sto- 
ry home of Ahmad Oawasmeh, 
22, and were preparing to demol- 
ish the house of Nassim Jabari, al- 
so 22, according to an AFP jour- 
nalist on the scene, 

Their attack in the southem town 
of Beersheva Tuesday, which was 
daimed by the Islamist group Ha- 
mas, came hours after Prime Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon unvelled an accel- 
erated time-table for pulling settlers 
and troops out of the Gaza Strip as 
part of a larger project to separate 
Israel from the Palestinians. 

“The latest toll we haveis that 16 
people are dead, as well as the two 
bombers,” a police source said. 

Aspokesperson for Beersheva's 
Soroka hospital said that 18 
wounded, including three with 
serious injuries, were still in hos- 
pital Wednesday morning. 

Police said one bomber had board- 
ced each of the buses moments before 


to kill innocent civilians without 
asking for any conditions for their 
release is against the minimum be- 
havior of human civilization,” the 
government said in a statement. 

Guerrillas in Iraq have taken 
more than 100 foreigners hostage 
in recent months, often demanding 
that their home countries withdraw 
troops from the US-led coalition or 
pull out their citizens doing civilian 
work. Some have demanded that a 
hosage’ employer promise ro halt 
all business here. 


two suicide bombers who carried 
their charges for three minutes 
on the buses before blowing 
themselves up," one source said, 
The explosions went off shortly 
before 3 p.m. near the city hall, 
completely destroying one of the 
buses and setting ablaze the second 
which was just 100 meters away. 
Police spokesperson Gil 
Kleiman said no specific alerts 
had been received prior to the 
blasts but that there had been 
“general warnings.” AFP 
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Explosions rock Iraq coun meet 
BAGHDAD— Several mortar rounds exploded near the convention center 
where delegates to Iraq's new National Council met for the first time 
Wednesday inside the heavily guarded Green Zone, wounding one person, 
the US military said. Several shells exploded near a checkpoint outside and 
an hour later, two rounds landed in the Green Zone itself, sending up a 
plume of gray smoke, said Lt. Col. Steven Boylan, a spokesperson for the 
US-led coalition's press information center. 


Key al-Qaida operative arrested 
ISLAMABAD—Pakistan has arrested a key Egyptian al-Qaida operative who 
holds a senior position within the terrorist network, a security official sald 
Wednesday. The official, asking to remain anonymous, identified the sus- 
pect as Sharif al-Misri and said his capture carried a significant reward. "He 
is one of the top operators in al-Qaida's hierarchy,” said the official.” 

ri is among the top 25 on the list of most wanted al-Qaida terrorists. 


Ex-PM Thatcher posts bail for son 
LONDON—Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has agreed to 
post ball of 350,000 pounds ($628,000) to free her son Mark from house. 
arrest in South Africa, the Times newspaper reported Wednesday. Sir Mark 
Thatcher, a 51-year-old businessman, was arrested in Cape Town a week 
ago on suspicion of helping to finance an alleged coup bid in oll-rich Equa- 
torial Guinea. He denies the allegation. The Times said Baroness Thatcher, 
78, had agreed to help her son after a telephone conversation on her return 
to Britain from a holiday in the United States on Aug. 27. "The money will be 
paid within 36 hours,” It said. Baroness Thatcher, known as the Iron Lady 
when her Conservatives were in power In the 1980s, has made no public 
comment on her son's situation. AP 


“A sheer mutilation of justice” 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands—Siobodan Milosevic attacked a prosecution 
theory on Wednesday that he sought to carve out an ethnically pure 
“greater Serbia" in the broken Yugoslav federation, and branded the war 
crimes indictments against him "a sheer mutilation of Justice." More 
‘than two and a halt years after the trial of the former Yugoslav president 
began at the UN tribunal, Milosevic wound up his opening statement that 
began Tuesday as he laid out a series of complex conspiracies against 
his Serb people involving the Kosovo Liberation Army, Osama bin Laden, 
the Vatican, Croatian neo-Nazis and the CIA, among others. Milosevic 
called his trial “a farce, pure and simple.” Charging that prosecutors had 
failed to prove any of the charges, he called the indictments “a sum of 
unscrupulous manipulation, lies, crippling of the law, and an unjust pre- 
‘sentation of the history.” AP 
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Palace defends temporary appointments 


CEBU CITY—President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo has the authority 
to issue temporary appoint- 
ments contrary to the view of 
Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Jr, said Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye. 

Pimentel claimed that 
Cabinet secretaries who had 
been appointed in an acting 
capacity were not legally 
lowed to assume the fun 
tions of their office until their 
appointments are confirmed 
by the congressional Com- 
mission on Appointments. 

Bunye, who is a lawyer, 
said the President's power to 
issue temporary appointments derived from 
the Administrative Code. 

He said the power of the President to make 


PIMENTEL 


Macaraig case. 
“I believe this should put to 

rest the objections being made 
by Pimentel. The only way this 
appointment can be validly 
contested is ifthe good senator 
files a case in court,” Bunye 
told reporters here on Mon- 

i day. p 
Bunye esplained that Sec- 
tion 17 of the Administrative 

? Code provides that the Presi- 

dent may temporarily desig- 

nate an officer already in the 

‘goverment service or any oth- 

er competent person to per- 

form the functions of an office 

in the executive branch if the 

officer regularly appointed to the office is unable 
to perform his duties by reason of illness, ab- 
sence or any other cause or if there exists a va- 


vent an interruption in the performance of 
public service. 

The only exception to this provision is in 
the case of temporary appointments to a con- 
stitutional commission which is specifically 
prohibited by the Constitution. 

The President cannot issue acting appoint- 
ments to the Commission on Appointments, 
the Civil Service Commission or the Commi 
sion on Audit, Bunye said. Connie E. Fernan- 
dez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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temporary appointments was affirmed by the nä 


Supreme Court in 1991 in the Achacosa v. 


cang. 
He said the purpose of the law was to pre- 


RP to buy 200 CNG-run madi Bi = E : a The Wort Host Tes 
passenger buses from China ke hankin 
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from China that would 
run using compressed ie ASO 
natural gas (CNG), En- Ti 
ergy Secretary Vincent 
Perez said, 

An agreement for 
the purchase of the 
vehicles isto be signed 
during President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's 
two-day state visit to 


China — beginning 
Wednesday, Perez said 
without giving further 
details. 

The.  govemment 
earlier said it would 
acquire 900 CNG-run 
passenger buses to ply 
routes in Manila as the 
country moves to al- 
temative fuels amid 
rising crude prices and 
deteriorating air quali- 


tyinthe metropolis. 
Perez said opera- 
tors of the $4.5-billion 
Malampaya natural 
gas project off the 
northem coast of 
Palawan island have 
already committed to 
offer substantial dis- 
counts to operators of 
the200CNG buses. , 
“They will sell the | 
natural gas at only P11 


Marine experts cite — . 
RP's rich biodiversity | 


A GLOBAL study of 
marine biodiversity has 
identified the Philip- 
pines as having the 
richest array of under- 
water creatures and 
plants in the entre 
planet, an environ- 
mental advocacy group 
reported yesterday. 

World Wide Fund 
for Nature-Philippines 
said the country has 
been cited as the 
"worlds epicenter” of 
marine life in a 10-year 
study conducted by a 
team of experts led by 
Kent Carpenter, a biolo- 
gy professor at the Old 
Dominion University in- 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

“Scientists have long 
known that the area in 
‘Southeast Asia that in- 
cludes Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and Philip- 
pines hold the richest 
marine biodiversity. I 
was surprised to dis 
cover that the extreme 
center of this biodiver- 
sity is in the Philip- 
pines, rather than clos- 
er to the equator” the 
WWF quoted Carpen- 
teras saying. 

Philippine — waters 
are teeming with so 
much life that they 
may "hold the key to 
unraveling” the origins 
of marine species and 
how they had adapted 
through time in oceans 
around the world, the 
professor added. 

The study was con- 
ducted for the United 
Nation's Food and 
Agriculture Organiza- 
tion and is considered 
the largest and most 
accurate database on 
marinelife available. 

Carpenter will ar- 
rive in the Philippines 


per liter for a period of 
seven years. This is 
way below the P21 per 
liter price of diesel,” 
Perez said. AFP 
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on Sept. 11 and will 
give a seminar about 
his study on Sept. 14 


at the National Muse- 
um, the WWF said. 
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3 E SEPTEMBEI ENTRE-PINOY HAILED! ABS Herbs Grace VIRGIN COCONUT Oil, Local pang-global! | 
BACOOR, FAIRVIEW a 24 6, 2094 Vice President Noli De Castro praises local manufacturer of herbal supplements ABS Herbs j 
DASMA, LUCENA A Company. VP De Castro a firm believer in the value of herbal products is shown a sample of ABS 
MARILAO PAMPANGA, Herbs Grace Virgin Coconut Oil by Ms. Grace Gupana. With VP De Castro, is his wife Ms. | 

Arlene De Castro. ABS Herbs Company now markets its Grace Pure Virgin Coconut Oil 
(cold processed to its highest quality) which has shown benefit in improving the immune 
and digestive system. Kolestrim, Virgin Coconut Capsule Fiber Plus was launched during 
the inaguration of PG Prayer Tower. Recently, ABS Bitter Herbs received a certification 
from NSF International for quality and safet 
Mercury Drugstores nuiionwide. To leam more visit http;/Awww.abs-herbs.com.ph 
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Sacrifice 


P= ‘and religious should practice what they 


preach. Evetras they urge the Catholic faithful to help 
stave off economic collapse, the members of the cler- 
gy themselves should “set an example of sharing” by giving 
up one month’s allowance and donating it to the govem- 
ment, Davao Archbishop Fernando Capalla said Monday. 
The amount collected may not add up to much, said the 
president of the Catholic Bishops’ Confer- 
EDITORIAL ence of the Philippines, but the gesture 
might “influence people who are rich but 

greedy and insensitive to the common welfare.” 

Capalla’s call came a day after members of the Silliman 
University High School Class of 1962 gave up their rings, 
earrings and other pieces of jewelry during their reunion 
in Dumaguete City, also to help narrow the huge govern- 
ment budget deficit. “This will probably add to just a 
small amount, but it comes from our hearts,” said the 
class president, Bais City Mayor Hector Villanueva. If ev- 
ery Filipino were to follow the example by giving small 
amounts of money, he said, “it would translate to a very 
big sum.” 

Perhaps. But it will hardly be enough to make a small 
dent on the huge public sector debt of P5.39 trillion. 

More than the sums collected, however, what is of great 
moment is what these private-sector initiatives show: a 
clear understanding of the magnitude of the debt prob- 
lem, a sense of urgency in dealing with it, and a readiness 
to take up part of the burden of solving it. And yet these 
very same things that animate the citizens’ approach to 
the looming financial crisis seem to be lacking from our 
officials’ response. 

To this day, officials in both the executive and legisla- 
tive branches of our government are debating who is to 
blame for the monstrous public debt and who will give up 
what and how much to lighten the load. It is as if they 
haven't heard the dire warning made by the 11 professors 
from the UP School of Economics: We have two years—or 
at the most three—to put our economic house in order or 
the whole thing crumbles, And we have one year to show 
we are making a serious effort to avert a crisis, or our 
creditors will help hasten its approach. 

While ordinary citizens are taking the warning serious- 
lyand doing what they can to stave off a disaster, the peo- 
ple who can do the most to solve the problem seem con- 
tent to offer token solutions. The merienda in Mala- 
cafiang may be simple and spare, but the table gets bigger 
as President Macapagal-Arroyo continues to expand her 
Cabinet by creating new offices with funny names and 
filling them with political appointees. She has ordered re- 
strictions on the use of government vehicles, but wants a 
bigger budget for foreign travel. She proposes to lop off 
20 percent of the budget allocation of local government 
units which deal directly with the people, but winks in- 
dulgently as the members of Congress decide to keep 
most of their pork barrel. 

In Congress, four senators have given up their P200- 
million pork barrel, nine have offered to give up half of 
the amount, while the rest seem bent on keeping all of 
theirs. Members of the House of Representatives are said 
to have agreed to give up 38 percent of their P65-million 
pork barrel for the year, though some are grumbling that 
they never agreed to do so. 

Heeding the call of Speaker Jose de Venecia for more 
sacrifice, 37 congressmen have donated one month's 
salary, or P35,000 each, to a fund that will be used to 
build classrooms and buy computers for public school 
children. But the suspicion lingers that this is all for show. 
Except for the Speaker, no one has called for the lawmak- 
ers to give up what was theirs. The clamor that grew 
louder after the President said the nation was in crisis 
was for the lawmakers to give up their pork barrel so that 
the government can save at least P20 billion a year. The 
call was not for them to give up what was rightfully 
theirs, including their salaries, but for them to surrender 
what wasn't theirs. Why did they choose to “sacrifice” 
what is theirs? Simple: what they earn as salary is 
peanuts compared to the kickbacks they will get even 
from their smaller pork barrel. 

The donations being made by priests and private citi- 
zens are what make people believe in our nation’s re- 
demption. The “sacrifice” being offered by our officials is 
ofa different kind. And we call them public servants? 
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“BREAK eggs and bad news gently." Those who 
prefer disagrecable reports served in calibrat- 
ed driblets groused that this proverb was frac- 
tured twice within a week. 

First, 11 University ofthe Philippines faculty 
members published a candid 28-page study ti- 
tled “The Deepening Crisis: The Real Score on 
Deficits and Public Debts.” They document 
“The Big Bang" that we were warned would 
threaten after the elections. 

Today, the country flounders in a quagmire 
of imploding debts and compounding deficits. 
Unless corrected, an Argentina meltdown is 
two, maybe three, years away, the UP School of 
Economics paper asserts. We have “possibly a 
year, at most, to convince financial markets 
(the country) is doing something to reverse the 
situation.” 

Second, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
weighed in. We're ina fiscal crisis now, she flat- 
ly declared. 

“Human kind,” TS. Eliot writes in “Four 
Quartets,” "cannot bear very much reality” A 
people perpetually locked into fiesta gover- 
nance needed that double-dose of reality. Se- 
dated by dole-outs, hooked on entertainment, 
we stave off hard decisions—until the crash. 
Shrinks call that the denial syndrome. 

So, we partied while govemment’s 10Us 
ratcheted to P3.36 trilion. Out of every peso 
eared, 78 centavos were vales. We spent money 
that wasn't there. About P200 billion in red ink 
will swamp this years budget. Taxes collected 
plummeted, from 17 percent of gross domestic 
product in 1997 to only 12.5 percent last year. 

“Phase One—the period of denial—is ove 
former national treasurer Leonor Briones said. 
Isit? Look at the initial reactions. 

‘The shrillest arguments swirl around the no- 
torious congressional pork barrel. Anguished 
congressmen trimmed their pork by 38 per- 
cent. Speaker Jose de Venecia announced, “It’s 
sacrifice.” Yes, yes, of someone else's taxes. 

He has some unlikely allies. Having dipped 
into the barrel, party-list congressmen, like Ted- 


JONATHAN Velasco, a Filipino conductor, has 
a good point. A perennial judge in internati 

al choral competitions, he has seen Filipino 
choral groups do immensely well abroad. 
Many of them have won prizes in prestigious 
competitions in Asia and Europe. 

What he cannot understand, he says, is why 
government officials keep proposing-to give 
huge cash rewards to Filipino athletes who will 
do the country proud. Such as they did only re- 
cently during the Olympics, GMA herself 
promising a million bucks to the Filipino ath- 
lete who will bring the country its first gold. 
When, Velasco said, Filipino musicians have 
been doing exactly that for a long time: 
‘They've been winning big in the Olympics of 
music. Music remains the countrys forte, the 
one thing Filipinos naturally excel at and the 
one thing Filipinos have been reaping plaudits 
for the world over. Why not give them the 
money instead? 

1 did not remark when Velasco said at a 
press conference to announce Manila Philhar- 
monic's offerings in the coming months that 
the reason government officials probably 
make that offer is that they know their money 
is safe, The probability a Filipino athlete will 
bring home the gold in these days of dimin- 
ished expectations is practically nil. By con- 
trast, Filipino musicians are more than likely to 
separate fools from their money, or officials 
from their pork. 

But levity aside, I don't know that we 
shouldn't take Velasco's complaint seriously. 
That is particularly so in the light of one thing, 
which is that in these days not just of dimin- 
ished expectations but horrendous ones 
(economists have been warning of an econom- 
ic collapse unless we curb the budget 
deficit—music is likely to be one of the first ca- 
sualties). It is not just that musicians are not 
bound to be rewarded as they should, it is that 
they are bound to be punished as they 
shouldn't. The normal instinct in times of eco- 
nomic trouble is to cut out what is not essen- 
tial, And for some reason, in this country, mu- 
sic—and the ans generally —are first to qualify 


Email: feedback@inquirercom.ph website: http/wwwing7.net 


PINION - 


Text us your feedback: inquirer opi name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


“PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER |= 


vapaammin 10.40. 


< 


x A 
Juan L. Mercado g = 
PAN 


dy Casino and Crispin Beltran, praise their 
slabs. This is Pinoy socialism with a porcine 
snout. "Workers of the world unite. You have 
nothing to lose but your party list pork barrels.” 

Debts by government-owned or controlled 
corporations dwarf the pork barrel. But they're 
under-reported by a press focused on the polit- 
ical. "We are going bananas and here is the Na- 
tional Power Corp. out of control," Sen. Joker 
Arroyo noted. 

At what level will the senators cut their 
pork? Senators Frankin Drilon, Panfilo Lacson, 
Alfredo Lim and Arroyo can point to their total 
renunciation of the slush fund. 

“Some legislators ask in exchange for reduc- 
ing their pork barrel there should be no addi- 
tional taxes,” Solita Monsod of UP notes. “It 
hasn't sunk into the minds of some of our dec 
sion makers...that this is not an either-or situa- 
tion but a both-and one.” 

Monsod was referring to a package of inter-re- 
lated measures, proposed by the UP Eleven. De- 
signed to spread the burdens, the package, ifim- 
plemented, could stave off collapse. They'd ease 
transition from our troubled past, through the 
booby-trapped present, to an uncertain future. 

Monsod's frustration is shared by many. The 
UP paper is proposing structural reforms. Crit- 
ics Walden Bello and others say they're "selec- 
tive and not radical enough.” But that's anoth- 
erstory. 

Many leaders still assume a quick fix will do. 
Business-as-usual can follow. Thus, their “sa 
rifices" goes, as Winston Churchill snorted, 
strange paradox: decided only to be undecid- 
ed; resolved to be irresolute; adamant for drift, 
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as non-essential. 

Iremember saying this, too, to Francisco Fe- 
liciano a few months ago when he held a press 
conference to drum up interest in his project, 
which is the national youth summer musi 
camp. Last April and May, they held their sixth. 
The summer camp recruits musical prodigies 
and trains them intensively in various musical 
instruments. Feliciano had several kids play 
before us (trombone, trumpet, violin, cello), 
and it was easy to see why Filipinos routinely 
wow audiences wherever they go. This was 
shortly before the elections, and Feliciano was 
complaining about the dumbing of Filipino 
musicality, as seen—or heard—in the tasteless 
campaign jingles, which were rip-offs from 
popular noontime dance ditties. That was the 
disease, he said, the kids playing classical (lo- 
cal and foreign) musicwas the cure. 

Like Rodel Colmenar, founder and music di- 
rector of Manila Philharmonic, and indeed like 
the other people involved with serious musical 
effort in this couintry, Feliciano was banking on 
the private sector to support his effort. But he 
wasn't loath to get government help where he 
could get it, given that his initiative was likely 
to fall on many deaf ears, literally, in this age of 
MTV {e's not easy getting the public, the youth 
in particular, to appreciate San Pedro and 
Mozart, Buencamino and Bach, in the days of 
Incubus and Maroon 5, Matchbox 20 and Blink 
182. So it wouldn't hurt to get government to 
lenda hand. 

I said that might not be so easy. In these lean 
years in particular, government wasn't likely to 
Took kindly upon the arts. A GMA government 
above all which even then looked headed fora 
second term: Culture, or plain civilization, was 
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solid for fluidity and powerful for impotence.” 

But tomorrow will not be another today. 
We've run out of resources—and time. Congress 
took 32 working days to canvass and proclaim 
the elected President and Vice President. In that 
span of time, P23.8 billion was added to the na- 
tional debt. Another 185,000 infants were born. 
Life will not wait. 

A country of great needs first must overhaul 
mindsets. Reforms start only when obsolete 
mental frameworks are recast, Nobel eco- 
nomics laureate Joseph Stiglitz notes. 

In times of crisis, the poor starve some more. 
‘The rich merely rearrange their menus. Thus, 
we search for models of limited wants. 

“Produce your needs,” Mohandas Ghandi 
said, “and reduce your wants.” He lived what 
he preached—and broke chains that fertered 
his people. 

“What sacrifices demanded will be evenly 
carried," Joseph Estrada perorated in his inau- 
gural speech. “For every sacrifice you carry, 1 
will carry twice the weight.” His soused presi 
dency lead to disgraceful ouster. 

‘The current crisis demands credible leader: 
ship by example. “Leaders have to take the first 
hit.” From tit President down, all must slash 
their perks—and be seen doing it. 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines president Fernando Capalla asked priests 
to donate their allowances, The Silliman Uni- 
versity High School Class of 1962 donated cash 
and jewelry. Don't hold your breath for Imelda 
to contribute a tiara or two. But can the Mar- 
coses’ real estate bill—larger than the pork 
barrel and finally settled by the Supreme 
Court—not be collected? 

‘The rich must share more, if not ouc of altru- 
ism, then for insurance on their possessions. 
“He was surprised that when rich people were 
starving,” Gabriel Garcia Marquez's fictional 
character Tomas says, "they looked so much 
like the poor.” 


not its strongest suit. With GMA's wanton elec- 
toral spending moreover, it didn't look likely 
the economy would improve. It looked likely 
runaway inflation and currency devaluation 
would soon hitthe nation. 

At the time, an impending economic col- 
lapse was only being whispered in corners. Itis 
now being shouted openly. So, are we likely to 
see musicians encouraged by public-sector 
support for their Olympian achievements or 
will they be the first to be sacrificed by the cur- 
rent calls for austerity? 

I myself, from a completely pragmatic view- 
point, can't understand why music--and the 
arts—should be the first to go in dire economic 
times. At the very least, as Velasco and Feli- 
ciano point out, music is the country's compar- 
ative advantage, the one thing that is giving 
the country not just a flood of medals but a 
flood of dollars. The country’s biggest export is 
not fruits, it is people, musicians at the head of 
them. Other countries, not least Southeast 
Asian ones, give substantial subsidies to their 
arts, why shouldn't we? You do not allow your 
competitive edge to dull, you hone it. Certain- 
ly, you do not kill the goose that lays golden 
eggs. 

‘Quite apart from that, music—and the 
arts—promote a lifestyle that is acquisitive on- 
ly in spirit, not in body. People who are literate 
and appreciate aesthetics are not naturally giv- 
en to keeping mistresses, buying cars and 
shopping till they drop, though some of them 
have been known to make love till they do. We 
want to encourage people to live simpler 
lifestyles, or more austere ones, we should en- 
courage learning, reading and listening. They 
cost very little, certainly far less than cell 
phones and Pajeros. If Mike Arroyo and com- 
pany were to improve their minds, they would 
immediately improve the budget—by wanting 
less of it. If only from this perspective, dire 
times should make the arts the priority, not the 
sacrificial lamb. 

“The things of the body we can do much 

out. The things of the soul, ah, there we 
can never really have enough. 
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TOKYO—Over dinner we recounted to our 
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Stiff penalties for drunke 


n driving in Japan 


=" vivid colors and flat Asian faces that look at the 
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daughter Christine and her husband Keiichi a re- 
cent early morning vehicular smash-up in a Pasig 
flyover. The accident involved a car carrying for- 
mer Manila representative and Malacafiang offi- 
cial Nestor Ponce and his wife on their way to a 
prayer meeting to Tagaytay and another vehicle 
driven by a young balikbayan coming from a bar 
in Eastwood in Pasig. Ponce was killed instantly 
and his wife was badly injured. There was some 
speculation in the media that the young man 
might have had a drink too many. 

‘Our daughter noted the harshness of Japanese 
laws on drunken driving, and how, by contrast, RP 
laws are so lax about the matter. Her husband 
stressed that Japanese laws have, over the past 
few years, gotten tougher. For instance, if a person 
is caught driving after drinking, not only would he 
be slapped with stiff penalties and imprisonment; 
his companions in the vehicle would also be penal- 
ized. The operating principle here is group respon- 
sibility and peer pressure. It is presumed that in a 
group, the members agree beforehand who'll do 
the driving and he'd be pressured not to drink. 
Even the host ofthe party would also get into trou- 
ble in case a guest is arrested for drunken driving. 
The idea is that the host should prevail on guests, 
who are to drive later, to refrain from drinking. 

Tasked how those who cannot avoid drinking 
get home as the subways run only up to a certain 
hour of the night. They take a cab home, or 
check into a hotel, or hire a driver to take them 
home. However, Keiichi explained, the last op- 
tion is expensive as there has to be a second car 
to take the driver home. If one pleads that he has 
no funds to pay the fines, the police authorities 
are empowered by law to scrutinize his bank ac- 
count to determine the veracity of his plea. 

‘These measures have been adopted because 
ofthe rise in the number of accidents involving 
drunken driving, We could certainly learn from 
the Japanese a lesson on how to minimize the 
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menace of drunken driving in our midst. 

Thad written earlier that Japanese firms played 
a crucial role in Japan's strong showing at the 
Athens Olympics, by sponsoring athletes’ training 
and other expenses. But the expenses have been 
more than worth their weight in gold, for the ad- 
vertising mileage has been tremendous. For in- 
stance, for the 42.2 km women's marathon, the 
petite gold medalist Mizuki Noguchi, wore sun- 
glasses, designed (specially for the purpose), by 
Yamamoto Kagaku, and running shoes, by the 
Kobe-based Asics Corp. News reports said that af- 
ter receiving numerous inquiries about the sun- 
glasses, Yamamoto will now go into commercial 
production of the sunglasses. After crossing the 
finish line, the runner took off one of her shoes and 
gave ita kiss. That scene was aired repeatedly on 
TV, thus giving viewers the impression that the 
shoes gave her the technological edge. Asics offi- 
cials are not protesting as it sts to raise its sales to 
47 billion yen from last year's 800 million yen. 
Some 160 fitness clubs across Japan also hope to 
cash in on the over 885.7 billion yen business in 
sports goods and activities expected to be generat- 
ed by the fervor for the country’s Olympic team. 

Our visit here has enabled us to catch up on 
several happy events. Christine, who paints in 
oils and water colors in her and Keiichi's moun- 
tain hideaway on the lush foothills of Mt. Fuji, 
with its five spectacular lakes, had a successful 
exhibition of her works in Tokyo late last year. 
They bear a Gauguinesque influence--strong 


world with big dark eyes, or familiar scenes from 
the Philippines where she grew up. Also fate last 
year, Christine launched in Tokyo her first book, 
a novel of “pure fiction” in English called “Tokyo 
Stories.” This book, which her co-publisher at 
Oshino Books, Jim Merk, terms “painfully de- 
lightful,” provides entertaining glimpses into 
the “life, love and laughter” of the large expatri- 
ate community in the “anything goes” Japanese 
capital as she sees it from myriad angles. A re- 
viewer of the “Daily Yomiuri," Japan's biggest 
English-language newspaper, Colin Donald, 
called “Tokyo Stories”--which is set amid some 
of the best-known modern landmarks here, in- 
cluding Roppongi Hills and the swank Park Hy- 
att Hotel -*one of the best depictions available 
ofa particular kind of cosmopolitan social life in 
‘Tokyo in a particular era.” 

Her book is being translated right now into 
Japanese for the local market, but I must say that 
Tm rather proud of Christine's mastery of the En- 
glish language, which, by the way, didn't come by 
accident. Her old lady, whom she has beaten to 
publishing a book, had been blue-pencilling her 
work since her elementary years in Maryknoll 
College. This book displays her writing skills, but 
Tean barely wait for her second novel, which she 
is working on now, which I hope will go deeper 
into the heart of where people live—their feelings 
and emotions, angst, hurts and glories. 

Christine—who used to work as a correspondent 
here for the Inoumen and in the Philippine Embassy 
as public information officer during the Ramos 

wants to do an illustrated guide to some 
of the loveliest and most interesting places to stay in 
historical cites, rustic villages and hot-springs towns 
in the Japanese countryside. But in the future of her 
dreams, she wants to run an art school for children 
and, much later, put up a Bed & Breakfast outside a 
village in the hills of Umbria in Italy. For the book, vis- 
it Christine's website: wwwrokyostories.net. 


Asian idols, Asian stars 


STAR-STRUCK, star-studded, star search, star 
quality, star factor, star complex, star potential, 
star in a million, stardom. Its all about stars. The 

jung are bombarded with star images, dazzled 
by star dust, enticed with the possibility of be- 
coming instant stars themselves. 

"TV shows like ‘American Idol” surely spawned 
alot of “ido!” contests all over the world. The lo- 
cal electronic media networks are trying to outdo 
one another in flaunting their latest finds, show- 
ing the mesmerized world how good they are in 
their business of entertaining you and me. 

But what's a star? 

If we go by the pop searches and contests on 
TV here and abroad in the recent past, the 
stars are those who have captivated their audi- 
ence and, of course, the "star" judges, with 
their vocal talent, originality in projecting 
themselves, persistence, never-say-die atti- 
tude, physical stamina and beauty, the quality 
of their delivery. One could go on and on. 

It's a battle of nerves, too, and those who en- 
dure and survive to the finals, even if they don't 
make it to the top three, are stars, too. You have 
to give it to them. ä 

Tt all looks so open, too. The audience is some- 
times even privy to the physical make-overs. Peo- 
ple listen in to the judging, the cutting remarks, 
the grudging compliments ofthe judges. They are 
‘witness to how these star wannabes go through 


‘THE PHILIPPINES, its government, its laws, its 
principles and many ofits modem policies are the 
legacy of the campaign that led to independence 
in 1946. The Philippine state as it is (and the peo- 
ple that we are) owes its institutions and charac- 
teristics to the peaceful independence efforts un- 
der the Americans. We may owe the spirit of free- 
dom to the efforts of the revolutionaries, but the 
substance of freedom is the achievement of an- 
other generation, which deserves credit for its 
achievements. 

The problem, of course, is that speeches are less 
satisfying than battles, even if you happen to lose 
all the battles and win political victories by mak- 
ing speeches. Nonetheless it needs to be pointed 
out that you cannot replace a dogmatic view with 
an equally dogmatic interpretation of events, be- 
cause the latter will end up just as unsatisfactory 
asthe former, And this is what has happened. 

Our state and its institutions have covered 
themselves in the trappings of the idealized First 
Republic. Never mind the silly contradictions that 
ensue, We have a military with insignia derived 
from Aguinaldo's army, dressed in 1950s-style 
‘American uniforms, which really underlines the 
fact that our military and its traditions are utterly 
‘American in origin and owe nothing to the Malo- 
los Republic. The ceremonial guard in Mala- 
cafiang wears the uniform of the Guardia Civil, 
and while other ceremonial units wear something 
supposed to be rayadillo , they are shod in World 
War II-style combat boots. And yet while the 
Army claims to have been established under 
Aguinaldo, nearly all government offices have to 
date their genesis to the American era, proving 
that the civilian power from which everything 
emanates (including military authority) has a 
short pedigree indeed—making one suspect that 
military contempt for civilians has an element of 
snobbery, since they can claim an earlier founda- 
tion however fictitious the assertion may be. 

Our first Supreme Court chief justice, Cayetano 
Arellano, was installed under the Americans. The 
legislative Houses can only look back to the First 
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to impress the audience with their lung power 
has raked in oodles for both the networks and the 
contestants and their coterie. 

‘And one has to credit these young people who 
continue to enter the race and push themselves to 
the limit. One can only hope that their experience 
broadens their world view and their grasp of their 
surroundings. They should not get fixated in a 
star mold or in outer space. Otherwise, Houston, 
we have a problem. 

"There is a problem when the words “star” and 
“idol” become interchangeable as the entertainment 
Olympics seem to have projected. For by idol, we 
mean someone worth looking up to and emulating. 

Stardom, as we know it, comes about because 
of a person's great talent, beauty, intelligence, 
physical strength and agility as in the case of 
those in sports. Add charisma and you have a 
blazing star. Media packaging and projection do 
wonders, too. 

‘Persons gifted with the above become idolized. 
One can't discount the possibility that some will 

juate from being idolized stars to being true 
idols/models, indeed. 

But there are persons whose greatness comes 
not just from the wealth of gifts they were born 
with and have honed to near perfection and ex- 
hibited under the glare of publicity. They shine 
because of the greatness of their spirit, the great- 
ness of their giving. They shine through, not be- 
cause of borrowed light, but because of their 
deeds for others. These are true idols, indeed. 
And these idols need not be stars. 

Searching for idols for the young? The book 
“Great Men and Women of Asia, Volume 1” was 
launched last Monday by the Ramon Magsaysay 


Obscurantism 


THE LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


Philippine Assembly of 1907 and parliamentary 
procedure is ultimately derived from the Jones 
Law-era legislature. The presidency itself claims 
ancestry from Aguinaldo, but throughout the 
presidency as an institution is permeated with the 
spirit, traditions, and can only use for precedence 
in legal affairs the example of Filipino officials in- 
stalled during the Commonwealrh, who used, for 
their purposes, the examples of American gover- 
nors-general (and even presidents). Even the title 
of “Excellency” owes its existence to the fact that 
this was the honorific for governors-general. The 
only thing the presidency owes to Aguinaldo is the 
triangle in the presidential seal. 

So we have a government claiming a pedigree 
it isn’t entitled to, and no wonder schizophrenia 
which has plagued us since President Diosdado 
Macapagal declared that the Revolution re- 
mained unfinished. Aside from his pronounce- 
ment being an unsuccessful attempt to steal the 
fire from the Left (which always maintained that 
the Revolution was finished, thanks to those who 
had helped set up the Third Republic born in 
1946, but which nonetheless hoped to win a re- 
fought revolution), it was also a declaration ot 
legitimacy. Presidents from Roxas to Garcia dated 
the independence of the Philippines from July 4, 
1946, Thus 1953, for example, was “Of the Inde- 
pendence of the Philippines, the seventh.” After 
Macapagal, the phrase was discretiy dropped, 
because how can you reconcile an official birth- 
day in 1898 with the real birthday in 1946? How 
tiresome it would be to keep distinguishing the 
country’s official (and yes, only true) birthday, 


Award Foundation and Anvil Publishing. Be- 
tween covers are 15 stories about RM awardees 
in the early years of the RMAF which began its 
work in 1958. More stories will be written, 1 
promise you. We owe that to the young. 

Here are the first 15. The titles tell you some- 
thing about greatness. 

Mother Teresa: Wanting the Unwanted, Loving 
the Unloved; Akira Kurosawa: the Filmmaker as 
Humanist; Sir Henry Tristram Holland & Ronald 
Holland: Healers in a Forgotten Land; Y.C. James 
Yen: Dreamer, Doer, Citizen of the World; Augustine 
Nguyen Lac Hoa: Lifesaver, Refugee, Soldier, Priest; 

Tee Tee Luce: Savior of Street Waifs; Mochtar 
Lubis: Freedom Fighter Truth Teller; Verghese 
Kurien: Milkman to India's Millions; Tun Abdul 
Razak bin Hussein: Leadership without Fanfare; 
Satyajit Ray: Poet of Great Cinema; 

Tarzie Vittachi: Warrior of the Printed Word; 
Helen Kim: Freeing Women's Minds and Hearts; 
Akhter Hameed Khan: One with the Poor; 
Lawrence and Horace Kadoorie: A Lifetime of 
Philanthropy; The Dalai Lama: The Simple 
Monk from Tibet. 7 

The writers: Pennie de la Cruz, Ester Dipasupil, 


Angelina Goloy, Ma. Socorro Naguit and myself. , 


Loma K. Tirol edited and Yasmin Ong illustrated 
with pen and ink. 5 

The book is cheap at P280. It will be 
launched again, sometime soon, at Power- 
books. Call Anvil (6373621) or RMAF 
(5213166 to 68) if you can't wait. 

have telephone directories piling up in 
your house, why not donate them to the livelihood 
program of the Alay Kapwa Christian Community? 
‘These will be transformed into beautiful ladies’ 
bags and gift baskets and earn income for the poor 
who make them. You will find some of these prod- 
ucts at the Alay Kapwa stall in Rockwell. 

Please, if you are able, drop your old phone 
books at the residence of Maring Feria, 3 Taurus, 
Bel Air, Makati, Tel. No. 8956234. Or, if you have 
gathered many, they could be picked up. Thank 
you, thank you. 

Send comments to cerespd@info.com.ph 


June 12, from its legal date of birth, July 4! 

Macapagal's declaration and subsequent at- 
tempts to focus things on the Revolution while 
disregarding everything that took place after the 
Revolution and the Republic were crushed, ig- 
nored the experience and contributions of a 
whole generation. We have amnesia inflicted uj 
on amnesia, and you wonder why we all suffer 
from an identity crisis? 

There is only one word to adequately describe 
both attempts to fit the square peg of our national 
experience into the round hole of a well-ordered, 
ideologically motivated scheme of things: Obscu- 
rantism. 

Our old revolutionaries who rebelled against 
the original obscurantism of the friars are all 
gone, of course. In their place is the generation 
which the old revolutionaries hectored as being 
ignorant of the lesson of the Revolution, who, 
among other things had rejected Masonry and ali 
its works and replaced it with a disgusting affec- 
tion for the Americans who fostered a new obscu- 
rantism called colonial mentality. Of course, the 
younger generation thought they proved their el- 
ders wrong during World War il. Which gave 
them the moral authority to hector yet another 
generation. Which, this time, did not take their 
elders’ lectures sitting down, but instead endeav- 
‘red, at the barricades and in the hills, to replace 
theit parent colonial mentality with the obscu 
rantism of dogmatic Marxism. 

A mature country with mature leaders could 
give credit where credit is due, and weave the 
‘complexity of our political history into an amaz- 
ing and, yes, inspiring tapestry. Yet what Macapa- 
gal began, Marcos continued and attempted to 
finish: to steal the thunder from the Left by adopt- 
ing some basic tenets of its lies. The result has 
been as predictable as it is shameful: a govern- 
ment aspiring to build upon myths, some of 
which were inspired by the very people aspiring 
tobring the government down. 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.ph 
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Evolution 

IN BIOLOGY class, I learned that everything in this world 
evolves. And when I say everything, | mean everything. It's 
quite interesting that I had to learn life's greatest lessons in 
such a scientific fashion. It's ironic how I can relate Biology 
to life, or whatever it is, for that matter. And funny that my 
heart had to evolve in Biology class. 

T cannot remember exactly how it happened or even how 
itstarted. I guess those things don't matter that much to me 
anymore. All 1 know 
is that one day, 1 
woke up with the 
weirdest — feeling 
along with the real- 
ization that some- 
thing had transpired 
in the middle of a 
discussion in our Bi- 


Younc BLoop 
Xyza Faye Foronda 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 
toputit, belonged to 

a different species, and existed in a separate ecosystem, far 
from the place that I inhabited. He was more like a hybrid, a 
product of the interbreeding of two different species. And he 
was just so different, although he always had a way of stand- 
ing out from all the rest. 

‘Despite his unique individuality, I was very well acquaint- 
ed with his kind. And I thought all the while that he would 
remain just that—a mere acquaintance—since geographical 
isolation seemed like a great hindrance to establishing some 
close interaction with him. 

But evolution gradually came into the picture and 
changed everything after contact was established. A 
friendship tinged with malice eventually developed and 
flourished. Several meetings, a few submitted reports 
and, of course, a good number of intelligent conversations 
then started to complicate everything and change my 
point of view. 

Asymbiotic relationship was established. And what was at 
first parasitism turned to commensalism, and later mutual- 
ism. Through this relationship and our frequent close con- 
tact, we seemed to have found our niche in an ecosystem 
which together we had built and developed. 

‘And evolution took place. What once seemed like a natu- 
ral aversion toward him and his kind evolved into fondness 
for him. Somewhere along the line, something had made me 
change my mind and I began to harbor such an emotion for 
an individual like him. There was after alla million and one 
reasons I could cite to convince myself that such foolishness 
should end, and I could only come up with one, miserable 
reason to temporarily lose my sanity. It may not make sense, 
but maybe evolution ignited infatuation and made it bloom 
at a certain place and time after I had given up hope that I 
could still take a leap of faith and plunge into an absurdity 


, such as this. 


Thus, out ofbillions of people existing in this biosphere, it 


. had to happen to me. Its truly insane and'simply illogical. 
Strange, how I could lose logic in such a scientific way. 


But just as certain species become extinct at particular pe- 
riods in the geological time scale, the interaction ceased to 
be what it was. But still its remnants, much like fossils, do re- 


main. What's left are just the memories—nothing else. 


The semester has ended and I have finally bidden 
farewell to my Biology book and to the tedious task of ac- 
complishing laboratory reports. We have gone back to our 
separate ecosystems, and geographic isolation once again 
serves as a barrier to maintaining the symbiotic relation- 
ship we established in the ecosystem that we developed in 
our Biology class. 

Sometimes, it makes me sad to think that everything has 
come to a close. I guess impressions also evolve. In a way, | 
have learned to love the subject which I had once abhorred 
and despised so much. 

Indeed, life is a survival of the fittest. The world is but the 
product of a series of continuous evolutionary changes 
which help enhance the perpetuation of the human race. 
And living things evolve in order to live and survive. All this 1 
leamed in Biology class. 

But more than anything else, I have learned to value and 
cherish the beauty of Darwin's theory of evolution. In Biolo- 
gy class, learned that evolution transpires and when it does, 
it exempts no one. Not even hearts that seem to have hard- 
ened and turned cold and remorseful through time. 

‘Amazingly, my heart started beating again, after a long 
time of what seemed like emotional stagnation and depriva- 
tion. Because of this, my life has never been the same again. 
‘And have him to be grateful for—with some help from Biol- 
ogy, of course. Although I know that this looks like a one-sid- 
ed love affair, since 1 am not sure if he too experienced the 
evolution of his heart, Lam nevertheless thankful that it hap- 
pened. Evolution is after all a continuous process, a never- 
ending cycle. Things do change as time passes. 

Ican only look back to this memory in the future and smile 
to myself as recall how the process of evolution wonderfully 
breathed new hope into my life and infused it with a new 
spi 


Xyza Faye Foronda, 18, is a 3rd year BS Psychology student at 
Xavier University Ateneo de Cagayan. 


THEY SAID 
Vision 


“Remedying this crisis cannot be simply achieved 
by naming a national intelligence director. What is 
necessary is vision and an unswerving commitment to 
serving the nation beyond the political and policy in- 
terests of any one particular administration." 

T former United States arms inspector avid Kay, giving a bleak 
assessment ofthe state of US intelligence 


Debt trapdoor 

“The increasing share of debt service in the budget 
is the natural result of having to borrow for our needs 
because of our penchant to outrun and outwit tax col- 
lectors.” 
ep Kolondoandaya 


First ste] 

“We should first recognize that we are in a crisis 
and then move toward the solution.” 
That Business Cub executive director Guillermo Lux 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


‘The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


Also consider pedestrian 


convenience 


‘THIS is an observation to some of the mea- 
sures on traffic management currently be- 
ing undertaken by the Metro Manila Devel- 
opment Authority. Specifically, MMDA. 
seems to give preference to the motoring 
public, facilitating the movement of motor 
vehicles without so much regard, ifat all, to 
pedestrian access and safety. May we cite 
the following to support this observation: 

1. So many intersections especially in 
Quezon City are closed to pedestrian traf- 
fic to facilitate non-stop movement of 
through-traffic. Vehicles are no longer al- 
lowed to cross and execute U-turns and 
left turns in intersections, thereby render- 
ing the still unpaid traffic signal lights in- 
stalled at these places useless. In lieu 
thereof, U-turn slots have been opened at 


and safety 


certain mid-points of the center islands, 
far beyond the intersections. In this re- 
gard, it is unthinkable why the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways, 
which has jurisdiction over all national 
highways in the country, allows MMDA to 
manipulate our road system. 

2, The pedestrian barrier along the 
center island under the Magallanes inter- 
change in Makati City has been removed, 
thus allowing pedestrians to cross this 
busy, wide thoroughfare, Why not put 
back the pedestrian barriers to force 
pedestrians to use the pedestrian over- 
pass in the area? There are complaints, 
though, that the said overpass, which is 
unlighted, is haven to holduppers and 
snatchers at nighttime. 


Don’t ignore Fact-Finding Board’s records 


MUCH is being reported in our media about 
the “new disclosures” on the murder of Be- 
nigno “Ninoy” Aquino. 1 would like to call 
the attention of whoever feels it is his/her 
duty to look into this "new evidence,” to re- 
view the records of the Fact Finding Board 
and the Sandiganbayan before hastily ac- 
cepting as gospel what “witnesses,” and es- 
pecially M/Sgt. Pablo Martinez, are now 
saying. Several points to look into: 

1, Why are these "witnesses" only sur- 
facing now? They could have testified be- 
fore the Fact-Finding Board and/or the 
Sandiganbayan and possibly saved the 
prisoners from the long prison term that 
they have had to undergo. 

2. Martinez testified under oath before 
the Fact-Finding Board and never men- 
tioned the participation of Eduardo Co- 
juangco, Gen. Romeo Gatan and others 
whom he now is implicating. 

3. Itis difficult to accept that a sergeant 
was the only one who knew about the 
plan to assassinate Ninoy. What was so 
special about the position of Martinez 
that makes him the special person to carry 
out an assassination without the knowi- 


edge of his superiors like Gen. Fabian Ver, 
Brig. Gen, Luther Custodio and Maj. Gen. 
Prospero Olivas, not to say of the others in 
the chain of command? 

4. The records of the case are with the 
Sandiganbayan and my set of microfilm 
supplied by Dante Santos has been turned 
over to the UP Law Library. Look at the ev- 
idence and particularly the photo se- 
quence prepared by the Board panel and 
presented as evidence. These pictures 
prove, to my mind, conclusively that the 
story of Martinez is not true insofar as the 
assassination is concerned. 

5. Whatever be the true assassination 
story the military conspiracy theory is 
stil a valid conclusion. Who ordered the 
conspiracy? The evidence only goes as far 
as Ver—why did he authorize the conspir- 
acy? There is no evidence of record, if 
what Martinez says is true, about the mas- 
termind. This is where he has failed the 
Filipino people and is paying for it with 
hisimprisonment. 

— BIENVENIDO A. TANJR,; 
Unit 7A, The Valero Tower, Valero St., 
Salcedo Vil, Makati City 
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OPINION 


3. The whole stretch of the Edsa exten- 
sion in Pasay City from Taft Avenue to 
Roxas Boulevard has no pedestrian cross- 
ing lanes. It's a lot of inconvenience for 
commuters alighting from the nearby LRT 
station to get a jeepney or bus ride on the 
other side of Edsa. On the other hand, 
motorists from Taft Avenue going south 
have now to travel up to the end of Edsa 
at Roxas Boulevard where a U-turn slot is 
located because they can no longer make 
a left or U-turn at the intersection. 
—TRANOUILINO S. ATIENZA, 
tranguilino atienza@yahoo.com 


Unfavorable 
SC decision 
on water districts 


WITH the looming power rate hikes, ad- 
ditional taxes and series of price hikes be- 
sieging us, | can only wish—as a con- 
sumer—that water, a vital necessity, will 
remain at its current price or, better yet, 
be made more affordable. 

It is my hope that the Supreme Court, 
after fending off abusive electricity rate in- 
creases in the past to the advantage of con- 
sumers, will continue to uphold the consti- 
tutional right of every Filipino to have ac- 
cess to such basic need as affordable drink- 
ing water. 

In this ight, I hope that the SC would re- 
consider its decision declaring all local water 
districts as government-owned or controlled 
corporations—a decision which I, as a con- 
sumer, believe is detrimental to the fate of 
our local water district here in Leyte, as well 
as of the other water districts in the country 

—ORLY TAGUBAN, 
Sogod, Southern Leyte 
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Tullahan-Ugong Bridge derated but still in use 


IN REACTION to the news item "Endan- 
gered bridge" (PDI, 7/27/04), may we 
clarify that contrary to the report that it 
has not been in use since 1965, Tulla- 
han-Ugong Bridge has been serving its 
purpose up to this time. However, be- 
cause of its precarious and unstable 
condition, its load capacity has been de- 
rated to five tons and only vehicles 
weighing five tons or below are allowed 
to pass the bridge. 

Due to wear and tear, the bridge sus- 
tained extensive and major damages as 
shown by the cracking on the slab, pro- 
gressive gaps in between spans, dis- 
placed concrete railings and sidewalks, 
as well as exposed tendons of the T- 
Beams. The Valenzuela City govern- 
ment and the regional director of the 
PNP Northern Police District Office 
have been informed of the critical sta- 
tus of the bridge. We have sought the 
assistance of both offices in regulating 
traffic on the bridge by prohibiting 


heavy equipment and vehicles from us- 
ingit. 

We have recommended the total recon- 
struction of Tullahan-Ugong Bridge at an 
estimated cost of P25 million. Appropri- 
ate coordination with the Valenzuela City 
government, the MMDA and all other 
agencies concerned will be made once the 
funds are released and before the work- 
plans for the reconstruction are prepared 
and finalized 

With regard to the status of the Tulla- 
han Bridge along MacArthur Highway in 
Valenzuela City and Malabon City, the 
load capacity was reduced from 20 tons to 
10 tons due to the serious damage on its 
concrete deck and girder. 

— BERNARDO P MORENO, 

officer in charge-district engineer, 
Department of Public Works and 
Highways-NCR, Third Manila, 
Engineering District, 

Gov. Pascual Avenue, 

Malabon, Metro Manila 


Pin down the guilty in government anomalies 


I THINK that Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago is in the right direction--much of 
‘what she had exposed point to a lot of ille- 
gal government deals during the Ramos 
administration, the negative aftereffects 
of which we are feeling to this day. To 
name a few: the Centennial Expo at the 
Clark Air Base, which turned out to be a 
white elephant; the PEA-Amari deal; the 
IPP contracts; the deregulation of the oil 
industry, and the sale of Petron. The pre- 
sent administration should seriously in- 


vestigate these matters, and those found 
guilty should be prosecuted with the full 
force of the law. 

Iremember there was a committee cre- 
ated by the Arroyo administration to look 
into the IPP contracts. Where are the find- 
ings of the committee? The committee ap- 
parently has died a natural death, the 
findings seem to be nowhere, and nobody 
has been held liable. 

—DING TELERON, 
isidroteleron@hotmail.com 
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Donation good but paying taxes better--Gokongwei son 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


INA manner of speaking, its good idea. 

"That was how Lance Gokongwei, president 
of JG Summit Corp., reacted yesterday to calls 
for rich Filipinos to donate possibly up to one 
million pesos to a proposed PS-billion fund to 
help the cash-strapped government. 

But more than the symbolic gesture of do- 
nating cash, Gokongwei said big businesses 
could do more by paying their taxes correctly. 

"We already pay several kinds of taxes, like 


BIR misses 


From page Al 


reach only P29.7 billion or P13.3 billion short 
of the BIR's goal. 


Revolutionary conditions 

“Given that revenue targets have already 
been adjusted to more reasonable levels since 
the start of this year such magnitude of short- 
fall occurs only during revolutionary condi- 
tions,” Salceda said in a statement. 

He said the expected shortfall in August 
would aggravate the fiscal standing of the 
government. 

“This would bring the 2004 shortfall to P18 
billion for the first eight months, which is not 
encouraging for the full year deficit target of 
P197 billion unless the government scrapes 
further an already skeletal spending for 
2004,” Salceda said. 

Because of dwindling revenue collections, 
the government will have limited options on 
how to manage its finances, he said. 

“Borrow more or spend less” was how Sal- 


Solons agree 


From page Al 


salaries, amounting to P35,000 each. 

“What is important here is to let the people 
know that we, in Congress, are not greedy, that 
members of Congress are willing to give up their 
cone month basic pay to help alleviate the fiscal 
crisis,” Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri said. 

He added: "It might be minuscule but it is 
one step in the right direction.” 

Sen, Manuel Roxas sounded a bit more gal- 
lant. 

The former trade secretary said in Kida- 
pawan City yesterday that giving up his own 
pork barrel amounting to P200 million a year 
was “not a problem at all” if he was assured 
the money would be used.to develop the. 
countyside. "+ sija tanaga, wi 

Roxas is the fifth member of the Senate to 
declare his readiness to give up his entire 
share of the so-called Priority Development 
Assistance Fund (PDAF) to help the govern- 
ment ride outa fiscal crisis. 

More popularly called pork barrel, the 
funds intended for local development have 
been a source of kickbacks and campaign 
money for lawmakers and local officials. 

Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales last 
‘week called on members of Congress to surren- 
der their pork barrel as an act of “fasting” against 
corruption. He said giving it up could be the coun- 
trys “last chance” to recover from its fiscal woes. 

‘Sen. Panfilo Lacson has also urged his col- 
leagues to renounce their pork. 


More donors coming 

Each of the country’s 23 senators gets P200 mil- 
lion a year in pork barrel. Members of the House 
of Representatives each get 65 million a year. 

Zubiri, of Lakas, said more congressmen 
were expected to sign a memorandum he was 
circulating agreeing to donate one month of 
their basic pay to the national coffers to help 
bail the government out of its fiscal mess. 


Activist priest urges gov't: 


From page Al 


Fora start, Capalla proposed, priests, bish- 
ops and nuns could donate two months worth 
of allowances. He went as far as asking stu- 
dents to chip in by foregoing “luxuries” like 
“shopping and snacks.” 

‘The plea resulted yesterday in an assort- 
ment of reactions ranging from support to dis- 
sent and conditional agreement in between. 

Aside from El Shaddai and Couples for 
Christ, Reyes pointed to Loved Flock Founda- 
tion, and Bukas Loob sa Diyos. 

“Definitely, these organizations have more 
money than ordinary parishes that rely on 
collections (during Mass) "he said. "And their 
books are not open to the bishops. 

He recalled that an earlier suggestion by a 
CBCP member to audit El Shaddai was reject- 
ed by the other bishops. 

"The hard times were reflected in the dwindling 
daily collections in most small parishes, said Reyes, 
who currently oversees the Our Lady of the Mirac- 
ulous Medal Parish in Project 4, Quezon City 

“We have had to tighten our belts,” he sai 
unlike “rich parishes located within posh vi 
lages such as the Forbes Park or Green Mead- 
ows.” These ones were in a better position to 
raise funds to help the governme 

“The Church had a “mandate to use its resources 
for the poor," to begin with, he pointed out, but it 
could stil be a “a good ally in asking the generous 
rich to reach deeper into their pockets,” 

Te was a role that the Church could effec- 
tively play, he said, since its motives were 
hardly ever questioned, 

Reyes had another suggestion: The Philip: 


~ 


VAT, excise, income taxes. Our basic responsi- 
bility is to pay our taxes,” said the only son of 
tycoon John Gokongwei, one of the richest 
inese-Filipino businessmen in the country. 
t Corp. is the Gokongwei flagship 
‘company that is engaged in manufacturing of 
food and beverages, telecom services, real es- 
tate, retail and wholesale, and airline opera- 
tions, among others. 
While at first hesitant to reply to queries on 
whether he was willing to fork out P1 million 
for the government, Gokongwei eventually 


conceded it was a good idea. 

“This is like what they did in South Korea, 
where money and jewelry were pooled as do- 
nation to the government after the Asian cri- 
sis. Symbolically, this call is a good idea,” said 
Gokongwei. z 

Speaker Jose de Venecia has announced a 
donation of one million pesos to the proposed 
fund and appealed to wealthy Filipinos to 
match the gesture by donating cash and jew- 
elry. 


“The important thing to do is for the gov- 


ernment to improve its tax. collection,” 
Gokongwei said. “It is a good sign that law- 
makers are already giving up a substantial 
amountoftheir pork.” 

"The young Gokongwei said his family con- 
tinued to have strong faith that the country's 
economy would continue to recover. 

“I would not make any investment in this 
country if I do not believe in this government. 
We have good leadership. It’s just that there's 
a lot of issues that have accumulated over- 
time,” Gokongwei added. 


August collection target by 31% 


ceda summed up the options. 

On the nontax revenue side, the govern- 
ment had “virtually collected its full-year 
share of dividends from government-owned 
and controlled corporations way in advance 
in the first half ofthe year,” he said. 

“So we expect little or nothing on the hori- 
zon by way of incremental revenues that 
could provide any relief to a cash-strapped 
national government in the second half (of 
the year)," Salceda said. 

He noted that from January to July 2004, 
the BIR collected a total of P268.08 billion, 
which is short of its goal of P272.77 billion. 

‘The administration has asked Congress to 
pass a set of tax measures aimed at raising 
P80 billion, but a number of legislators have 
‘opposed the measures, claiming that the gov- 
ernment needs only to improve its tax collec- 
tion based on existing tax laws. 


‘Transaction value 
Lapus explained that the losses from un- 
der-declaration at the Bureau of Customs 


to give 1 month pay 


Zubiri said the salaries would be added toa 
P1.45-million fund initially put up by Speaker 
Jose de Venecia and five other congressmen. 

‘The donations will be tumed over to the De- 
partment of Budget and Management after the 
House secretary general has remitted the congress- 
menis salaries to the national treasures, he added. 

Zubiri, who gave an extra P100,000 to the 
fund, said the donations could be used to help 
ease the governments budget deficit, which 
stood at P80.1 billion in the first half of this year. 


“My humble contribution’ 

Zubiri said he was also spending his own 
money in his trip to China as part of the House 
contingent accompanying President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in her state visit. 

” “full spend my own money for my food 
and accommodation," he said in a press state- 
ment before he left. “This is my humble cor 
tribution to lessen the budget deficit which 
our country is currently facing.” 

De Venecia, who gave P1 million to launch 
the fund, said he expected 5,000 rich families 
nationwide to donate cash and jewelry to 
help him meet his P5-billion target collection. 

He said the fund would be turned over to 
the government and solely used for the con- 
struction of 20,000 classrooms and purchase 
of 20,000 computers for public school stu- 
dents. 

But Rep. Imee Marcos (Kilusang Bagong 
Lipunan, Ilocos Norte) proposed that the fund 
be given to poor people and typhoon vic 
and that it be channeled through the media, 
and not to the government. 

“We have to make sure that the money will 
go directly to the people and not let govern- 
ment touch it," she said. 


No soul-searching for them 

Atleast eight congressmen may not have to 
go through periods of anguished soul-search- 
ing over whether or not they need to donate 


pines could take a cue from Germany, which 
had imposed a “church tax" on citizens since 
the end of World War Il. He was referring to 
kirche steur, tax collected from Germans who 
joined a religion, Part of the collection went 
back to the religious establishments as addi- 
tional allowance for their priests and other 
special needs, he explained. 

Having said all that, Reyes’ bottom line 
‘was: “In these times of survival, separation of 
Church and State no longer applies. We 
should all work together.” 


Critical yes 

In Quezon province, another activist priest, Fr. 
Raul Enriquez, supported Capalla's cause, with 
conditions. He described the campaign ina phone 
interview as “a good start” and said the religious 
community should “really set the example.” 

Enriquez, parish priest of Agdangan town in 
the Bondoc Peninsula area and chair of the Kap- 
atiran and Alyansang Alay para sa Sam- 
bayanan-Quezon, said it was about time some 
clergymen tumed away from “a life surrounded 
with affluence, like air-conditioned ears and bed- 
rooms, expensive wines and sumptuous food.” 

By now, he said, Capalla's plea should have 
reached priests “drowning in perks and privi- 
leges," courtesy of rich benefactors. 

But if the clergy were to go back to “basic 
Spartan living,” Enriquez maintained, the 
government should do just as much. "This ri- 
sis would not be upon us in the first place, he 
said, if our leaders performed their duties 
honestly and judiciously." 

The collective sacrifice should involve gov- 
ernment officials, starting from Malacahang 


stemmed from the adoption since year 2000 
of the system of levying duties on the "trans- 
action value” agreed upon by the exporter 
and importer. 

Before this system was adopted, the coun- 
try had pre-shipment inspection done, for a 
fee, by the foreign firm Societe Generale 
Surveillance (SGS). The inspection serves as 
basis for customs duties. 

“The exporter and importer can agree to 
lower the transaction value of a shipment,” 
Lapus said. 

The SGS has terminated its services over 
unpaid fees. 

Lapus noted that the government was also 
losing from technical and outright smug- 
gling. 

He cited the importation of unleaded gaso- 
line, which is passed off as diesel to evade 
payment of higher duties. 


26 black holes 
In a separate interview, BIR Commissioner 
Guillermo Parayno said that a considerable 


their pork to the government. 

The reason is that they may not even have 
pork, one of them, Rep. Ronaldo Puno 
(Kampi, Antipolo City), said. 

‘This is because the eight lawmakers have 
not been factored into the 2004 national bud- 
get, which is actually the reenacted budget of 
2003. 

Three of these lawmakers are representa- 
tives of newly created legislative districts, 
namely, Puno, Roilo Golez (Kampi, 
Parafiaque) and Eduardo Roquero (Lakas, 
San Jose del Monte, Bulacan). 

The five others come from the ranks of 
newly elected party-list representatives. 

The 2004 budget of P864 billion is similar 
to the 2003 appropriations, from where the 
228:méhbers of the old 12th Congress got 
their PDAE 

‘There are 236 members in the current 13th 
Congress. 


Roxas’ terms 

“tt looks like we won't get any. But thats all 
right with me,” said Puno, who is also the 
head of the Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
bloc: “We'll have to make do with what 
comes.” 

“Tiis na lang muna (We'll just bear with it),” 
he added, 

Said neophyte Rep. Florencio Noel (par- 
'ty-list Anwaray): "We will settle for what will 
be given us.” 

Senator Roxas said that, while he was will- 
ing to give up his pork barrel, he could not al- 
low that the amount be used to pay the coun- 
try's foreign debt. 

Roxas said he would surrender his pork ifit 
would “go to development of the countryside, 
particularly the micro-small-medium enter- 
prises and the protection of the supply chain 
in the market.” 

Sen. Miram Defensor-Santiago asked the 
Senate finance committee to study the possi- 


amount of taxes was not collected because of 
exemptions in the Value-Added Tax system. 

‘Twenty-six sectors, including payments 
from doctors and lawyers, are exempted from 
VAT, according to Parayno. 

“You have 26 black holes and the amount 
of taxes is significant," Parayno said but he 
did not give the actual amount of revenues 
lost. 

Congress also played a part in the losses of 
the government. 

Parayno said the government lost revenues 
because Congress failed to index taxes on “sin 
products” like tobacco and liquor. 

Congress is considering the reactivation of 
the Legislative Executive Tax Commission 
that will not only identify needed tax and ad- 
ministrative measures but also set revenue 
targets, according to Lapus, 

The commission existed during the pre- 
martial law years but was deemed abolished 
after then strongman Ferdinand Marcos pad- 
locked Congress when he imposed martial 
lawin 1972. 


We're not greedy” 


bility of abolishing or reducing all pork barrel 
in the 2005 budget. 

"Let's seize this opportunity and reexamine 
the question of pork barrel. If we want to re- 
duce or to remove it, let it be across all three 
branches of government, not only the legisla- 
ture," she said in a news conference. 


‘Added work’ 

She said she had filed a resolution urging 
this study as well as another study on proce- 
dures for overseeing all intelligence funds of 
the military and law enforcement agencies. 

‘This is because intelligence officials are not 
required to make a documentary explanation 
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of where their funds go, she said). muasssa 


The senator said all three branches hac 


their porke barrel funids Riri" aceon iso 


“I don't like pork barrel,” she said, adding 
that this gives her “added work" because she 
has to decide where she will allocate the 
funds and monitor whether they are being 
spent properly. 

“Number two, Even if I am personally 
strictly honest with my pork barrel, I have no 
guarantee that people down the line are not 
going to steal the money that I should have 
stolen in the first place,” she said. 

Earlier this week, Lower House leaders ap- 
proved in principle a 38-percent cut in their 
pork barrel allocation for next year. 

Malacafiang has yet to make asimilar move 
to slash what lawmakers termed as President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's own pork barrel—her so- 
cial and intelligence funds. 

“We're not talking of a fixed formula or 
fixed figure, What we are saying is that the 
President, in principle, is willing to match 
the sacrifice that will be done by the legis- 
lature,” said Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye, With reports from Christine O. Aven- 
daño, Gil C. Cabacungan Jr., Jeffrey M. 
Tupas and Anthony S. Allada, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau * 


Tax El Shaddai 


down to the barangay level, Enriquez said. 
Capalla's appeal seems to have generated pos- 
itive response from outside the clergy too. En- 
riguer's province mate, environmentalist lawyer 
Asis Perez, asked for a list of depository banks 
who would accept donations for the purpose. 
“I's a worthy cause,” Perez, director of 
Tanggol Kalikasan-Southern Luzon, told the 
Inoumen. "Every peso will go a long way.” 


No way 

Even so, Quezon remains split over the is- 
sue, 

Capalla's proposal was nothing more than 
a “palliative measure,” said Noel Suministra- 
do, pastor of the Protestant United Church of 
Christ in Lucena City. 

“The fiscal crisis is structural,” Suministrado 
pointed out, "This means what we need to do is 
conduct a toral overhaul of systems, instead of 
passing the hat. Only when people see fundamen- 
tal changes will they be inspired to pitch in.” 

Fr, Pete Montallana, coordinator of the In- 
digenous Peoples Apostolate in the Prelature 
of Infanta and director of the Tribal Develop- 
ment Center, was even more skeptic. 

“Why should I help a govemment that I do not 
trust?” he bristled, "If the root causes of the crisis are 
not addressed first, we will just be taken for a ride." 

The militant group Pamalakaya couldn't 
agree more. 

“Should people give hard-earned money to 
a corrupt and immoral administration?" 
spokesperson Gerry Albert Corpuz demand- 
ed. He denounced the campaign as “highly in- 
sulting to our intelligence,” and said Capalla 
and the CBCP were acting like President 


Macapagal-Arroyo's "apologists.” 


Unsolicited help 

Without prompting from the Church, alum- 
ni of Dumaguete City’s Silliman University 
embarked on several fund-raising activities 
during their class reunions on Saturday, the 
institution's 103rd foundation anniversary. 

SU High School Class 1962 passed a bag into 
which partying members dropped their jewelry, 
with which they hoped to "help defray the coun- 
trys deficit" Other batches followed suit. 

Inspired by this, two retired generals who 
once rebelled against the government came 
out to support the drive. 

On Tuesday, retired Maj. Gen. Raymundo Jar- 
que, security consultant of Philippine National 
Oil Co-Energy Development Corp, called up 
Hector “Tata” Villanueva, Batch '62 president, to 
offer his own gold ring. He said the ring was a 
gift from a Tausug friend in the late 19705. 

Jargue defected to the National Democrat- 
ic Front in October 1995 in protest over the 
persecution by senior officers. He resurfaced 
as military consultant for the NDF panel in the 
March 1996 peace talks. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Edgardo Abenina, who led 
coup attempts against the Aquino administration in 
1987 and 1989, lauded the SU alumnis efforts. 

"| am a poor man, and 1 cannot give you 
anything but advice,” Abenina told Villanue- 
va, "Make sure no politician rides on it.” 

‘The jewelry collected on Saturday will be 
auctioned this month by the Silliman Alumni 
Association Inc., after the pieces are ap- 
praised.  Witha report from Alex Pal, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 
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from IRA cut 


BACOLOD CITY—The Iloilo provincial board has passed a 
resolution urging President Macapagal-Arroyo to desist view the country's policy on debt 
from cutting or suspending the IRA share of local govern- Semire, 


Ma, 5 kids 
classmates 
in school 


TABACO CITY—The family that 
studies together learns together. 

Perhaps, this was what Elomi- 
nada Velasco, 35, had in mind 
when she agreed to attend a class 
where five of her eight children 
are her classmates at the San 
Lorenzo Elementary School's 
compound here. 

Elominada and her chil- 
dren—Ely, 13, Edmond, 12, 
Arceli, 9, Raymart, 8 and Andrea, 
7—are classmates under the De- 
partment of Education's Basic Lit- 
eracy Program (BLP) being im- 
plemented by the Tabaco Division 
under its Non-Formal Education 
(NFE) Program. The program 
started in February this year. 

The six Velasco family mem- 
bers are among the nine pioneer- 
ing students who attend the spe- 
cial class from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. ev- 
ery Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

“Elominada and her children 
are religious in attending their 
classes," said Ireen Asancha, NFE 
mobile teacher. 

Asancha, however, said a 
member or two of the Velasco 
children are sometimes absent 
because they have to take care of 
their younger siblings or work as 
peddiers at the city's downtown. 

“There have been times that 
they would also bring the three 
other children to the classroom 
because nobody in the family 
could take care of them," she 
said, 

Asancha added that during the 
first few months of the sessions, 
the Velascos were always all pre- 
sent and striving to know how to 
count, read and write. 

Now, after seven months, 
Elominada and her children al- 
ready know how to count and 
write their names and are start- 
ing to read the letters of the al- 
phabet, the teacher said. 

"Edmond can read the alpha- 
bet faster than his mother,” she 
said. 

Elominada said that despite 
hardships in life, she wanted very 
much to know how to read, write 
and count, even though it was al- 
ready too late. - 

She said she did not have the 
opportunity to be educated be- 
cause her parents sent her to 
work as a househelp at the age of 
seven, until she got married. 

She recalled that before the 
DepEd's Basic Literacy Program, 
she had worked as a househelp in 
various households but she did 
not know how much she had 
been paid for her labor. 

“Sometimes, they gave me 
rice, sugar, coffee or milk and lit- 
tle amount of money,” Elominada 
sait Job Belen, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 
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Gloria asked to spare LGUs 


ment units (LGUs). 


‘The 13-member body unani- 
mously passed the resolution dur- 
ing its regular session on Tuesday. 

It was sponsored by board 
member Lilia Gonzales, president 
of the Iloilo chapter of the Provin- 
cial Councilors’ League (PCL). 

In its resolution, the board said 
the IRA is the “lifeblood of re- 
sources of local governments” 
and is important in the delivery of 
basic and vital social services. 

The IRA is the tax share of 
LGUs, which get 40 centavos of 
every peso in taxes collected by 
the government. 


gave autonomy to LGUs. 


by Malacahang. 


tion to the plan, 


The resolution said cutting or mented belt-tightening measures. 
suspending the share of LGUs vio- 
late constitutional provisions that | demician asked the national govem- 

ment to spare the allocation for the 
Malacañang earlier announced Muslim Mindanao region from cuts. 
plans to reduce the IRA of LGUs by 
P35 billion to avert a financial crisis lor of the Mindanao State University 
but it later said it wants to freeze it Marawi Campus, told the INQUIRER 
to the current level after encounter- 
ing resistance from local executives. 

‘The provincial board 


GRADUATES 


graduation rites at the program's end. 


expressing its opposi- 


In Marawi City, a Muslim aca- 


Dr Macabangkit Ati, vice chancel- 


that a cut in resources intended for 
Muslim Mindanao means curtailing 
the the already low levels of socal ser- 
biggest factor causing the fiscal vices delivered tothe people. 

crisis was heavy debt payment 
that constitutes 71 percent in the 
proposed 2005 budget submitted prevalent lack of these services, 
and now the sustained flow of re- 


“This is worrisome given that 
the region is still fraught with 


LGUs have imple- 


peace building.” 
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sources is threatened,” he said. 

Ati, a public administration 
academic, said the enormity of 
the development challenge still 
facing the region justifies the ar- 
gument against a cutback. 

Sparing Muslim Mindanao from 
the budget cuts, he said, would be 
an expression of the governments 
desire for peace in the region. 

Ati said the task of providing 
education has a “potent role in 


“Its effect takes time but only a 
true, proper and relevant educa- 
tion can provide the region's 
youth with equal opportunity for 
socio-economic advancement like 
others in the country.” Ati said. 

In Metro Manila, Muntinlupa 
City Mayor Jaime Fresnedi said 
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; unrest grows 


It urged the President to re- 


should the IRA cut proceed, it 
should be based on LGUs’ depen- 
dence on them. 

Fresnedi reiterated the Metro 
Manila mayors’ unanimous oppo- 
sition to plans to slash the IRA. 

“The cuts, if they could not be 
avoided, should be rationalized. 
It would not be fair if the IRA cut 
would be the same for all local 
units. Some cities and municipal- 
ities are more dependent on IRA 
than others,” he said. 

The mayor cited Muntinlupa's 
experience wherein the city gov- 
ernment gets P300 million in an- 
nualIRA.  . Carla Gomez and 
Nestor Burgos, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau; Ryan Rosauro, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau and Jerome An- 
ing in Manila 


ROUNDUP 


Gas dealer apologizes 
BAY.Laguna—A gaso- 
Tine dealer here, whose 
station was reported by 
‘the Inowren on Tuesday 
as deceiving com- 
muters, sent its apolo- 
gies on Tuesday. Ina 
telephone interview with 
the inoue, Total gaso- 
line dealer Emy Div- 
inaflor said bad weather 
and the shortcoming of 
a gasoline worker caused the two incidents of price 
discrepancies. “It was not intended (to cheat com- 
muters). | admonished my gasoline worker...to ad- 
just the fuel price displays and report to me prompt- 
lyif he has difficulty doing his job. This will not hap- 
pen again,” Divinaflor said. Iouen reported on. 
Tuesday that on Aug. 23, this correspondent caught 
the station charging him P21 per liter when its price 
display showed that the price was ate more than 
P20 only. This was the second time the Inouirea ob- 


ge Tatak 


| served this practice done by the station, prompting 
| this correspondent to request the gasoline boy to 


warn his bosses of the deception. 
Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Transport head shot dead 
CALAMBA CITY—Two unidentified assailants 
gunned down the leader of a transport group in 
Tondo, Manila near a transport terminal in Baran- 
gay Luzviminda 1 in Dasmariñas, Cavite just be- 
fore dawn Tuesday. Senior Supt. Roberto Rosales, 


Cavite police director, identified the victim as Gre- 


Filipino soldiers who finished a training program on antiterrorism tactics shake hands with their American trainers during 


Pampanga gov’s power on contracts clipped 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— The provin- 
cial board of Pampanga did not grant Gov. 
Mark Lapid authority to enter into con- 
tracts for projects covered by the 
province's 20 percent development fund. 

In Resolution 139 approved on Mon- 
day, Lapid was allowed to contract out 
only goods and equipment worth P25.9 
million; non-office account, P16.5 mil- 

jvelihood loans P6 million; and 
calamity fund, P22 million. 

Vice Gov. Joseller Guiao, the board's 
presiding officer, said the board did not 
give Lapid a blanket authority to use the 
development fund. 

The fund, appropriated with P121.9 mil- 
lion in the P670-million 2004 provincial 
budget, has a balance of P67.6 million. 

It was the single biggest item in the 
five-item list requested by provincial bud- 
get officer Nida Manalad for Lapid. 

Lapid, as chair of the provincial bids 
and awards committee, asked the board 


to give him authority to enter into con- 
tracts for supplies and civil works in ac- 
cordance with Republic Act 9184 or the 
new law on government procurement 
system. 

Last week, the resolution faced rough 
sailing. Twelve board members demand- 
ed a detailed list of proposed expendi- 
tures from the local finance committee. 

In the Aug. 23 session, the committee 
was put to task for allowing Lapid to enter 
into contracts without the authority of the 
board. 

Manalad and provincial lawyer Regina 
Guarin admitted to the lapse, saying it 
was only after a national government- 
sponsored workshop in early August that 
the implementing rules of RA 9184 was 
clarified to them. 

Board Member Eduardo Chu, the only 
lawyer in the board, proposed to exclude 
the development fund from Lapid's control. 

Guiao earlier asserted the board's pow- 


er to strictly monitor the spending of the 
development fund to avoid a repeat of 
controversies involving negotiated con- 
tracts. 

He was referring to the P100-million 
contracts during the last term of the gover- 
nor’ father, now Sen. Manuel “Lito” Lapid. 

The development funds contained crit- 
ical items like the construction, mainte- 
nance and repair of roads, bridges, hospi- 
tals, artesian wells and water systems and 
materials of pathways. 

Guiao said the board was “not in bad 
terms” with the governor. The monitoring 
system over funds, he said, was part ofthe 
board's mandate. 

In a related development, more than 
half of the province's P30-million calami- 
ty fund has already been spent even asthe 
province dealt with its first major calami- 
ty the widespread flooding in the 
province, last week. Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


Napocor says opening of dam didn’t worsen floods 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—The re- 
lease of water from the San Roque 
Dam in San Manuel, Pangasinan did 
not aggravate the flooding in the 
province or in neighboring Tarlac, an 
official of the National Power Corp. 
said. 

The discharge was confined to the 
Agno River and not to tributaries lead- 
ing to Urdaneta and Dagupan cities, 
and the towns of Bayambang and Man- 
aoag, according to Alex Palada, chief of 
the Napocors Flood Forecasting and 
Warning Systems for Dam Operation 
(FFSWDO). 

Palada said the dam began releas- 
ing water at 5 p.m. on Aug. 26, do- 
ing that gradually by opening the 


gate starting at a meter until it 


reached the maximum opening of 
16 meters. 

‘At its peak until 10 a.m. of Aug. 27, 
the dam released 3,000 cubic meters of 
water per second. 

On Aug. 30, the volume went 
down to 500 cubic meters per sec- 
ond. Also on that day, the water ele- 
vation at the dam reached 282.9 me- 
ters, up from its normal level of 280 
meters. 

“In the course of our operations, the 
dam accommodated 240 million cubic 
meters of water, which is big,” he told 
the Inquirer in a phone interview. He 
referred to the monsoon rains induced 
by Typhoons Marce and Chaba last 
week. 

In contrast, the dam took in only 100 
million cubic meters of water during 
the height of Typhoon Igme in the first 
week of July, he said. 


The release of water, Palada said, 
was “coordinated” with local govern- 
ment officials. “We issued adequate 
warnings,” he added. 

‘The FFSWDO relayed the same 
warning to at least six remote-con- 
trolled stations along the Agno River, he 
said. 

"We had to ensure the stability of the 
dam,” he said. He also said the dam did 
not suffer any damage. 

In Pampanga, the provincial board in 
Monday's regular session approved a 
resolution convening a flood summit 
the province. 

The proponent, Vice Gov. Joseller 
Guiao, said the summit would try to 
“coordinate, integrate and synchro- 
nize” the anti-flooding measures be- 
ing undertaken by the Department 
of Public Works and Highways, 
provincial, municipal and barangay 


governments. 

‘Through the summit, Board Member 
Lilia Pineda said she also wanted to find 
out why despite the huge funds fun- 
neled into flood mitigating measures, 
Pampanga continued to experience se- 
rious flooding, 

For instance, the DPWH spent 
P3.S-billion in Japanese loan for 
flood-control work along the Pasig- 
Potrero River. 

Inaseparate resolution, Board Mem- 
ber Aurelio Gonzales urged the DPWH 
to study the structural integrity of the 
Amedo Dike. 

Built at the time of the American 
colonial government, this dike snakes 
from Arayat to Apalit towns. It protects 
sixriverside towns from the strong cur- 
rents of the Pampanga River that 
drains 30 river systems in Central Lu- 
zon. 


gorio Gamba, 44, and president of the Delpan 


Jeepney Drivers Association. He said Gamba was 


sitting inside a passenger jeep at about 5 a.m. 
when two gunmen came and shot him repeatedly. 
The victim died on the spot after suffering at least 
five bullet wounds in the chest and head. Police 
have yet to determine the motive of the kiling. 
‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Quezon councilor slain 
LUCENA CITY—A municipal councilor from Do- 
lores, Quezon was shot dead by two unidentified 
assailants Saturday, a police report said. Noelito 
Cabrera, 49, resident of Barangay Bungoy, Do- 
lores was filling up the tank of a passenger jeep In 
his own gasoline station in Barangay Bulakin at 
around 5:45 a.m. when the gunmen aboard a red 
"motorcycle shot him tour times in different parts 
of the body with a .45 cal. pistol. Policemen from 
the nearby station, which is only some 200 me- 
ters from the crime scene, immediately chased 
the fleeing gunmen but lost them. Cabrera was 
rushed to a hospital in San Pablo City but was 
pronounced dead on arrival 

Dellin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


New Mindoro cop chief 
CITY OF CALAPAN—Philippine National Police 
Chief Director General Edgardo Aglipay installed 
Senior Supt. Marcos L. Flores, a native of Tarlac, 
‘on Aug. 25 as new provincial director for Oriental 
Mindoro. Flores replaced Senior Supt. Voltaire 
Calzado who is now assigned to the regional of- 
fice. He vowed to support Aglipay’s campaign 
against Taba (tamad, abusado, bastos, ayaw 
pagdisiplina) policemen to promote Care (cour- 
tesy, action, result, example) in the PNP and con- 
tinue the fight against ilegal drugs. 

Donna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Increase in ship rates 

CITY OF CALAPAN—A group ol drivers and oper- 
ators are opposing the new lane metering system 
for rl-omrol-oft vessels plying the Calapan- 
Batangas route. The system was based on an or- 
der rom the Department ot Transportation and 
Communication, in which vehicles are measured 
according to length multiplied by P8.05 (charge 
per meter). Then this is multiplied by 24 nautical 
miles, which is the distance from Calapan port to 
Batangas port. Edgar de Luna, secretary of the 
Samahan ng mga Tawid-Dagat na Tsuper at Oper- 
ator ng Orienta! Mindoro, led the complaint be- 
fore the provincial board, which was set to pass a 
resolution condemning the increase in rates. It 
emphasizes on the effect of the new system on 
the province as part al the Strong Republic Nauti- 
cal Highway, which is intended to speed up travel 
from Luzon to Mindanao on an economical bud- 
get Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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“She's just too kind to die this way’ 


By Marlon Ramos 
City of Sta. Rosa 


T 


HE MOMENT Abigail Carvajal, 29, heard of the news that 
her mother Melita, a leader of a women's group, was shot 
and killed by an assassin in front of their house in Baran- 


gay Dila in Laguna's City of Santa Rosa on Friday, the horror of 
her father's death kept flashing back in her mind. 


Pedro Carvajal, then 38, who ran 
the family's construction supply store, 
was gunned down by a policeman over 
a traffic altercation in 1990. The gun- 
man remains at large, while his cohort 
was shot dead a few days after the 
murder. E 

“It was like a bad dream,” Abigail 
lamented. “They were killed in almost 
the same way--they were killed at about 
8:30 a.m. They were both treacherously 
shot four times." 

Since her father’s death, Abigail 
said her mother, popularly known as 
Tita or Ate Mely in the community, be- 


came the sole breadwinner of the fam- 
ily. With sheer perseverance, Melita 
was able to send all her three children 
to college. 

Abigail is now a resident obstetrician 
at the San Juan de Dios Medical Hospital 
in Manila. Her older brother, a nurse, 
was working in Kuwait, while their 
youngest is employed in Manila. 

Abigail and her relatives could not 
imagine why someone wanted to kill Meli- 
ta, a caring and loving person, even to oth- 
ers. “My mother would even give up our 
last money just to help others. She was just 
too kind to die this way,” she said. 


Mistaken identity . 


SOLAR Films Inc. president Wilson 
Tieng has denied owning any piece of 
land in Laguna, contrary to what was 
reported in the story that came out in 
the Aug. 28 issue of the Inquirer titled 
“Militant women's group leader 
slain.” 

The story quoted Luz Baculo, 
secretary general of the Pagkakaisa 
ng mga Manggagawa sa Timog 
Katagalugan, as saying that Carva- 
jal's helping the settlers of a disput- 
ed land in Barangay Pulong Sta. 
Cruz might have led to her killing. 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 


Legazpi City 
HERE'S hope for peace, 
according to an Albay- 


I based radio broadcast- 


er, citing this story as an ex- 
ample. 

‘On Aug. 26, the air lanes of Legazpi 
City became the negotiating table be- 
tween Communist Party spokesperson 
Gregorio “Ka Roger” Rosal and Army 
Brig. Gen. Ramon Santos, which 
paved the way for the release two 
days later of two militiamen captured 
by New People’s Army (NPA) rebels in 
Albay. 

For about 20 minutes, Rosal and 
Santos, head of the 901st infantry 
Brigade, swapped ideas on how to 
achieve peace amid increasing cases 
of government soldiers held by the 
NPA. 

Johnny Dematera of the public affairs 
program “Bicol Target” of radio station 
d2GB hosted the dialogue on the air, a 
day after rebels belonging to the NPAs 
Santos Binamira Command captured 
two members of the Citizens’ Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu) in Ca- 
maligtown. 

A week earlier, the NPA's Romulo Jal- 
lores Command released two Army sol- 
diers in Presentacion town in neighbor- 
ing Camerines Sur. 

The Albay rebels seized Allan Madara 


The story further guoted Baculo as 
saying Carvajal helped residents of 
a land being claimed by business- 
man Wilson Tieng of Solar Films 
Inc. 

PDI Laguna correpondent Mar- 
lon Ramos said he had confused the 
disputed land where Carvajal was 
involved as that one in Cavite, 
which he had also written about 
earlier. 

“It was my mistake. I apologize to 
Mr. Wilson Tieng or the Solar Films 
Inc,” Ramos said. 


DEMATEI 


and Henry Nabor on Aug. 24. They had 
thought that the two were Army soldiers 
based in Barangay Tagoytoy, Camalig. 
The militiamen are attached to the Army 
detachment in the nearby village of Tal- 
adong. 


Phone interviews 

Dematera coordinated with key 
personalities of the communist move- 
ment and the Army through phone in- 
terviews during his program. He suc- 


But to Carvaja's brother Chit 
Trinidad, and to members of the Mama- 
mayan ng Sta. Rosa para sa Kagalingan, 
Kaunlaran at Kapayapaan tungo sa Mag- 
andang Kinabukasan (MSRK3), her 
death was no surprise. 

Trinidad, 44, believed that Carva- 
jal's activities with the MSRK3, an al- 
liance of residents who had opposed 
the cityhood of Sta. Rosa, triggered 
the killing. 


Lifestyle check 

He said his elder sister, together with 
small businessmen and urban poor 
groups, organized the MSRK3 as a 
watchdog of local government officials 
whom they suspected of amassing ques- 
tionable wealth. 

Carvajal, the group's leader and 
founder, was particularly critical of the 
proposed ciryhood “because (we believe 
that) it would only burden the small 
businessmen and ordinary citizens of 
Sta. Rosa,” Trinidad added. 

Carvajal had filed a petition before the 
Supreme Court to nullify the results of a 
plebiscite conducted on June 10 that led 
tothe once rustic town’s cityhood. 

Carvajal, he sid, had initiated the res- 
idents' request for a “lifestyle check" on 
local government officials. 

“Ate Mely and several hundreds ofres- 
idents deemed these officials had illegal- 
ly acquired their immense wealth. She 
feared that converting the town into a 
city would only aggravate the corruption 
in the local government,” Trinidad said 
during the wake of his sister. 

Trinidad said Carvajal had also de- 
nounced the demolition of hundreds of 
houses on a lot being claimed by the 
owners of subdivision developer Anda- 


sol/Promenade in Barangay Pulong Sta. 
Cruz. 


Bicol radioman gives peace 


Host of dialogue on air between military and communist rebel leaders. 
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ceeded in getting Rosal's confirmation 
of the capture of Madara and Nabor 
after the CPP leader contacted the 
NPA unit operating in Albay. Madara 
and Nabor had been reported missing 
earlier. 

In another interview, Dematera also 
confirmed the capture from the 
spokesperson of the CPP-led National 
Democratic Front in Bicol, Greg Ba- 
fares. Reporters of dzGB had fed ap- 
peals from Nabor's family to spare 


help other people and would even share 
the last centavo in her pocket. 


The demolition led to violent con- 
frontations between policemen and the 
residents. 


Late bloomer 
‘Trinidad said his sister began to be in- 
volved in mass actions only three years 


Carvajal became popular because of 
her being helpful to other people, espe- 
cially the disadvantaged, he said. “Ate 
Mely was always there, ready to help 
other people. She would even share the 
last centavo in her pocket.” 

“But she was firm," he added, “and 
ready to fight for the rights of ordinary 
citizens’ 

Residents had persuaded her to run 
for councilor during the last elections, 


a chance 


their-son's life and free the militia;,. 


men. 

Nabors mother even cried on air as 
Dematera was talking with Bañares. The 
NDF leader assured the families of the 
Cafgu members that they were being 
treated humanely and that they would 
be released immediately upon clearance 
from their captors. 


Handover 

Dematera said an NPA contact on 
Friday night informed him by phone 
of the release of Madara and Nabor 
on Saturday morning and requested 
him to receive them somewhere in Al- 
bay. 

“Conscious of the security proce- 
dures of the NPA rebels, | quietly 
gathered my crew with no mention of 
the release and proceeded to the 
specified place where the two mili- 
tias were to be turned over,” he re- 
vealed. 

Dematera said he was not surprised 
that Madara and Nabor were mistaken as 
Army soldiers because most of the Cafgu 
members were armed with high-pow- 
ered weapons. 

All the rebels he saw seemed to be in 
their late 20s and 40s, he said. 

An NPA rebel, who introduced him- 
self as Ka Medel, handed over the 
militiamen to Dematera at about 10 
a.m. The broadcaster was informed 
that the former captives were given 
P500 each for transportation, and 


but she ended up 14th in the race for the 
eight seats in the city council. 


Destiny 

Trinidad said a life-changing experi- 
ence had prompted Carvajal to join the 
protest movement. Sometime in 2001, 
Carvajal saw how hired men and police- 
men dispersed hundreds of residents 
who opposed the demolition of over 800 
houses in Pulong Sta. Cruz. 

“Ate Mely went to the area to check on 
her business stall located in the area. 
Maybe, the incident was somehow set 
for her to see how our government and 
the police treat people fighting for their 
rightto a decent life," Trinidad said. 

For Carvajal's friend, Luz Baculo, sec- 
retary general of the Pagkakaisa ng mga 
Manggagawa sa Timog Katagalugan, her 
role in organizing women is a destiny. 

“Even her birthday, March 8, falls on the 
Intemational Women's Day,” Baculo said. 

She said Carvajal served as an inspira- 
tion to other women threatened by de- 
molition. 

Baculo remembered how Mely stood 
by the eight women arrested and jailed 
by the police during a demolition last 
year “She could have posted bail, but she 
stayed with the women until all of them 
were taken into custody by the nuns of 
the St. Scholastica’s College,” she said. 

Last year, Carvajal was asked to be- 
come the Chair for Sta. Rosa of the 
partylist group Gabriel 

Trinidad said Carvajal had received 
several death threats a few weeks before 
she was killed. But his sister ignored the 
warnings, saying “all things will happen 
ifivs bound to happen.” 

“Ate Mely never believed in death 
threats, She said she didn't want to bur- 
den her children and other relatives 
about the threats,” Trinidad lamented. 


on air 


personal items, such as soap and 
toothpaste. 

Dematera said the turnover happened 
very quickly as the NPA rebels were an- 
ticipating a counteroffensive from the 
Army once information reached the com- 
mand unit of Madara and Nabor in the 
nearby village. 


Tearful reunion 

The militiamen were whisked off in- 
to a van and brought to the dzGB sta- 
tion, where their loved ones nervously 
awaited them since early morning of 
Saturday. 

The families of Madara and Nabor 
burst into tears during their reunion, De- 
materasaid. 

He said he realized how quickly the 
NPA rebels responded to the appeals 
even without the suspension of military 
and police operations. 

But Dematera recalled that he was 
amazed With the outcome of the live 
discussion between Rosal and Santos 
that kept listeners posted to the pro- 
gram. 

“I was impressed with the way Ka 
Roger and General Santos rationally and 
professionally deliberated before the 
public their parallel positions of attain- 
ing peace through continuous dialogue, 
Should I still doubt that there is hope for 
peace if only the NPA rebels and the gov- 
‘ernment hammer out differences in ide- 
ology through continuing peace talks?” 
hesaid. 


By Jocelyn Uy and Emir Gamis 


Tä TIME, she can see 


both sides of the world, 
thanks to Good Samari- 
tans. 

Marissa Gutlay, the 3-month-old ba- 
by who was afflicted with nasofrontal 
encephalocele, is a step closer to recov- 
ery as she finally went under the knife 
at the National Children's Hospital in 
‘Quezon City about a month ago. 

Eleanor Hagos, a friend of Marissa's 
mother from Sorsogon who accompa- 
nied and assisted them during their stay 
in Manila, said the large bulge in the ba- 
by's face had been reduced and was no 
longer hampering her movements. 

“Matabaon na siya (She has gained 
weight),” Hagos noted. 

The baby vill be christened in Butag 
chapel in Bulan town in Sorsogon this 
Saturday. 

Marissa's condition is a rare congeni- 
tal disorder in the nervous system. She 


was born with a gap in the skull. 
‘Anomaly 


Doctors say such anomaly occurs in 
‘one out of 1,000 live births, during the 
first month upon conception when the 
nervous system of the fetus is devel- 
oped. 

‘The soft, irregular growth—the size 
of a basketball—on Marissa's temple 
had weighed down her face, obstruct- 
ing her eyes and nose. Due to the weight 
of the bulge, she was often confined to 
one of her sides; she would cry to signal 
her mother that she would like to be 
turned over to the other side. 

‘After the operation, the first of two pro- 
cedures, she can now move her head un- 
aided. 

When the Inquirer visited them in a 
small room at the White Cross Chil- 
dren's Home in San Juan, Miriam was 
carrying her daughter without diffcul- 
ty: Before, she had to put a pillow un- 
derneath the baby's head to support the 
bulge. 


Marissa can also be propped up to a 
sitting position. “She can move freely 
now. And she doesn't cry too much any- 
more,” Miriam said. 

The woman said her daughter might 
become a ballerina someday. “She al- 
ways hoists her legs up," Miriam said. 


Charity 

Through the spirit of charity, Miriam 
and. Marissa were welcomed at the 
White Cross Children's Home a week 
before the operation. 

Lina Santiago, whose sister, Ma. Vi 
toria Concepcion, is the vice president 
of the board of directors of White Cross, 
read about the Gutlays’ plight in the In- 
oumen, said Mely Vargas, acting admin- 
istrator of the facility 

“She told her sister about the Gutlays 
and since there was space here at White 
Cross, they were taken in,” Vargas said 
over the phone. 

The two occupied a room inside the 
hall, where nursery classes are also be- 
ing held. The room has two beds, a re- 


3-month-old baby now sees both sides of the world 


frigerator and a television, as well as a 
small bathroom and reception area. 

Santiago also provided Marissa's ba- 
sic needs, such as milk, diapers, food 
and clothes, Vargas added. 

Miriam had brought only two clothes 
with her because she thought their stay 
at the NCH would be brief. 

The operation on July 23 had to be 
reset for another week as Marissa devel- 
oped cough and colds. It was a success- 
ful procedure, said neurosurgeon Dr. 
Benedicto Baronia of the NCH. 


Plastic surgery 

One-fourth of the bulge is still pre- 
sent, which will be important on the last 
procedure, the corrective or plastic 
surgery, Baronia said. 

“The bulge is still significant, but left 
it that way to provide much skin for the 
plastic surgery. The skin from the bulge 
will be used for the reconstruction of 
her nose,” Baronia said. 

The next procedure is scheduled for 
January, which will be performed by plas- 


tic surgeon Dr Ed Gonzales, also of the 
NCH. 

Before they left Manila for Sorsogon, 
Miriam was told that Marissa should 
visit the hospital once a month for a 
checkup. But Hagos said they might not 
be able to bring Marissa to Manila once 
amonth. 

“They dont have enough money to 
spend for the fare anymore,” she said. 
They even had to borrow money for the 
bus fare to Sorsogon. The fare for the 
Legazpi-Manila route, costs up to P500 per 
passenger. Air-conditioned buses charge 
higher. 

But they would definitely be in Manila 
in time for the second operation, Hagos 
said. 

The expenses will still be shouldered 
by the Philippine Band of Mercy, a foun- 
dation for poor children, based in 
Malate, Manila. White Cross will also 
accommodate them again. 

“We are really thankful to the people 
who are helping us," Miriam said, with 
joyin hereyes. 
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ects ngiisn-on ones setin ni 

JI suspects moved 

THE MANILA Regional Court (RTC) 

has ordered the transfer of detention 

oftwo alleged Jemaah Islamiyah By Tarra V. Quismundo So called “Free Zones,” where lobby and corridors, where the restrooms, open field, quadran- in classrooms,” he said 

members tagged In the 2000 Rizal students may speak in any lan- PLM population should speak gle and gymnasium. PLM is the first of the three 

Day bombing, RTC Branch 29 Judge WATCH your tongue. guage they wish, have also been and converse in English from 9 — "I think over a period of one city-operated colleges to imple- 

Cielito Grulla issued the temporary Students of the Pamantasan ng designated, am. to 11a.m., and again from 2 year, we should be very comfort: ment this program, which is 

commitment order on Tuesday for Lungsod ng Maynila (PLM) were “We would like to create an en- p.m, to 4 p.m. able in speaking in En aimed at making students feel 

Mamasa Naga and Abdul Pata tothe warned as the city began imple- vironment where if you speak in Next semester, the "English Tayabas said confidently. comfortable in using English in 

Philippine National Police Custodial menting its English only policy in Filipino in English Zones, you will Hours” in these places will be He added that teachers would their daily lives. 

Force atthe PNP Headquarters n the school. not get an answer” PLM presi- from9a.m.to 12 noon, and again be tapped to encourage an envi- Also slated to implement the 

Camp Crame. Since their arrest in ‘The campus has been divided dent Benjamin Tayabas told the from2p.m.to4p.m. ronment where students would program are the City College of 

Waray Cy on Ang 2 Bag allas jnto language zones where stu- INQUIRER. Classrooms and offices have be prompted to speak in English. Manila and Eulogio Amang Ro- 

fee Ina) di sad v fn a a Ne. dents and faculty should be con- — The creation of the "speaking been designated as strictly En- Tayabas said they were trying driguez Institute of Science and 

Hiwa bi oaen bengal Jandy, scious of how they speak, zones” are stated in Pamantasan glish only areas, where students to tap the power of peer pressure Technology. 

Quismundo = a Starting this month, PLM's administrative order No. 15- and teachers must speak straight in influencing others. However, Tayabas said the 
10,000 students would have to 2004, which lays down PLM's En- English throughout the day. “Teachers will serve as models schools have yet to begin its im- 

8armed men caught speek in English in designated glish Proficiency Program. The “Free Zones,” where and we will implement a system plementation and might follow 

ight peak a E H ; i eap orged Js Hi kupa ; 
mantr suspend toemon "English Zones" and at given En- — English Zones include class- speaking in English s optional,- where students will be reporting suit before the end of the current 
oita Nen Peones Army were... BlShspeaking hours. rooms, faculty lounges, offices, include the university canteen, teachers who don’t speak English, semester. 


arrested by members ofthe Central 
Police District at a checkpoint early N 

yesterday morning In Quezon Gy PA : ew woes 
‘Arrested were Eric Ignacio, 25; 

Rafael Santos, 24; Ramil Oliva, 2 ( 4 ; H 
eer | J ; hit rehab 
cia, 20, all of Montalban, Rizal; } = e x 
Joven Bartulay, 44; Inocentes Da- y ere a 

See | = of Tullahan 
Rey Francisco, 20, of Norzagaray, L. a Kimmon 

Bulacan, They yielded six high-pow- 


ered firearms when stopped ata NG = ä E ; i i s Na Mm bridge 


checkpoint along Molave Street, 
Barangay Payatas around 2 a.m. 
Tina G. Santos 


Kas aon DO yCotE E i i ‘THE TULLAHAN bridge on Mac- 
yesterday 2 y hur Highway in Valenzuel 
vowed to boycott gas retailers in i a RN NG a 
Quezon City which local treasury of- x : à ONY mede anal ioe 
ficials said had cheated consumers. | “ i 5 ` Taka Due aaoita ading to de. 
Mar Garvida, president of the Jays in construction just keep on 
Pinagkaisang Samahan ng mga Tsu- KONG, 
per at Opereytor Nationwide, said he : N $ Mayor Sherwin Gatchalian 
had advised his members to avoid a TV 3 said he would not allow the pro- 
filling up at the 44 stations included F E Jectto begin until the Department 
in the city's list of delinquent gas 5 ST of Public Works and Highways 
dealers. But city teasurer Victor En- ` (DPWH) finds a way to build the 
driga said it was now safer to gas up bridge without having to shut it 
in the 44 gasoline stations, saying i N : E down. 
these had already been properly cal- A The other day, Gatchalian told 
ibrated. Tina G. Santos b DPWH officials to “reevaluate 
N (their) construction strategy” so 
A star for Aglipay y ht that they would just partially 
THE NATIONAL Police Commission : Siar close the bridge. 
has recommended the promotion of k K Š A 
Deputy Pea General Edgar Agli- jä = E Business endangered 
pay to Director General after he was 
appointed on Aug. 18 as the new AWA THROUCHIETRE n 5 : 3 ase An rp 
a anne | Rain and flood fall to dampen the spirit of Malabon City residents who go about their lives in spite of the frequent rise of water in many of a e bime wi 
prooton is mandatedunder Soc... | their neighborhoods. Above, students and other city flk—many managing to smile—wade through flooded Letre Road. ees Ma EA ND 
tion 29 of Republic Act No. 6975 or a whee 


The existing plan, which the 
the PNP Law. Margaux €. Ortiz DPWH hopes to implement by 


A smelly affair a kill . M k Ö Ö h December, will reguire the total 
Asmelyatair..... Wrong time kills woman in Makati mishap Gusa 
was follow the smell to find out why Project director Gil Villanueva 


the said the proposal to close only 
thara was lol bdo long a et A TRUCK driver who tried to re- tied to flag him down. Galindo did not stop and contin- — Alvarez denied the drivers half of the bridge during con- 


Barangay Sia Lucia ey Sumbat ‘ist apprehension for violating — Mandaluyong traffic enforcer ued driving towards Makati. This claim and even added that two struction would, be impossible 
upon Romeo Tagay 30: Berny Cal- the ruck ban accidentally killed a Renato Alvarez said it was 8:15 prompted Alvarez to jump onto truck helpers ganged up on him. with the P50 million budget for 
Grigaséxensionaroundtipan, Pedestrian in Makati City Tues- p.m. and still within the time dur-thesideofthetruckin aneffortto At the Makati Traffic Enforce the project 

while the three illegally dumping day night, ing which trucks were prohibited have the driver pull over. ment Group Office, Galindo con- He said they would be using 
usa intoa canai They reemploy- Driver Ernesto Galindo tried to from plying Metro Manila's roads. Suddenly, the 10-wheel truck tinued to insist that it was 9 p.m. heavy equipment during the con. 
tes of "EMB Excavation and Plumbing drive off and hit Rochelle Jasmin However when accosted, Ga- veered to the right and ran over when Alvarez accosted him. struction and these would eat up 
Services.” Two patrolling policeman Latina, 27, of Mandaluyong City. lindo, said that it was already 9 Latina, who was then walking to- However, Descalzo pointed out much space. 

chanced upon their truck (URV 651) Investigator SPO] Miguel Des- p.m. on his watch, thus the ban ward Makati. that it was already an hour after But DPWH Undersecretary 
parked along the street. The employ- calzo said Galindo was driving on trucks had ended. Later, Galindo said that the the incident and it was only 9:10 Bashir Rasuman told the INQUIRER 
kes reportedly even offered PS00to — over the Makati-Mandaluyong The law prohibits trucks from truck went wayward because p.m. on the station wall clock. yesterday they were already con- 
ihelawmen. == LuipeA.delPuerto bridge when a traffic enforcer travelling from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. “Alvarez grabbed the wheel. Nancy Carvajal sidering partial closure. 


An outrageous decision 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


anong 


NG 
NS WA y PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arro- involved with the PMG? personal loan with the bank. vice without prejudice to the 
? J ` yo was fuming as she watched (QN v no criminal case in court. 
à _ Tuwing | Palace Undersecretary Nolan Johnny Ramos, spokesper- POl Benedict Mamaril of The decision is outrageous! 
yan AB Huwebes, | Sison and media practitioner TARGET K son of Ambassador to the police Special Action Force, a. 

pa Tim Orbos try to extort money Jai Bahrain Amable Aguiluz V ina drunken stupor, wentona The IAS was created by 
Hex anginyong “Yeates view" sa 2010. iilinnamin | from officials of the Depar- Ramon denied Orbos’ boast toDOTC shooting rampage in his home- Congress to police the police. 
eng pinakamagali 'sagot Ang premyo linggo-inggo: ment of Transportation and officials that his boss paid town in Malasiqui, Pangasinan, Although it is part of the PNR 
jä long 21" wale TV. Communications (DOTC) on Limcauco P5 million in ex- lastyear. it's independent of it. The IAS 
Hypo: INOTV<anginyong sago. wong pangalan, | videotape. The proceedings change for the ambassadori- — He shot with his M-16 rifle head, who has the title of in- 
Mean pan ai koit were caught by a hidden cam- change for not exposing their al post. two boys aged 12 and 16 who spector general, cannot be dic- 

Avara saba loos gine era-cum-microphone. i Aguiluz, president of AMA were bringing a cow to market. tated upon by the PNP chief. 
o BANANA She immediately fired Si- Group of Companies, got the Luckily, Mamaril missed, but — But IAS has not been doing 


ict ang pork barrel, son. Rivera, former newscaster of position through merit, the cow lay dead after the ram- its job of policing the PNP 


a But some officials are asking RPN 9, were allegedly the Ramossaid. age. ranks, 

„O tuluyan nang tanggalin? | why the President spared Me: prime movers of PMG, with — "Why would he have to Paty program, “Isumbong mo — Why? Because most of its 
Ba PNG ig tasa mga sagot ninyo. Abonganang... | dia and Ecclesiastical Affairs. Limcaucoatthehelm. give money for a position kay Tulfo,” helped the families members are policemen who 
whartcanglansamgazagotniyo Aaen aCi | Secretary Dodie Limcauco My sources said the Plesi- that he never sought in the of the two boys file an adminis- still maintain ties in the spirit 
haine cvgrsman avg pondofsaan2 | since thetwo were hisboys. dent was doing a “killing me first place? He was chosen by trative complaint with the In- of camaraderie with regular 
a oy toka muna esop | Limeauco is believed to be softly" approach in dealing the President,” said the temal Affairs Office (IAS) in PNP members. And also be- 
sep joe pasyon ay meron dng milagro!" | the head of the Phlippine Mon- with Limcauco because of his spokesperson. Pangasinan, cause its present chief, lawyer 
Fernando Nieves, Naga City itoring Group (PMG), a shad. supposedly very strong con- Orbos probably wanted to You know the punishment Alexis C. Canonizado, is pre- 

sdp wipo arolempotayitdat | owy organization composed of nections with the Catholic get back at Aguiluz, Ramos meted out on the abusive cop? sumed to be a weakling. 
happens, eme na elections, veloserious, | media peoplethatallegedlyex- Church. Said, because his car was Only a monthlong suspension! It’s high time IAS members 
a mana ldea | tort money from middle and — If that were so, were some confiscated by Aguiluz's AMA The offense would have merit- were recruited from the civil- 

Hubert Hall, Caloocan top government officials in ex- members ofthe Catholic clergy Bank for failing to settle a ed his dismissal from the ser- ian sector. 


3 & 
SORENTO 4x4 SEDONA 


“CAR OF THE YEAR 2004” — , *kkAARAINE “The Car That Cares” paon Ahmmm Van Dropals = jhk vath LEO Maa 
THE 4X4 MAGAZINE - UK SAFETY ASSOCIATION “BIGGER, LONGER & STRONGER" — "SUPER DELUXE FAMILY VAN", 


KIA MANDALUYONG KIA MAKATI KIA LAS PIÑAS., 
Tele. 831-4031 10.33; 551-1949; 2241 Basong Tomo SL, Makat, City y Tala! 001-7056: 001.7008: 
S34 -aa24 Pax: 931.4380 Tome ara 802.1024; 608-2296 Tolotax:000-2230 


X 


v 


TENNIS: 2004 US Open:7 am. 
(F7 pm) and 11 pm; 
Sar Sports—Catch the 
fist and second rounds 
from New York 

BASKETBALL: EBC; 930 
am. Solar Sports—Witnoss streetball at ts finest trom 
Rucker Park. 

NBA Summer League—Spurs vs Nuggets; 11 a.m. (10 
pm): Solar Sports—San Antonio takes on Denver in 
Mis off-season duel. 

Schedules subject to change without prior notice. 
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Ritualo gets P11-M deal from Express 


By June Navaro 


WITH a megabuck deal, FedEx appoint- 
edits new take-charge guy. 

‘Two weeks after trading veteran scorer 
Vergel Meneses, FedEx kept the services 
of Renren Ritualo, signing the cat-quick 
sharpshooter to a three-and-a-half year 
deal worth a little over P11 million. 

Ritualo will receive P225,000 a month 
on the first year of his new contract then 
P250,000 and P275,000 on the two re- 
‘maining seasons of the pact. 

FedEx team owner Bert Lina personally 


handled the contractsigning 

and gave the 6-foot-1 swingman 

some pointers on how to invest V”. x 

hiseamings. » 
‘Lina also gave Ritualo the go- 3 

signal to lead the Express bid in 

the All-Filipino Cupsiated Oct.3 Ay 

after sending Meneses to the tay 

Barakos in exchange for power- J 

forward Homer Se. 


RITUALO 


NCAA FINAL FOUR 


Altas, Dolphins 1-2 


mamman an 


Archers oust Falcons 


GAMES TODAY (Phiisports Arena) 
1:30p.m.--FEU vs NU (Srs) 
4 pm—Ateneo vs UP (Srs) 
6 pm—Aleneo vs UP (Jrs) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


LASALLE is definitely back. 

Mac Cardona led five Archers in double 
figures as La Salle knocked out the Adam- 
son Falcons, 79-67, and zoomed to their 
fourth straight win in the 67th UAAP varsi- 
ty basketball tournament yesterday at the 
Philsports Arena. 

“Its a good win for us and hopefully we 
could sustain this run,” said Archers coach 
Franz Pumaren, whose team had an alarming 
44start. 

University of the Easts Final Four dream 
seemed to be tuming to reality after the War- 
riors clobbered the University of Santo Tomas 
Tigers, 77-59, behind Paolo Hubalde's 22- 


point performance. 

“This was very crucial. UP is just behind us 
(in the team standings) so 1 kept telling my 
players that we should start out strong in the 
game,” said UE coach Dindo Pumaren. 

La Salle took third spot at 8-4, just half a 
game behind the Far Eastern Tamaraws, while 
VEheld onto fourth at 7-5. UST bowed out of 
the semifinal race for the second straight year, 
along with Adamson, with similar 4-8 slates. 

In junior play, the UST Tiger Cubs secured a 
twice-to-beat edge in the Final Four with an 
81-53 win over the UE Pages. 

Thescores: 

Third gama (Ss) 

La Salle 78—Cardona 15, Casio 14, Yeo 12, Gavino 12. 
Araña 10, Gaco 4, Cabatud, Maiti 3, Benitez 3. Tang 1, 
Walsham 0, Vilanuea O, Gainato 0, Cta 0. 

‘Adamson 67—Bono 21, Alonzo 17, Hate 7, Canuday 6. 
Polayapoy 5, Tajonera 4, Abadia 4, Gandarosa 2, Cabahug 
1, Agustin, Tongo 0. 

Quarters: 21-13, 45-35, 64-51, 79-67. 


Ritualo led the Green Archers 
to four straight championships 
in the UAAP from 1998 to 2001 
before joining the Express in 
2002 as the eighth overall pickin 
the rookie draft. Ritualo bagged 

N the Sith Man award in 2003. 

Se, meanwhile, will have to 
shell out a part of his salary after 
getting involved in a scuffle with 

“Tr depends on coach Joe (Lipa), ifhe Purefoods forward Richard Yee during a 
wants meto take charge, Iwill,” said Ritu- 
alo, the 2002 PBA Rookie of the Year and 
2004three-point shootout runner-up. 


tuneup game Sunday. 
Seand Yee were fined by the PBA Com- 
missioners Office after figuring in a shov- 


pesky Se. 


GAMES TOMORROW (Ala! Coliseum) 
11:30 am.—JRU vs CSB (Jrs/Srs) 
4p.m—Letran vs San Sebastian (Srs/rs) 


Marc Anthony Reyes 


UNIVERSITY of Perpetual Help-Dalta 
System and Philippine Christian Uni- 
versity secured the top two slotsin the 
Final Four—and the twice-to-beat 
bonus that comes with them—after 


ing match and triggering a bench-clearing 
incident during a tuneup game. Yee net- 
ted P5,000 for planting an elbow on the 


The 6-5 bruiser retaliated by punching 
Yee's mid-section in front of the Hotdogs 
bench, triggering a near riot as players 
and team officals from both clubs 
stormed onto the court. 

PBA technical chief Perry Martinez said 
Se would be assessed a bigger penalty be- 
cause it was not the first time the former 
Red Bull reserve got into a fight. Martinez 
declined to reveal the figures. 


‘rita cto type 
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downing their respective foes yester- 
day in the NCAA men's basketball at 
the Rizal Coliseum. 

Dong Javier scored 24 points, grabbed 11 re- 
bounds, issued five assists and made three 
steals as the Perpetual Help Altas outlasted the 
Mapua Cardinals, 71-63, to nail the No. 1 lotin 
the Final Four, which they last enjoyed four 
years ago. 

Earlier, the PCU Dolphins trounced the San 
Beda Lions, 79-67, to finish their schedule at 
10-4 like Perpetual, which took the No. 1 rank- 
ing due to a better quotient. 

‘San Sebastian (7-6) only needs to win over 
defending champion and early semifinalist Le- 
tran (8-5) tomorrow to complete the Final Four 
cast. Otherwise, the three-way tie at 7-7 among 
SSC, San Beda and Mapua would eliminate the 
Stags due to an inferior quotient and pave the 
‘way for a sudden death for the No. 4 slot be- 
tween the Lions and the Cardinals. 

Forward Robert Sanz topscored with 24 
points for PCU, which now wants to be known 
as Fighting Dolphins with their surprising trans- 
formation from doormat last year to No. 2in the 
Final Four. 

Credit for the turnaround went to veteran 
coach Loreto Tolentino, who took over from 
Jimmy Mariano after PCU finished eighth and 
last place in 2003. 

“Before they were called the Dolphins,” said 
‘Tolentino. “Now they will be called the Fighting 
Dolphins. 

In the junior division, San Beda defeated 
PCU, 89:73, in a battle of teams already in the 
Final Four. 

The Scores: 

Third game (Sis) 

UPHDS 71— avier 24, Refuerzo 13, Joe 11, bauzon 10, 
Misa G, Bamson4, Cuenco 3. 

Mapua 63—S Maria 24, Gueverra 10, Co 9, Veranga 6, 
‘Salud 6 Gonzales 4, Wingraso 2, Tengo. 

Quarters: 15-10, 39-31, 52-46, 71-63. 


Geisler, Go, Rivero honored in taekwondo tilt 


FINWEIGHT Raymond Villapa of Regional 
Philippines Taekwondo Contingent (RPTC) 
outkicked Jorge Rodriguez, 3-0, yesterday to 
lead three other bets who fashioned out 
shutout victories at the start of the Samsung 
Best of the Best National Taekwondo Champi- 
onships at the Glorietta Activity Center in 
Makati City. 


Olympians Donald Geisler III, Marie An- 
toinette Rivero and Tshomlee Go were hon- 
ored for their gallant stand in Greece during 
the opening rites. 

Shin Jil Sou, Minister and Consul General of 
the Embassy of Korea, Samsung president Sang 
Youl Eom and PTA (Philippine Taekwondo Asso- 
ciation) vice president Sung Chon Hong graced 


the event with former Olympians Bea Lucero 
and Monsour del Rosario. 

Others who hurdled their first round assign- 
‘ments in the finweight class of the seniors divi- 
sion were Mandy del Rosario, Hector Arellano of 
Air Force, Armyman Angelito Ong, Terence Bote- 
ja of Laguna, Davao's Rolly Pentecostes and Jef- 
Trey Clata of Pangasinan. 
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By Dennis U. Eroa 


BARRING a major hitch, Davis Cupper Patrick 
John Tierro is set to make history as the first 
Filipino to compete in the prestigious Bun- 
desliga, also known as the German National 
Interclub Championship. 

Known for his all-around court sense, Tier- 
ro is presently campaigning in tough Euro- 
pean tournaments, particulary in Germany. 

Out of the four events Tierro has entered, 
the pride of the Subic Bay International Ten- 
nis Center has reached the semifinals twice 
after going through the qualifying rounds. 

Players with ATP rankings and former 
world-ranked players saw action in those 
events. Managed by Virgilio "Beeyong" Sison 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS “ . 
Subic Bay netter eyes Bundesliga 


To's trip is sponsored by sportsman Jean Henri 
Lhuillier of Cebuana Lhuillier. 

Sison, who also thanked SBMA chair Felici- 
to'Tong' Payumo for his support, said that five 
German clubs are offering Tierro contracts for 
the Bundesliga. This includes travel expenses 
plus incentives. 

“The experience against world-class foes 
will certainly benefit PJ as he prepares to 
compete in the SEA Games next year,” said Si- 
son. 

According to Sison and Lhuillier, the over- 
seas stint is a great opportunity for the 6-foot- 
1 Tierro to make his base in Europe and at the 
same time sustain himself financially while 
‘exposing himself to the European brand of 
tennis. Sison and Lhuillier expect Tierro to 


three years. 

“PJ needs to play as many matches as he 
could on the European clay courts for him to 
develop a solid all-around game,” noted Si- 
son, who lived in Europe for 17 years and is 
extending his vast connections and expertise 
totalents like Tierro. 

“If this is the kind of program structure we 
can sustain in the next few years, there is no 
telling what Philippine tennis can achieve in 
the future,” added Lhuillier, who also funded 
PJ's trips last year to the Pat Cash Tennis 
Academy in Australia and the US. 

Tierro competed in the Ludwigshafen- 
Tournier (July 15-18); Michaelsberg-Tournier 
(July 28-Aug.1); WTB-Circuit Den Roto- 
Filderpokal Toumier (Aug. 4-8); and SWN- 


of Subic Bay Sports Management Inc., Tier- 


make an impact on the ATP tour in two to 


SPORTSWATCH 
Marathon to usher in 2005 SEAG 


A SEA of humanity will fill Luneta Park when the 2nd Manila Marathon 
fires off this October. Arnold “Ali” Atienza, chair of the organizing 
Manila Sports Council (Masco), said the event will usher in the coun- 
try's hosting of the 2005 Southeast Asian Games. Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza wil lead the runners when they are flagged off on Roxas 
Boulevard (between the Rizal Monument and Quirino Grandstand). 
‘The race will begin at 4 a.m. and will run through Tondo, Quiapo, Bi- 
nondo, Sampaloc, Singalong, San Andres, Malate and back to the 
Luneta Park. The 10-km, 5-km and 3-km races will start at 6 a.m. 


Team MayniLA Hong Kong-bound 

TEAM MayniLA-Philippines leaves today to compete in the 2004 Hong 
Kong Swimming Championships from Sept. 3-6 at the Kowloon Park 
Swimming Pool. “The team is in high spirits, all saddled up and raring 
to give honor and prestige for flag and country," said Arnold “Ali” 
Atienza, son of Manila Mayor Lito Atienza and chief of the Manila 
Sports Council (Masco). Team MayniLA is bannered by Tessa Paula 
Alcantara, Alethea Alcantara, Chrizel Naziz Lagunday, Ryan Paolo 

|| Arabejo, Malco Alron Dacanay, John Bryle Zapanta, and Matthew 
Tano. Remberto Lozado and Ronnie Rolle are coach and assistant 
coach, respectively. Rafael Borromeo is team manager while Hapee 
Lyn Sy will serve as liaison officer. 


3 entries pace NCA Stag series opener 
MULAWIN-A of Rudy Albano and Biboy Enriguez's twin entries Fire- 
bird | and Il posted an immaculate 3-0 slate to lead the National Cock- 
ers Association's 7-Stag Derby series opener Tuesday at the Araneti 
Coliseum. Close behind were Jima Fer JVL SMRC-I of Joe Laurer 
ma Fer JVL-SMRC-IV of the Jingco Brothers; Cutting Edge Binango- 
nan Balbina-BJ of Boy Jiao; and San Rogue of Joey and Buboy delos 
Santos. Within sight were Cutting Edge Binangonan Balbina 13-BV 
and 14 of Jun Santiago; Palasal Secret-WJT of Jun Sagupaan Com- 
plexor 3000 of Patrick Antonio; Mapalad-Mulawin Dominator of Alex 
Escalona and Patrick Puno; MBJ of Boyet Joson: P.P.B.G. Bronco of 
Benjie Lim and Mulawin-FAU VG BJ of Frank Berin. The first leg cham- 
pion of the series, presented by Univet Thunderbird Feeds and hosted 
by Jun and Rudy Jingco, Jet Fernando and Sons and Efren Canlas, will 
be decided today starting at 5 p.m. 


Paragua shares 2nd-3rd places 

FILIPINO IM Mark Paragua posted three wins, one draw and one loss 
in five games to share second to third places in the International 
Chess Title Tournament Alushta Autumn 2004 yesterday in Alushta, 
Ukraine. Paragua defeated Dimitriy Paramonov of Belarus and IM Ro- 
man Ovetchkin of Russia in Round 1 and 2 then yielded to IM Yuriy 
Kuzubov of Ukraine. Paragua bounced back by demolishing IM 
Alexander Alexikov of Ukraine in Round 4 and drawing with IM Sergey 
Vokarev of Russia in Round 5. Paragua has 3.5 points, the same out- 
put of Kuzubov who lost to Ovetchkin. Vokarev notched 4.0 points to 
grab the solo lead in the tournament which lured 16 players with an 
average Elo rating of 2453. 


Pacific Internet pledges suppori 

PACIFIC Internet, the country's leading Internet service provider, yes- 
terday pledged to support the Filipino athletes in their bid to win the 
overall championship when the country hosts the Southeast Asian. 
Games next year. "We failed to win a medal in the Olympics, but the 
brave front put up by our athletes, especially our taekwondo jins, box- 
ars and archer, wil not go unnoticed. For that amazing display of fight- 
ing spirit alone, our company believes winning the No. 1 spotin the 
SEA Games is attainable. “So allow PacNet to be the first from the pri- 
vate sector to pledge its support to the country's hosting of the SEA 
Games in 2005,” PacNet president Jojie Yap said. 


Centro Escolar dribblers nip New Era 
CENTRO Escolar University flirted with defeat before beating New Era 
University, 67-86, in the 2004 Naascu men's basketball tournament at 
the NEU gym in Quezon City. Deo Carillo and Frederick Romulo com- 
bined for 28 points for the Scorpions, who kept their hopes alive with 
their sixth win in 12 matches. Carillo finished with 17 points, while Ro- 
mulo added 11 points for CEU. William Ibay and Jeffrey de Guzman car- 
ried the fight for New Era with 15 and 13 points, respectively. The Scor- 
pions also won over the Hunters, 74-83, on Aug. 10. 


Generals stretch winning streak 

THE EMILIO Aguinaldo Generals streaked to their ninth straight win at 
the expense of the Philippine School of Business Administration, 88- 
75, yesterday in the second round of the 3rd Universities and Colleges 
Athletics Association (Ucaa) seniors basketball tournament at the EAC 
‘gym. Ronjay Buenafe and Nino Sungco delivered anew for the Gener- 
als, combining for 33 points that included 12 in a fourth quarter binge. 
‘The Generals try to clinch win No.10 tomorrow against Colegio de San 
Lorenzo, which improved its slate to 5-4, same with PSBA, following a 
75-68 win over La Salle-Dasmarifias. 


i 
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CUP Tournier from Aug.11-15. 


NGAP bares 
new formula 
for RP team 


By MusongR. Castillo 


JUVIC Pagunsan welcomed the move, and the Philippines is look- 
ing forward to being represented by no one but the best and the 
willing in the World Amateur Team Golf championship in October. 
The 26-year-old, along with different layouts to take the home 
possibly eight others, will playa course factor out of the way. 
144-hole qualifying starting next — "We are glad that the players 
week to determine the three play- we talked to have welcomed the 
ers that will be sent to battle the including Juvic (Pagun- 
planet's best in Puerto Rico. id NGAP secretary gener- 
The Philippines will be looking to Fernandez, who will be 
toat least duplicate a history-set- the non-playing captain in Puerto 
ting third place finish in the bien- Rico. 
nial event, coming up withanew “He wants it, as a matter of 
formula in the selection of the fact, because he wants no one to 
members after finishing out of question his inclusion on the 
the medal in the Pura Cup re- team in the long run,” added Fer- 
cently. nandez, who started writing let- 
No one was given an outright ters to golf courses for accommo- 
slot in the team and Pagunsan, to- dation of the tryouts. 
gether with Marvin Dumandan, Fernandez and the rest of the 
reigning RP champ Jun Bernis, board arrived at the new format 
Putra Cup surprises Michael Bibat after a long meeting with Putra 
and Boyet Saragoza, Erwin Vinlu- Cup captain Jun Galindez, coach 
an and Artemio Murakami, will Roger Retuerto and delegation 
starta tedious grind on Sept. head Jake Ayson on Monday. 
Two others will be invited The Philippines finished a woe- 
when Benny Gopez, the president ful fourth in Indonesia, its second 
of the governing NGAR returns worst in a 44-year history of par- 
today after a stint in the World ticipation in Southeast Asia's offi- 
Senior Amateurs in the United cial team golf championship. 
States. The NGAP has scheduled the 
The venues of the qualifying qualifying in two separate weeks 
event will be announced later, as —Sept. 8-11 for the first 72 holes 
all eight rounds will be played in and Sept. 14-17 for the last 72. 


TRINITY CHEERERS: The Broncos Pep Squad of Trinity College shows their winning form in the 
cheering competition of the 10th Cusa (Colleges and Universities Sports Association). 


Who won in Athens? 


Greeks, 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 


Pra a 


‘STRIKEOUT: Arizona Diamondbacks Randy Johnson delivers a pitch 
to Los Angeles Dodgers David Ross, for Johnson's I Sth strikeout of 
the game, during the eighth inning, Tuesday. Los Angeles won, 4-1. ar 


Marcaida files cases 
versus NCFP Estimo 


al Trial Court and claimed that bath 
cases were one and the same. “He 
could be held in contempt because 
the two cases he filed are the same,” 
Estimo, a lawyer, said. 

Marcaida also sought a tempo- 
rary restraining order for those who 
were elected in the July 31 polls 
while the cases are pending. 

“Because of what Mr. Estimo did, 
as a member of the NCFP board, I 
have suffered a lot of sleepless 


A FORMER treasurer of the National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines 
has filed two cases against the NCFP- 
including an allegation that its secre- 
tary general, Sammy Esimo, had 
abused his power during the associ- 
ation's election of officers recently. 
Constantino Marcaida sought the 
nullification of the NCFP elections, 
claiming there were violations of the 
NCFP charter and that Estimo failed 
to make a public accounting on the 


disbursement of the NCFP' funds. nights, serious anxiety and wounded 
But Estimo downplayed the cases feelings,” said Marcaida in a state- 
filed before the Quezon City Region- ment. ‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


Korea, Japan join Asian MTB 


SEVEN countries, led by South 
Korea and Japan, have confirmed 
their entries in the 10th Asian 
Mountain Bike Championships 
slated Oct. 7 to 10 in Puerto 
Princesa City. 

Also assuring participation in 
the event are Malaysia, Chinese 
Taipei, Indonesia, Thailand and 
Nepal. 


The event, which will feature 
competitions in the elite divisions 
of downhill and cross country, 
will be raced on a highly technical 
and challenging course in Sitio 
Magarwak, Barangay Sta. Lour- 
des, Puerto Princesa City. 

For details, call 8794374, 
8794378, 09272426673, 
09162601992, 09178996336. 


Cebu revives 
semifinal bid 


CEBU revived its hopes of reaching the semifi- 
nals by whipping Cagayan de Oro-Misamis 
Oriental, 4-0, late Tuesday, but constant rains 
wiped out the scheduled games yesterday in 
the PFF-SuperFerry National Women's Foot- 
ball Championship at the Marikina Sports 
Center in Marikina City. 

The Cebuanas’ victory was their first in 
three matches, but they will have to win their 
last match and pray that either title favorite 
National Capital Region or Negros Oriental 
doesn't win another game in Group Bto reach 
the Final Four of the 10-team tournament for 
women 19 years and older. 

The weeklong event is co-organized by the 
Philippine Football Federation and Marikina 
City Football Association and backed by May- 
or Marides C. Fernando, who is also the MCFA 
chair, and the city government. 

Cebu was actually slated to face Negros Ori- 
ental, which is unbeaten in two games, in the last 
S match on yesterday's schedule in the tourney 
supported by adidas, Red Ribbon Bakeshop, 
Petron, New Pagcor Unicef and Aboitiz Express. 


terror-free as a direct result of a terrorist assault in 


DID terrorists spare the Athens 
Olympics? Or were Greece's security 
forces simply better than the brains of 
9/11? 

1am almost prepared to congratulate 
Bin Laden and his ilk. 

Terrorists are sports buffs? 

‘Terrorists idolize Pheidippides? 

‘Terrorists adore ancient Athens? 

Terrorists respect Greek mythology? 

‘Terrorists bow to Zeus, Mt. Olympus if 
not Olympism? 

But wait, before we get carried away, has 
it ever occurred to you that Greece licked 
the Olympiads biggest concem—securi- 
1y--s0 well the Greeks should now be de- 
clared the toast of the world, the real global 
policemen, much better than America's so- 
called elite forces deployed in Iraq? 

Omigosh, 1 feel very much relieved 
seeing the Olympic Flame finally getting 
extinguished by that gentle blow from an 
angelic girl on Aug. 29 to mark the clos- 


ing of the 28th modem Olympics in 
Athens. 

Ah, whata relief, 

After 9/11 in 2001 that killed close to 
5,000 people in New York and Washing- 
ton D.C., almost everybody thinks that 
from that day on, any big event, the 
Olympiad included, is a target of may- 
hem, Thank God nothing untoward hap- 
pened in Athens from Aug. 13 to Aug. 
29. 

Oh, there was one incident, though. 
Not at all security-related. It was, to put 
it mildly, an incident as laughable as 
GMA scolding men prone to “beso-beso.” 

Te was this: Vanderlei Lima, the Brazilian 
leading the marathon on Aug: 29, had him- 
self wrestled down by a spectator five kilo- 
meters to the finish line. Lima finished third. 
In their shame, organizers handed the grief- 
stricken Lima a special award deemed equal 
in prestige to the gold medal. 

In golf, we call such a similar thing 


SPECTATOR 


“- 


â a ) 
ALS. Mendoza y 


happening to a golfer, like losing his ball 
toa spectator, as “rub of the green.” 

Can we call Lima's experience as “rub 
of the road"? 

Anyway, levity aside, the culprit was a 
defrocked priest, who might have mis- 
taken Lima as a pagan out to flee The In- 
quisition. His name was Cornelius Ho- 
ran, a 57-year-old Irish. Horan must 
have been the reincarnation of Theodo- 
sius 1, the Roman Emperor who banned 
the ancient Olympiad after declaring ita 
pagan rite? 

If only to state the obvious, the 


in ensuring a 
Olympics, did take security measures 
with the seriousness of FBI/CIA forces 
securing George W. Bush each time he 
stepped out of the White House. The 
budget for security alone was an un- 
precedented $1.2 billion. So massive was 
the security blanket thrown into the 
Olympic Village that every athlete froma 
total of nearly 20,000 competitors from 
202 nations had 15 security forces as- 
signed to him/her incognito, 

With nota single terrorist act recorded 
as marring the Olympiad, is it safe to say 
that Greece, which spent nearly 57 bil- 
lion to host the most expensive ever 
Olympiad since 1896, scored a resound- 
ing victory over terrorism? 

ina mannerof speaking, yes. No amount 
of debate can detract from the fact that nota 
single comperitor—several athletes had 
died in a terrorist attack of the Olympic Vil- 
lage in the 1972 Munich Games—got hurt 


Athens while the Olympiad was on. 

But then again, the question: Did ter- 
rorists spare Athens? 

If you ask me, | couldn't care less. Is 
enough that we just had an Olympiad 
free from terrorists’ grip. If only for that 
alone, 1 can live with the thought--sorry 
as it will always be—that we wound up 
empty-handed. Again. 

Better sorry than not safe. 
FASTBREAK. With Sen. Recto and al- 
most all the representatives of Batangas 
throwing their support behind Bibong 
Mendoza, expect Bibong, the son of my 
Primo Gary of Lipa City, to become the 
new president of the Philippine Coun- 
cilors League (Batangas Chapter) after 
today's 1 p.m. election. Now serving his 
third term with distinetion as Lipa City 
councilor, Bibong is a true-blue sports- 
man. g 
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US OPEN 


“NEW YORK—Maria Sharapova, one 
"game from becoming the first reign- 
"ing Wimbledon women’s champion to 
Fose in the first round of the US Open, 
“claimed 12 of the last 14 points to de- 
“feat Laura Granville, 6-3, 5-7, 7-5, 
‘Tuesday night. 

“My game went off for a while. I went to La- 
La Land,” the 17-year-old Siberian-tumed- 
Floridian said, “but I came back to Earth.” 

She wasn't the only top player pushed to the 
limit on Day 2 at Flushing Meadows: 2000 
Open winner Marat Safin of Russia and 11th- 
seed German Rainer Schuettler lost, while 2003 
Tunner-up Juan Carlos Ferrero of Spain and Tim 
Henman of Britain both needed five sets to ad- 
vance. 

‘The 2003 champion Andy Roddick broke the 
tournament record with a 152 mph serve in a 6- 
0, 6-2, 6-2 victory over 17-year-old Scoville 
Jenkins. 

Venus Williams was broken while serving for 
the match but eventually pulled out a 6-3, 7-6 (3) 
win over 64th-ranked Petra Mandula of Hungary. 

After cruising through the first set against 
68th-ranked Granville of Chicago before a sub- 
dued crowd, Sharapova was suddenly in trou- 


‘THE SCOREBOARD told everyone 
at Yankee Stadium the ugly truth. 


Indians 
embarrass 
Yankees 


NEW YORK—The New York Yankees, the 
most storied sports franchise in US sport who 
boasts a payroll of more than $180 million, 
lost 22-0 to the Cleveland Indians here Tues- 
‘day. 

It was the largest defeat in the 100-plus year 
history of the Yankees, who just two weeks ago 
Jed theirarchrivals, the Boston Red Sox, by more 

mn 10 games in the American League East Di- 

jon. The lead has now dwindled to just 3.5 
games. 

Boston and New York will meet in two three- 
game series before the regular season ends. 

Iwas the worst defeat a Yankees team has suf- 
fered since losing 24-6 to the Indians in 1928. 

The Indians short stop Omar Vizguel had six 
hits to tie the American League record fora nine- 
inning game. 

Another record for the Yankees and principal 
“owner George Steinbrenner, who has a reputa- 
tion of disliking defeat, is that it equaled the 
Jargest shutout win set by the Pittsburgh Pirates 
against the Chicago Cubs 29 years ago. 

‘Steinbrenner watched the game with 
51,777 fans, who often booed their 
beloved players, but he did not make any 
comments to the media. AFP 


| RP chessers 
| clinch rapid | 
„crown in KL 


| KUALA LUMPUR—The Philippines went 

‘unbeaten in the last four rounds to 
clinch the team rapid title in the First Da- 
to Tan International Open chess tourna- 
ment Tuesday night. 

The Filipinos marked that roll with a trio 
‘of 2.5-1.5 wins over fancied rivals Viemam, | 
MidValley A of China and Gila Chess Club 
of Usbekistan in the sixth, seventh and 

ninth rounds, respectively, boosting their 
tally to 25.5 points to best 49 other squads 
and bag the top pot of $3,000. 

Knightmare of Singapore, anchored 
by GM Bong Villamayor, and Vietnam 
were tied for second and third place with 
24.5 points while Gila Chess Club and 
MidValley A of China was fourth with 22 
points. 

The nationals, composed of Grand- 
masters Joey Antonio, Nelson Mariano 

“TI, Fide Master Oliver Dimakiling and 
unrated player David Apelo, earlier 

. bagged the team standard crown in the | 
outing funded by the First Gentleman's 
Foundation and the Philippines Sports 
Commission. 

“This was a tough tournament but we 
are proud and grateful that we will be 
bringing home honors for our country” 
team captain Antonio said. 


ble late in the second. Down 6-5, Sharapova 
faced her first break point of the match, 
which she saved with a 101 mph service win- 


ner on a second serve. But she double-faulted * 


to grant Granville another break point, then 
slapped a forehand into the net. 
Tes all about the spirit,” Sharapova said af- 
ter her 2-hour, 9-minute adventure. 
Safin might want to take a note or js 
two. Late in his 7-6 (5), 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 
loss to 59th-ranked Tomas Engvist, 
Safin grabbed his racket with both /% 
hands, leaned forward, and 
cracked it to the court three times. 
Battling a bad back that kept him off "jf 
the practice courts for three days, Hen- 
man withstood 6-foot-10 Ivo 
Karlovics 39 aces and x 
toughed itout for more than se 
3% hours in a 7-6 (3), 67 Gx 
(7), 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 victory: Fer- 
rero had an even longer day, playing 
4% hours to cobble together a 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 
(6), 67 (4), 63 win over Tomas Zib, a Czech 
qualifier who's never won a Grand Slam match. 
Defending US Open champion Justine 
Henin-Hardenne beat 15-year-old Nicole 
Vaidisova, 6-1, 6-4. 


Butuan launches 


dbs SOUTHWEST FC beat Ong Yiu El- 
ementary, 6-3, while Sunbeam FC 
downed Agusan National High, 
3-0, as the Butuan-Agusan Norte 
Football Association (BANFA) un- 
der-14 tournament, a version of 
the Red Ribbon Football Fiesta, 
kicked off recently at the Villa 
Karanga Elementary School. 
Other games saw Libertad Na- 
tional High draw Ong Yiu Baran- 
gay, 1-1, while Villa Karanga Ele- 
mentary salvaged a scoreless 
draw with Calot Football Club. 
The event sanctioned by the 


ces 


Ng 


own football fiesta 


Philippine Football Federation 
kicked off amid an early down- 
pour at the newly-groomed pitch. 

The field took the appearance 
of the feast with the presence of 
ice cream, ice candy and fruit 
vendors, tables of snacks and 
sari-saristores. 

During the opening rites, BAN- 
FA president Tito Clemente pre- 
sented the first two football 
scholars—Mark Anthony O. Ca- 
balles and John Francis E Sam- 
son—from the Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop tournament. 
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MEGA SALE! 


on September 23, 2004 - STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 
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Government Warning: 


Cigarette Smoking is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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CBCP sets second Catholic TV Advocacy 
seminar Sept. 17-18 


LAST June, the Office on Women of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines set a very successful seminar on 
“Catholic Advocacy for Television in the 
Philippines” at the Pope Pius Center, 

The pioneering seminar effectively sought 
to understand television in all its aspects as it 
is currently being practiced in the Philip- 
pines, with the view in mind of objectively 
and proficiently evaluating the effect of TV 
programs, particularly on young viewers. 

It then went on to launch a new Catholic 
initiative for regular TV assessment and re- 
view, for the guidance of parents, educators, 
clergy, lay leaders and students who are con- 
cerned about what children and teenagers 
‘watch, and how it affects them for good or for 
Bad. 

When we're asked to help facilitate the 
June seminar, we readily agreed, because we 
sensed that there was a growing need for 
viewers to understand the TV medium, so 
they could have a stronger say on the pro- 
grams their children were being exposed to. 

During the seminar, we were heartened to 
see the participants taking the discussion and 
‘workshops to heart, and eager to participate 
in the Catholic advocacy that the CBCP envi- 
sioned. 

-The June seminar's success has prompted 
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requests for another workshop, so the CBCP's 
Office on Women, led by Dr. Zenaida V. 
Rotea, once again is planning to hold anoth- 
er seminar on "Catholic Advocacy for Televi- 
sion in the Philippines” on Sept. 17 and 18, 
Friday and Saturday, this time at the Office 
on Women at the CBCP compound, 170 Gen. 
Luna St., Intramuros, Manila, again with us 
facilitating. Call 527-1925 and 527-8031 for 
details. 

Topics to be tackled include the impact of 
mass media, the local context of TV produc- 
tion today, TV language and how it affects 
viewers' sensibilities, analysis and evaluation 
of programs, television's effect on young 
viewers, and the reactive and proactive di- 
mensions of the CBCP's new Catholic advoca- 
cy for television. Limited 40 slots are open so 
call now. 
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BRD HIT WEEK | AT ROBINSON METRO EAST. STA LUCIA 
EXCLUSIVELY| — AU MALL ROBINSON GALLERIA 
"A large proportion of the audience may be drawn to "JAN DARA" for the sex on-screen, 
and there is certainly plenty of that, in all possible variations. But they will also find 
themselves rewarded by a fascinating character study, an examination of soclely in flux, 
and a reflection on the vagaries of fate. 


Rina Jimenez David - Phil. Daily Inquirer, Aug. 31,2004 
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| United Airlines sponsors "Terminal premiere 


“THE TERMINAL," the new film of Academy 
Award winners Tom Hanks (*Philadelphia,” 
“Forrest Gump”) and Catherine Zeta-Jones 
("Chicago"), directed by another Academy 
Award winner, Steven Spielberg, will have a 
grand premiere tonight at Robinson's Galle- 
tia, 

The premiere is sponsored by United Air- 
lines in cooperation with United International 


3. Pictures and Solar Entertainment Corp. 


‘ZETA-JONES 


“The Terminal” is the story of Viktor Na- 
vorski, a visitor to New York City from Eastern 
Europe whose country erupts in a fiery coup 


while he is flying to America. Stranded at the 
JFK International Airport with a now-useless 
passport, he must “improvise” at the termi- 
nals international transit lounge for days and 
nights until the war at home is over. Hanks 
plays the stranded passenger, while Zeta- 
Jones isa United Airlines fight attendant. 
During the regular run of “The Terminal” at 
all SM, Ayala and Robinson's cinemas starting 
Sept. 8, viewers have a chance to join the raf- 
fle promo. One lucky winner in each theater 
chain will get a round trip ticket to the US 
from United Airlines or a Hug Boss gift pack. 
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fatigue (though anti-Bergman, anti-art house 
movie fans would probably contest this). In 
fact, it is an opportunity most welcome to get 
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New Line Cinema's ‘The Notebook’ has grossed a 
staggering $ 77m in the US boxoffice todate. It is expected to hit 
the magic $100m mark by end of this year. Good word-of-mouth 
| contributed to the huge success.The poor boy/rich girl romantic 

tearjerker is the most profitable produetion this year for New Line 
| Cinema after The Lord Of The Rings . The Notebook is based on 
Nicolas Sparks best selling book. Sparks also wrote * Walk To 
Remember’ which wasalso made into hit movie starring Mandy 
Moore. 
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GMA 7 fires publicist over column feed on Kris 


GMA Network has fired its En- connection with her release ofa — AGMA Network statement said and to criminal prosecution and can cause damage to the compa- Raquel did not instruct Defensor tò 
tertainment TV Publicity head, column feed criticizing the rival the company found Defensor guilty the risk of liability for damages” — ny” E send out the item for publication: 
Ma. Theresa “Tet” Defensor, for network’ Kris Aquino (See relat- of misconduct and dishonesty. The GMA statement said the The network said it also found — The network said Defensors 
loss of trust and confidence in ed story, this page). When Inqumen Entertainment network earlier sent Defensor a Defensor guilty of falsely accusing brother and spokesperson, Tiny 
requested Defensor to comment, “show-cause” letter asking her to VP for Entertainment Wilma Gal- had discussed with Raquel the let- 
She only said she has received the explain how and why she sent out vanteofooercnghertosignaletter ter that Defensor prepared and 
YOUR PROBLEM: letter terminating her services but on June 16 via company e-mailthe admitting full responsibility for the signed, and the Defensors “posed 
eae added, "as usual, Fl havetoaskmy column feed for publication in item. Galvante was abroad at the no objection to its contents or its 
EXCESS FALLING HAIR | hohes Tiny who is also her tabloids. Thereleaseofthecolumn time Defensor signed her letter it voluntary execution." 
spokesperson. feed caused Aquino to file an P80- said. Tiny Defensor told Inoumen En- 
“ara mr in a letter to Defensor dated million libel lawsuit against GMA... The network said Defensor also _tertainment, "We cannot top them 
‘Aug. 25, 2004, GMA Network said Network officials. “falsely sated” that Galvante and from doing that (firing his sister)” 
it found that the publication ofthe The network said Defensor held OIC for Corporate Communica- He said the firing and the perjury 
column feed that contained per- a position of trust and confidence tions Butch Raquel handed her the case the network earlier fled 
Sonal statements against Aquino and it was her duty as manager of column feed for publication when, against his sister were “part of 
“has placed the entire company Entertainment TV Publicity to de- infact, Galvante was abroad" when GMA 7's harassment” of Defensor. 
and its officials ina bad light and termine "whether the (column Raquel gave Defensor the column “Time will tell who is telling the 
Subjected them to embarrassment feed) is fit for publication or (it) feed item on June 2, 2004. It said truth, he added. 


I | Incredible!” 
SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx says Aguino 


Hair Reinforcer By Marinel R. Cruz tained that Defensor exercised her 
Ultra-Remedy — |-mosom- saan. 


8 That is how Kris Aquino de- tabloid entertainment columnists 
Do you see more fallen hair strands on your pillow scribed the claim of two GMA7 ex- on June 16, or two weeks after 

or every time you shower or style your hair? End your ecutives that they did not order Raquel gaveitto her. 
hair loss worries at Svenson International and stop pat Ma Ya. Tro E pee et ue > = 

inte sa msorto send outa col- instru 
vad vi AT ET uma feed that attacked the acres. the item Galvante said she was in 
4 K sa i and TV host on the rival network. — China at the time Defensor sai 

excessive shedding and maintain its naturally lush look. ‘The e-mailed column feed, GMA 7 executives pressured her 
which criticized Aquino for into signing a letter which said she 
You don't have to suffer from hair loss. Take the among others, not acting her age Pong was taking feo 
effective Svenson solution for your falling hair problem | amd for behaving like a “blushing sibility for sending the column 


A lehi her to file feed. 
and look forward to more lushness and thickness. | %2 karo Piles clots ibar-ahe does ee 


Call Svenson for a FREE hair and scalp check-up. | Defensor and other GMA 7 execu- know about the column feed is in- 
tives. credible,” Aquino, in an affidavit, 

Also charged with libelare GMA said of Galvante. “As the brain be- 
Network president Felipe Gozon, hind the programs, she cannot de- 
EVP Jimmy Duavit, VP for TV en- ny that her ultimate objective is to 
tertainment Wilma Galvante and ensure that the programs that she 
corporate relations OIC Butch creates... would harvest the high- 


892-HAIR (424 Raquel. est ratings. Hence, she is also con- 

x LA 7) In an affidavit that Galvante cerned with any negative or good 

Ki "DT and Raquel had submitted to the publicity that her shows would ar 
PAA aR a E sks City Prosecutor's Officelast gamer AQUINO. “They cannot claim ignorance. 


= ae LLA UUTISEN month, the two executives main- Aquino's "Good Morning, Kris” 


on ABS-CBN and GMA 7's “Sis” are mail, Abante columnist Jojo Gabi- 
on the same time slot, 10:30 a.m. nete, published it in ful in his July 
to 12 noon, Monday to Saturday. 9 column, but identified Defensor 
Aquino said Raquel tried to asthe sender and included her ac- 
“save himself” when he said his companying note in which she re- 
a managers, like Defensor, are given quested that the item be included 
Lovehall [/ the discretion to plan, develop and in his column. 

' s pursue publicity strategies. The column feed also men- 
“He fulfills his responsibility by tioned Aquino's having had STD, 
ensuring that his people do not re- as the actress herself revealed dur- 
lease articles that will put the net- ing her public quarrel with former 
work in a bad light,” Aquino said. Parañaque City Mayor Joey Mar- 
“If he does not know about Defen- quez last year, and her affairs with 
sor's e-mail then he is admitting married men. It said Aquino “de- 

that he was negligent or actually served" the STD. 
did not do his job.” Aquino said the column feed 
Aquino pointed out that while was also published last June 20 in 
present Raquel denied instructing Defen- the column of Pilar Mateo in the 
sor to distribute the column feed tabloid Tumbok. "Mateo's article 


6 to the media, “he admits to hand- even revealed that the column 
ing the original copy of the column feed was for the benefit of 'Sis',” 
feed to Defensor.” Aquino noted. “Hence, respon- 
“This admission," said Aquino, dents' claim that they never saw 
- “necessarily gives rise to the con- the column feed until after the fil- 
dusion that he is the author of the ing of my ‘complaint is is incredible. 
a culinary celebration for the environment aa roi the television bust. 
an of the entertainment industry, \quino added. “Their pri- 
respondent Raquel cannot deny mary concern is the promotion of 
that a column feed is drafted for their programs to entice more 


§ the purpose of being released to sponsors. 
September 2 to 30, 2004 - Greenbelt 2 & 3, Makati City the media. Hence, the term ‘col- “They cannot feign ignorance of 


For the whole month of September, Greenbelt 2 & 3's finest restau- umn feed.” Pais PIYE secs PE 
rants and bars will pi culinary masterpieces especially made One of the recipients of thee- mote their shows’ 

to celebrate a vision for a living planet. Come sit down to this 
month-long feast and help WWF, the global conservation organiza- 
tion, find better ways for Filipinos to live in harmony with the environ- 
ment. k 


Dig in to the dishes and delight your senses in this unigue festival. 
Plus, get a chance to win exciting prizes in a special rafflel" 


List of Participating Restaurants 


Greenbelt 2: Bizu Patisserie - Cena « Itallanni's + Kai “ Masas - Pepato + 
‘Segatredo - Sugi - Temple Bar and Restaurant - Una Mas « Uva 


vaasa 


Greenbelt 3: Absinth + Casa Armas - Chimara « Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf 
+ Dome - DiMark's - Figaro Coffee Shop - Gaudi Bar Restaurante « Haagen 
Dazs- Kitchen + Max Brenner + Merck's Entertainment and Bistro + MyLK + 
Red Box Karaoke « San Marzano - Seafood Club by Red Crab + Starbucks 
+ The Good Earth: Tea Room + Tavern on the Square 


Photoservice vencio: `| 


Gary Valenciano performed biggest concert featuring a Fil. 
before an audience of more ipino performer in that foggy 
than 5,000 at the Carling city, with fans coming from ag ` 
“Apollo at Hammersmith in far as the United King- 
London on Aug. 28 dom's Ireland, Wales ` 
and 29, Saturday Dip and Scotland. Ear: 
and Sunday, accord , YU lier in August, Gary `| 
ing to wife Angeli V performed in a 40th 
Pangilinan Valen- KNOW... birthday concert in 
ciano, who is with Mr Manila with. their 
Energy in England. kids Paolo, Gabriel 
The show may well be the and Kiana. 
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New groups seen putting P18B into CAP 
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STOCK MARKET 
Shares close higher on bargain hunting 


SHARE prices AUGUST SEPTEMBER 

closed up 0.82 per- 

cent yesterday, | 

touching a two- mb 

week high, onthe — — m) 
back of further bargain hunting 
fueled by Wall Streets overnight 
rise and softer crude oil prices, ot 
dealers said. pa 

However worries about the {See stock market report on Page 82) 
country's fiscal problems were keeping a cap on the market's upside, 
they said. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index rose 12.91 points to 
1,592.74, its intra-day high. It hita low of 1,576.44. 

“Turnover rose to 1.14 billion shares worth P928.7 million from 971.5 
million shares worth P382.1 million on Tuesday. 

Inthe broader market, gainers led losers 41 to 33, while 42 stocks 
were unchanged. 

The all-shares Index rose 14.49 points to 1,024.59.The commercial- 
industrial index advanced 19.76 to 2,550.10, and property gained 13 
points to 525.35. Mining was down 11.27 at 1,745.83, and oll retreated 
0.03 to 1.60. Banking and financial services shed 3.12 to 456.44. 

™Bargain-hunters went back into the market, but buying was selec- 
tive because concerns about the government's financial condition re- 
main a major drag on investor confidence,” said Rommel Macapagal of 
Westlink Global Equities. 

“Investors want to know how the government will address its press- 
ing fiscal problems, whether new taxes will be imposed or expenditures 
will be reduced, and by how much, as all these will have an impact on 
the economy.” 

Top-traded Globe Telecom rose P5 to P880. Rival Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. was up P20 at P1,285, tracking gains of its 
‘American Depositary Receipts, which rose 9 US cents to $22.67 in New 
York lastnight. AP 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


COLLEGE Assurance Plan Philippines, Inc. (CAP), one of 
the country's biggest pre-need firms, is expecting new in- 
vestors to bring in P18 billion worth of assets, loans and 
fresh equity into the company within the year. 


CAP director Robert John So- 
brepefia said a local property 
company will be swapping PG bil- 
lion worth of property for CAP 
preferred, non-voting shares, 
which get the first crack at com- 
pany dividends. 

A New York-based fund will al- 
so extend a long-term loan worth 
$127 million or approximately 
P7.1 billion. 

CAP is expected to sign agree- 
ments with the two groups before 
the end of this month, Sobrepeha 
said. 

In addition to these inflows, he 
said that $100 million or PS bil- 
ion in fresh equity will come in 
by November from the same New 
York-based fund. 


In exchange for these invest- 
ments, Sobrepefia said CAP would 
relinquish five board seats, one for 
the land investment, two seats in ex- 
change forthe loan and possibly an- 
other two more for the new equity. 

Despite this, major sharehold- 

include the group of 
Sobrepefia, will keep control with 
six of the eleven board seats once 
all the investments have come 
He declined to identify the i 
vestors but said the investment 
proposals would be presented to 
the CAP board today. 

‘Company sources earlier said 
that CAP would use the P7.1-bil- 
lion loan to buy back the assets in 
its trust fund, which consisted of 
participation in approximately 


More oil companies 
raise pump prices 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FOLLOWING the lead of their 
competitors, oil refiner Pilipinas 
Shell Petroleum Corp. and new 
oil players Total (Philippines) 
Corp. and Unioil Petroleum 
Philippines Inc. yesterday raised 
gasoline prices by 30 centavos a 
liter and diesel and kerosene 
prices by 45 centavosa liter. 

Total dealers implemented the 
price increases at 12:01 a.m. yes- 
terday, while Unioil started 
charging higher prices at 6 a.m. 
the same day. 

High international oil prices 
prompted oil firms to implement 
yet another increase, the third in 
the consecutive weekly price ad- 


Lf exert 


justments that started in Aug. 16. 

The benchmark Dubai crude 
averaged $38.55 a barrel in Au- 
gust, up by almost $4 from the Ju- 
ly average of $34.65. 

Unleaded gasoline based on 
the Mean of Platts Singapore 
(MOPS) bellwether for finished 
products also soared to an aver- 
age of $51:50 a barrel last month 
from only $46.52 in July. 

MOPS-based diesel also surged 
toa high $51.66-a-barrel average 
in August, more than $5 higher 
than the July average of $46.25. 

Other new players Eastern 
Petroleum Corp. and Seaoil 
Petroleum Corp. earlier an- 
nounced their price increases but 


MORE/B3 


P3.4 billion worth of bonds backed 
by the cash flow from the Metro 
Rail Transit (MRT) project and cer- 
tain real estate assets. The loan be- 
ing discussed will be payable in full 
after 10 years and CAP will only 
need to pay interest payments dur- 
ing the term of the loan. 

The MRT bonds were acquired 
in 2002 from Fil-Estate Manage- 
ment Inc. The bonds are zero- 
coupon notes issued by MRT fil 
Funding Corp. Led. with an aggre- 
gate present value of $50.7 mil- 
lion and maturing in various dates 
starting 2013 to 2015. The bonds 
have a future value of approxi- 
mately $195 million, the company 
had said in its financial report. 

Aside from the MRT bonds, oth- 
er assets the pre-need firm may 
buy back include its property i 
‘vestments in Nasugbu, Batangas. 

‘CAP has applied for a permit to 
issue an additional PI billion 
worth of new education plans. 
CAP's dealer license or its permit 


Electronics exports 


Pa 


Computers, video cameras, printers, eic. 


o | 


to sell securities will expire on 
Sept. 30. 

The SEC is giving CAP until the 
end of September to present its fi- 
nal business plan and bring in a 
new investor to address its trust 
fund deficit. The plan will be a 
major factor in renewing the pre- 
need firm's dealer's license. 

Sources in the company had 
said there was still demand for 
CAP education plans but it has be- 
come tougher to sell these due to 
reports about its trust fund deficit. 

In its financial report last year, 
CAP said it had suffered recurring 
losses from operations amount- 
ing to P2.8 billion in 2003 and 
403.3 million in 2002, Its trust 
fund assets, being managed by its 
trustee banks, “had not grown 
sufficiently” to match its total ac- 
tuarial reserve liability or net lia- 
bility to plan holders amounting 
to P25.6 billion. This resulted ina 
paper trust fund deficit of P17.2 
billion as of end-2003. 


INQUIRER MONITOR 


Figures that matter in our nation's life 


(January to June 2002 to 2004, in billion US dollars) 
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THE PHILIPPINES electronics export performance remains one ofthe few bright 
spots in he country's leak economy. Accounting lor 67 percent of this year's fist 
half total exports, a is up 9.7 percent lo $12.6 billion. Exports include 
semiconductor. hard disc drives, laptops, processors found in celiphones and 


Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research | 


Own a Ford Lynx GSi for a P78,000 DP or thru a 0%-interest* scheme. fas 
1.6-liter DOHC 16-valve engine with Rapid Response Engineering + Speed-sensitive power-assisted steering « All-wheel disc brakes 
“Quad projector halogen headlamps # in-dash CD player with 4-speaker system “The Ford Lynx GSi~designed for you to own. 
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BusINESS 


Union Bank raising funds via 
$150-M global bond float 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


UNION Bank of the Philippines, the Aboitiz 
group's banking arm, is set to tap the interna- 
tional capital market for the first time with a 
$150 million worth of global bond offering. 
The bank will also be the first Philippine 
enterprise that will attempt to brave the glob- 
al bond market after Malacahang's admission 
government was in the midst of a fis- 


Im a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change yesterday, UBP said its board of direc- 
tors had agreed to hire an arranger for this se- 
nior debt issuance. However, the manage- 
ment will have to seek the necessary regulato- 
ry approvals for the bond offering. 

“The proceeds will be used to refinance 
some of the bank's maturing debts as well as 
for relending to the export sector as well as to 


SMC’s local beer sales 
up 21% in 1st 7 mos 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL Corp. (SMC) said 
its local beer operations posted a 
21-percent increase in sales rev- 
enue in the first seven months of 
the year to P20.8 billion from 
year-ago level. 

For July alone, beer sales hit 
P2.47 billion. 

Operating income for the sev- 
en months amounted to P4.33 
billion. SMC did not give compar- 
ative figures. 

Operating income for July, 
reached P335 million, up 24 per- 
cent from P270 in the same 
month last year. 

The company said it had main- 
tained its focus on retail sales, 
kept effective relations with its 
dealers and improved produet 
availability. 

SMC also continued to gain 


an 
Miguel's 
plans. 


THIS nearly bankrupt cute administration of 
Gloriaetta must really need all the money it 
can get its hands, and other parts of its anato- 
my, on. 

For one, Gloriaetta is asking lawmakers to 
give up part of their “pork.” But not all of itl 
Just a small part of it, congressman! Only 38 
percent! 

Tha is the non-edible kind of “pork,” as ev- 
idenced by my brilliant use of the quotation 
marks, which automatically denote that what 
are eaten in this kind of "pork" are only the 
poor government project contractors. They 
are normally eaten alive. 

Anyway, this cute administration does not 
even mind its headline-grabbing reversal of 
roles with the religious business, este, groups 
lang pala. 

We usually give charity (i.e. lots of money) 
to the likes of Brother Mike, Ka Erdie, and our 
favorite Father, or “mother,” which, of course, 
depends on the priest's sexual preference. 

But now, the religion-business groups are 
called upon to give alms to this cute adminis- 
tration instead. The faithful gives to the 
Church leaders, who give to Gloriaetta. 

‘To top it all, Gloriaetta was even said to be 

trying to mend fences with former Vice Presi 
dent Teofisto Guingona. Good heavens. Does 
he even have that kind of money? 
THAT'S the same Guingona whom Gloriaetta 
had picked to become her vice. And I mean 
the position. She picked Guingona over Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel. 

As a result, Pimentel has become a first 
class oppositionist, taking every opening to 
become a pain in this cute administration's 
neck, plus other parts ofits anatomy. 

Anyway, that's the same Guingona whom 
the Palace unceremoniously dismissed as For- 
eign Affairs Secretary, thereby ostentatiously 
driving him away to the opposition. 

But according to a recent press statement 
from the Palace, this cute administration now 
wants Guingona to help "unite the people in 
meeting the present crisis." 

Okay, so it's clear that it's not his money 
that this cute administration is after. 1 just 
want to make it clear, I personally know that 
the guy has none. 

But if Gloriaetta wants Guingona back (al- 
though, perhaps not in the same way that she 


from an improved distribution 
system, right product portfolio 
and the entry of new drinkers in- 
tothe market. 

SMC earlier said it had com- 
pleted its purchase of a 50-per- 
cent stake in Australia's biggest 
juice maker Berri Ltd. 

Although the Australian firm 
was valued at roughly $234.5 
million, SMC has yet to disclose 
the acquisition price. 

Ina joint statement with Berri, 
San Miguel chair Eduardo Co- 
juangco earlier said the deal was 

important 


“It is a terrific complement to 
our existing portfolio and our 
buy-in is consistent with San 
Miguel's strategy to acquire busi- 
nesses with strategic fit with its 
core categories," he had said. 


Pain in the knock 


businesses under the (government's) Invest- 
ment Priority Plan," said UBP director and 
Aboitiz Equity Ventures chief operating offi- 
cer Erramon Aboitiz in an interview. 

International credit rating firm Moody's In- 
vestors Service has assigned a Ba2 rating to 
the bank's proposed senior unsecured debt is- 
sue due 2009. 

Based on Moody's definition, this rating in- 
dicates substantial credit risk, particularly as 
a result of adverse economic change over 
time, but business or financial alternatives 
may be available to allow financial commit- 
ments to be met. 

The credit rating firm said the rating outlook 
was negative— or may likely be downgraded in 
the future—in line with the revised outlook for 
the country's sovereign ceilings to negative and 
did not reflect bank-specific concerns. 

Moody's said the rating reflected the bank's 


limited franchise and moderate financial 
strength. 

“The bank is rated D for its bank financial 
strength, reflecting its solid capitalization, 
above-average profitability and professional 
management, but challenging operating envi- 
ronment,” Moody's said in a statement. 

Thebank' other ratingsare: 

© Long-term deposit rating of Ba3 with a 
negative outlook; 

© Short-term deposit ratings of “not 
prime” with a stable outlook; 

Established in 1982 as a result of a merger 
between Union Savings and Mortgage Bank 
and Bancom Development Corp., Union Bank 
is currently the 13th largest indigenous bank 
inthe Philippines. 

‘The bank reported consolidated assets of 
P76.7 billion ($1.4 billion) as of June 30, 


plank in San 
regional expansion 


TOP NEWSPAPER OF 2004 
The Philippine Daily Inquirer was named the Top National 

for 2004 at the recent National Consumers Quality 
Awards held at the AFP Theater in Camp Aguinaldo, INQUIRER 
‘SVP for corporate services Dave Valdes received the award from 
Justo Ortiz, governor of the Lions Club International. 
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Conrado R. Banal III 


now has the losing congressional candidate 
Willie Villarama back), is she even willing to 
address the problem which caused the rift be- 
‘tween them, in the first place? 

Now this is getting more interesting! 

AT one time, you see, new justice secretary 
and former Congressman Raul Gonzales 
made noises about the reason for the rift be- 
tween Gloriaetta and Guingona. 

Gonzales was blaming the so-called Sikatu- 
na group, which was trying to undermine 
Guingona with Gloriaetta, particularly re- 
garding Guingona's handling of the country's 
relation with Washington. 

The so-called Sikatuna group, in case you 
are not a member of the Manila Polo Club, is 
said to be headed by Roberto Romulo. 

‘That is the same Romulo who was the for- 
eign affairs secretary of Kuya Eddie, and who 
was unceremoniously fired over the Flor Con- 
templacion case. 

(The quote which made Romulo famous at 
that time was, “what is all the fuss over a 
maid?”) - 

While Gonzales is now the secretary of jus- 
tice, Romulo is still the Presidential Adviser 
for Foreign Affairs, with the rank of Cabinet 
secretary. Big shot, in other words. 

But then again, Gloriaetta also has a Cal 

net-rank Presidential Adviser for Provincial 
Trips. 
IN media groups, anyway, Romulo's latest 
claim to fame is his ongoing media war with 
The Philippine Star publisher and columnist 
Max Soliven. 

Ifyou believe Romulo, or at least the infor- 
mation he is peddling to publications abroad, 
such as the Singapore Straits Times, the rea- 
son why Soliven got mad at him was petty. 

Supposedly, based on the Romulo version 
ofit, Soliven was delisted as one of the guests 
toa White House gathering, during one of the 
visits of Gloriaetta to the United States. 


And Romulo has been telling everybody, 
through strike-anywhere broadcast e-mails, 
that he actually had nothing to do withit. 

That, of course, implied that he had the 
power to do it. But he did not. 

And so to get back at Soliven, Romulo 
lodged a complaint with the Philippine Press 
Institute, launched a media campaign abroad 
and sued Soliven for libel. 

What for? Well, I really don't know. Romulo 
isa government official, right? Public officials 
must not be onion-skinned, right? 

I just know that somebody must be angling 
for the same DFA position from which Guing- 
ona was unceremoniously dismissed. 

Now how will Gloriaetta handle the two of 

them, Guingona and Romulo, together again? 
Who will be knocked out this time, the pain or 
the neck? Watch out! 
THERE is hope for us to get rid of the deadly 
TB. The same organization which launched 
the successful anti-polio campaign is doing it 
agai. This time against TB. 

Tes none other than the civic organization 
Rotary Club. 

This Monday, Sept. 6, all the Rotary Clubs 
in the country, joining forces as one organiza- 
tion, will launch a campaign called “Stop Tu- 
berculosis 2005.” 

The campaign was the brainchild of the 
governor of the Rotary Club District 3830, 
Tony Quila, who is a retired top executive of 
the Asian Development Bank. 

When Quila launched the campaign early 
this year, about 40 Rotary Clubs immediately 
joined, mostly from his own district, covering 
the southern part of Metro Manila. 

Now all the Rotary districts in the country 
are taking part in the campaign. You can be 
sure that something good will happen. 

‘The same organization started the anti-polio 
campaign back in 1979. Initially the target was 

i ix million Filipino children. 

Today, the polio virus was said to have been 
eradicated. Not only here! But worldwide! 
What the Rotary Club did to polio, hopefully, 
can be done to TB. 

Well, TB only affects around one-third of 
the population. That's roughly 30 million Fil- 
ipinos. It kills around 30,000 Filipinos every 
year. Somebody has to stop it! | place my bet 
‘on the Rotary Club. 
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RP signs 4 business deals with China, hopes for more 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FOUR business deals were sealed 
yesterday on the first day of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's state 
visit to China, Trade Secretary 
Cesar V. Purisima saii 

The agreements include two 
supply contracts of coco fiber 
products and another two on the 
supply and distribution of resins 


post 


used in adhesives and paints. 

Purisima, who is with the Pres- 
ident's contingent, said in a state- 
ment that the agreements would 
further strengthen the economic 
ties between the two countries. 

“I have di 
China to look for more op- 
portunities for our local compa- 
nies to sell their products,” he 
said. “Our partnerships aim to 


ected our foreign Enterprise Co. Ltd. 


gain from the economic prowess 
ofthis vast Asian country.” 

The first ofthe trade agreements 
was a supply contract for coco fiber 
products between Cocotechnolo- 
gies Corp. and Guanzhou Rivers 


„Under the agreement, Co- 
cotech will supply a minimum of 
$1 million worth of coconut fiber 
products to Rivers for use in river- 


bank repair in Guandong, Pan 
Pearl River Delta and other areas 
in China for a period of two 
years. 

Second isa supply contract for 
the supply of coco coir products 
between Philippine Environ- 
mentech Product Corp. (Pepco) 
and Guangzhou Tiahe Yi Xin 
Fiber Product Co. 

Pepco will supply Yi Xin with a 


minimum of 100 tons to a maxi- 
mum of 300 tons of baled co- 
conut fiber a month. The deal 
provides for an option on addi- 
tional deliveries within two 
years...” 

Third is a memorandum of 
agreement between Kemwerke, 
Inc. of the Philippines and Akzo 
Nobel Coatings of China. 

Kemwerke will deliver to Akzo 


141801000 
114000000 


Equivalent 


56.47 
0.5142 
101.2218 
7.1984 
44.3464 
42.1787 
92.8326 
396574 
148939 
14.9726 
32.7368 
0.005 
13507 
152873 
68.3983 
18.7156 
19.1367 
9.197 
12132 
147715 
49329 
36.8201 
8.1629 
0.9581 
8.4655 
0.0487 
74909 
1.0894 
1.6587 
0.0283 


Nobel Coatings each month a 
maximum of 400 metric tons of 
short oil alkyd resin, polyol resi 
and related products used 
"making adhesives and paints. 
The other is an agreement be- 
tween Kemwerke and New 
Trump Enterprises Ltd. of China, 
where New Trump Enterprises 
would sell, market and promote 
Kemwerke's products in China. 
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Cebu Pacific signs $670-M aircraft deal with Airbus : 


By Clarissa S. Batino operating costs by between 20 the short-haul, low-fare market, China and Japan during the the company to fy to nine points 
and 40 percent, increase its seat where flights average one to one courseoftherefleeting program. in Asia. “The much improved 
CEBU Air Pacific yesterday signed capacity and efficiency and allow anda half hours. The airine'scom- — "There is tougher competition range of the A319s is a key con- 
an agreement with European it to fly more frequently and even petitiveness depends on thenumber in the market and we are beefing sideration as it would open op- 
firm Airbus SAS for the purchase open new routes. of fightsit could mountinaday. up our fleet for the portunities to fly to growth areas 
of a dozen 150-seater A319 air- — The purchase of the new Gokongwei said 85 percent of petition we are anticipati inthe region,” Gokongwei said. 
craft for $670 million. planes would give Cebu Pacific ; i thecostoftherefleeting would be foreign as well as domestic carri- — Mojica assured, however, that 
Cebu Pacific president Lance the distinction of having one of ` financed by debt to be guaran- ers,” Mojica said. the company would pass on some 
Gokongwei said the acquisition the youngest fleets in the region. teed by European credit facilities Cebu Pacific said itnowaccounts of the savings of the re-fleeting es- 
of brand new planes, to be deliv- — Gokongwei said the brand-new * $ Coface, Hermes and the British for 38 percent of the market and pecially to domestic passengers. 
ered between September 2005 airplanes would replace the com- Export Credit Guarantee Depart- this should continue to increase as “With the new planes, the cost" 
and February 2007, would allow pany's current fleet of 12, 115- 4 ment. “We already paid the 15 economic growth expands and the of operating per seat would go 
the low-cost airline to boost its seater DC9 aircraft staring percent (balance) yesterday out airline business grows. down. This would allow us to of- 
position in the domestic and re- September 2005 to February 2007. of internal funds,” he said. From seven flightsaday to only fer even more competitive rates 
gional aviation industry. ‘Airbus spokesperson Anthony GOKONGWEI Danilo Mojica, general manag- two destinations when Cebu Pacif- or at least keep fares where they 
The country's second-largest Philips said the Cebu Pacific deal erate older planes. With the new er of Cebu Pacific, said the com- ic started operations in March are now,” he noted. 
carrier owned by the Gokongwei was the biggest for the European aircraft, we have more flexibility, pany was looking to open flights 1996, the Gokongwei airline now The Gokongwei carrier said it 
family also signed a deal with Air- aircraft maker in the Philippines. lower uel costs and can sellmore to General Santos, Cotabato, fies 85 timesaday to 15localdes- would seek tax incentives from 
bus for the lease of two, 168- The company was also wooing seats,” Gokongwei said. Laoag, Legaspi and Dipolog. tinations and four overseas. The the government for the refleeting 
seater A320s for delivery in the Philippine Airlines to buy new Cebu Pacificsaid that new planes Gokongwei said Cebu Pacific overseas routes are Hong Kong, program. The Board of Invest: 
summer of 2005. planes from Airbus. could fly eight to nine hours a day could revive its flights to Singa- Seoul in Korea, Guangzhou and ments said Cebu Pacific could 
The airline's refleeting pro- — "Ithasreacheda point wherein from the present six and a half to pore, increase flights to Korea XiameninChina on charter trips. qualify for incentives under the 
gram would reduce Cebu Pacific's it has become more costly toop- seven hours. The carrier operates and start flying commercially to — The new aircraft would allow 2004 Investment Priorities Plan. 


NON-REMITTANCE OF TAXES sa 
BIR cracks down on withholding agents PSBank Time 


By Doris C. Dumlao “We've issued a regulation to they withheld the amount wasin reported properly,” Parayno said. 
taxpayers saying that they have refund position and applied for a The BIR, the government's 
THE BUREAU of Internal Rev- to submit to us all those who refund because they overpaid, so main revenue-collecting agency, 
enue has started a crackdown on claim creditable withholding tax they have to attach the certifi- aims to contribute P477 billion to 
big companies that failed toremit and deduct from their tax cate. When we verified the certifi- the state coffers this year. 
their collection of withholding payable," Parayno said. cate, we found out there was no “We are supposed to grow at 
taxes. “They have to back it up with a remittance,” he aid. 12 percent to reach P477 billion. | 499,999 - 499,999 
‘The move is part of the agen- summary list in electronic form = Parayno said the BIR was We are growing by only 10.33 we 399, 
cys drive to raise more funds for so that we can use that data so working with the best lawyers to. percent,” Parayno said. 500,000 - 999,999 
the cash-strapped government. that we could alsorun after those prosecute erring taxpayers. “But it's still a much better year 
In an interview, Revenue Com- people who withheld and issued “We are developing new mea- in the sense that last year, we had 1.0MM - 4,999,999 
mi mer Guillermo Parayno Jr. those certificates,” Parayno said. sures to improve collection,” he only a 7.9-percent growth. Our | 
said the agency had received re- — Hesaidthe BIR had unmasked said. growth rate of 10.33 percent this 5.0MM - 9,999,999 
ports that some of its tax-with- such violations among some in Another area being probed by year is higher than GDP (gross | 49 million and 
holding agents had been remiss the country’s top 5,000 corpora- the BIR, Parayno said, was the domestic product) plus inflation = 
in the remittance of their collec- tions, but that the agency had proper remittance of tax pay- so we're growing faster than the subject to change without prior nt 
tions. widened its probe to include the ments for shipping tickets. economy except that we haven't Rates par | documentary stamp taxes. 
“We have information that top10,000. “The average price perticketis reached our target. But that Da 
there are (companies) who are In one particular case, Parayno a very low amount, indicating doesnt mean we cant do it,” he any of our 121 PSBank Branches nationwide. 
withholding but are not remit said the BIR discovered such vio- that many tickets are not being said. 
ting," Parayno said. lation when the company, after 
He said the BIR was now paying the withholding tax to the 
putting up a new computer sys- withholding agent, claimed a re- 
tem that would trap these viola- fund. 
tors. “The company from where 


Banks lukewarm to BIR’s 
compromise proposal 


By Doris C. Dumlao then you won't be coming from a 
position of strength because you 


‘THE BANKERS Association of the have accepted the liability,” Coro- 

Philippines is lukewarm to the nel said. 

government's compromise deal In the first place, he said the 

on the reported back taxes of for- banks still believed that the BIR 

eign currency deposit units (FC- should not demand back pay- n" LI 


Us) and offshore banking units. mems from the FCDUs and 

In an interview with the Ingum- OBUs. 

ER, BAP executive director Leoni- “The FCDUs and OBUs are 
lo Coronel yesterday said the there because of a policy to en- 
banks would have to study the courage them and such policy has 
proposal further as they werestill not changed till now,” Coronel 
questioning the basis of the tax said. 

assessments made by the tax-col- The dispute between the BIR 5 
padala wood the bka asd fa o The IBM @ server xSeries is now more affordable. 

Under a proposed "middle imposition of additional taxes on 
AA solute, tee Breal af) KODIGO or and above “The x206 starts at PhP 65,900 and includes Intel" Pentium" 4 Processor 2.8GHz with 256MB of memory. 364GB SCSI hard drive and gigabit 
a NAGA Ba sea NOO AG AA K Ethernet capabilities. For prices starting at PhP219.900 you can buy a version ofthe x235 with intel" Xeor Processor 306GHz and “hot 
Gaines NGO. and ine emi ae steak oft ged swag’ SCSI hard drives. Hot swap drives can be replaced while the server's rumning, without the server having to be rebooted. 
charges on FCDU and OBU back ical error” in the Tax Reform Act. 
taxes from 1998 to 2003, reduc- When the comprehensive tax 
ing the assessed liability ofthe in” reform package was passed in 
dustry to only P11 billion from 1997, legislators overlooked the The xSeries is eminently scalable and rable. Beneit rom higher productivity and rest easy in the knowledge that the xSeries comes wih 
the: inal P31 billion. omission of the phrase “in lieu of" the backing of IBM's service support and warranty. Power, performance and price. All together, absolutely priceless. 

‘The assessed amount repre- and proceeded to pass a law that 
sented the uncollected gross re- reinstated all other taxes that lo- a 
ceipts tax, value-added tax and cal banks pay, including taxes on mana {BM @server Heres 206 pizzur IBM @ server xSeries 225 (18521) 
documentary stamp taxes when income, documentary stamps $ 25 5 Ä keh Toes Pak 
FCDUs and OBUs lost their tax- and profit remittances. But while i = NA dna p 
exempt status after the compre- legislators admitted there was no 5 "YNG L2 eral Cace 3 
hensive tax reform program was intention to remove such tax ex- 5 d + sizma aco seme : 
enacted in 1997. empion the BIR insisted this was naa? Feo wat omnsowk SONG Ga 

While the BAP was "not disput- what was stated in the law and it sis K x eno 2 e 
ing" the offer, Coronel said the must be collected covering the s bran fm T a 
banks were cautious as accepting years that the provision was in ef- 3 j 5 


“The xSeries servers include software called IBM Director thal conducts predictive failure analysis. It monitors the machine's internal temperature 
and the health of components such as memory and issuing alerts when a failure is about 1o occur. 


Int Xon" Processor 2AGH2 
‘v2 processor 

5121 L2 Internal Cache 
SIMB / BGB 282 


3 3GpusanSas Stxpnson Seis 
the compromise deal would mean fect. ‘rotor swap SCSI A nontoksuap SCSI 
that they were accepting the lia- — Revenue Commissioner feramconou 35 aaron ABDKCONDAKAS, 14G FOD 
bility being claimed by the BIR. Guillermo Parayno Jr. yesterday gao Enernet tea Goat tenet ug 

“if you accept it and someone said the agency would still do fur- 340W NA Power Supply 45W 19 Power pp 
questions the amount later on, ther consultations on its offer. 


JTE eo 
More oil companies 


pra pren 
Lines Lyh Par Dapostes Land Lp Path Diagnosis 
Orton RAD Support Oina RAD Support 
+ Tsar nto arat + Työn tte Waranty 
FrompageBI Perez admitted that, according PhP 66,900 PhP 100,900 
to DOE computations, oil firms 

implemented these yesterday. SS still had an under-recovery of lib inaanod ig | 

Flying V, which made a similar P1.50 a liter for diesel but an mapa: 
announcement but for higher in- over-recovery of 80 centavos a + Intel Yeon” Processor 2.06GH2 

a {sta 1208 sona 

creases of 40 centavos a liter for liter for gasoline. En Anak 
gasoline and 50 centavos for — Under-recoveries and over-re- + 2x 364GB intated 
diesel and kerosene, yesterday coveries refer to changes in world 2 hoki nr des 
decided to match its competitors’ oil prices that are not reflected at aa x : PhP 219900 
price increase levels. the pump. M 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez — The energy chief likewise ay 
rp haetin pajan tue O fom Un A Oserver' Call 1-800-1888-1426 / 995-2426 or goto ibm.com 
suasion to get the oil firms te ment another increase in the 
agree not to raise pump prices by next two weeks and to "consider s, 
as much as 60 centavos a iter, the recent downward movement IBM VALUE PATE Sts re, ATP Porotu Ps bc. kn bana ab a ec es 
and instead just implement a 30- in world prices the past three lnc.» Merocircuts Corporation « Merophase Enterprise Company  Noriale Technologies, bc.” PC Cal Computer + Producivity Tech Series, 
centavo-a-liter increase, trading days before making any irc. « Ovestonir Corporaton + Scan Valoy Computer estar e Systems & Plan Integrator & Dev" Company Vas Systems & Sons Corporation 

The oil firms heeded the ener- more adjustments in local + Vanity hiomaton leony Systems «Zant Stems Capra, 
gy chief's apa by re aA a esc aay ca aan ba ene ay v n, o mga, 

asoline prices by only 30 cen- — Sincethe beginning of the year, raan a aha a s Sh po na ma beta ere Mace Coron © OLA Cop, pas 

favos alter However they raised gasoline prices have gone up nine Ne la ae an a ane Pcl Chavon OE DAOS estos nae prc Bcd se og et 
diesel and kerosene prices by 45 times by a total of P5.30-P5.45 a ‘Tepes Gan a a po Npa o Pa a cn etl yo ep a Cn ma. a, i DR- 
centavosa liter, 50 percent higher liter, while diesel prices have in- i 
than what the Department of En- creased eight times by a total of 
ergy sought. P4.25-P4.40 a liter. 
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Editor Aries Espinosa: 
AutoloadMAX gives “Libre Load’ 
to finance retailers” businesses 


INNOVATION leader Globe Telecom 
has launched another ingenious way 
to help its 300,000 strong network of 
AutoloadMAX retailers grow their 
business through its new 'Libre Load 
sa AutoloadMAX' promo. 

‘Libre Load’ is an electronic raffle 
promo which gives registered Au- 


toloadMAX retailers a chance to fi- 
nance their business expansion abso- 
lutely free of charge. From Aug. 1 to 
Sept. 30, registered AutoloadMAX re- 
tailers who sell at least P100 Au- 
toloadMAX load have a chance to be 
one of the 10 daily winners of P5,000 
Libre Load. Winners will have their 
free bonus load credited in their com- 
mercial load wallet which they can in 
turn resell to help them earn more in- 
come. 

A retailer can accumulate P100 ei- 
ther by selling four AutoloadMAX at 
P25, two AutoloadMAX at P50 or one 
P44 and one P56. Other combinations 
are possible, the important thing to re- 
member is that it should sum up to 
P100. Every P100 (accumulated) Au- 
toloadMAX load sold daily entitles re- 
tailersto one (1) raffle entry. The high- 
er the AutoloadMAX load sold, the 
higher the chance to win Libre Load! 
Active AutoloadMAX retailers can win 
up to 2 times during the promo dura- 
tion. 

According to Ferdz De La Cruz, 
Globe head of wireless business group, 


“We see the new ‘Libre Load’ promo as 
a way to encourage our existing net- 
work of retailers to regularly sell Au- 
toloadMAX to their neighbors and 
friends who are either on Globe Pre- 
paid or Touch Mobile. Unlike the usual 
‘sales commission however where cash 
is given, the ‘Libre Load’ promo gives 
ten AutoloadMAX retailers who quali- 
fy the chance to win in the daily draw, 
P5,000 worth of free load credits, 
which they can use as added business 
capital to help them earn more.” 

Aside from the benefits given to Au- 
toloadMAX retailers, the ‘Libre Load” 
promo will also give Globe Prepaid 
and Touch Mobile subscribers 20 per- 
cent bonus load whenever they pur- 
chase AutoloadMAX load credits dur- 
ing the promo period. 

Joining the ‘Libre Load sa Autoload- 
MAX promo is a fast and easy way for 
retailers to avail of free business capi- 
tal to help them on their way to be- 
coming thriving business en- 
trepreneurs. Still not an AutoloadMAX 
retailer? Now is the best time to be 
one! 


Text DepEd through Globe 2327 


GLOBE subscribers now have an up- 
graded, open channel of communica- 
tion with the secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Education, which also gives 
them access to information and up- 
dates relevant to the department. 

‘The Department of Education Text 
Messaging Service or DEtxt, aims to 
open up a two-way direct channel of 
communication between the Secre- 
tary public school faculty, parents, stu- 
dents and the public using their Globe 
Handyphones. All the general public 
needs to do is text the keyword deped 
<space> message/name of sender 
and send to 2327. A different format is 
required of public school teachers and 


DepEd personnel: deped spaces 
guro <space> message/name of 
sender/employee number <space> 
station code <space> division code, 
and send to 2327. Only P1 will be 
charged for every text message sent. 
Globe, the innovation leader in the 
country, has been very consistent in its 
support of the government initiatives 
to make itself more accessible to the 
public. "This tie-up to upgrade the 
DepEd's DEnct is but the latest expres- 
sion of our commitment to support the 
government and give something back 
to the community,” said Globe head of 
wireless business group Ferdz De La 
Cruz. Previously, Globe launched TXT 


GMA which allows people with an 
open line of communication with the 
president. Using the SMS technology 
which Globe pioneered, the public 
may now also get in touch with va 
‘ousagencies such as SSS, GSIS the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs and the 
department of Labor and Employ- 
ment. 

This latest partnership with the 
DepEd ensures that the public will be 
made more aware of announcements 
on holidays, suspension of classes due 
to natural disasters, announcements 
of national diagnostic tests and other 
special programs, textbook or fumi- 
ture deliveriesand other news. 


Get that soft, smooth and healthy skin 


"WATER makes up 60 percent of the human body that provides moisture 
inthe skin. The skin is considered to be a large water storage, yet mois- 
ture is lost, especially the skin on our face - it gets rough and dry. 

Dry skin can be caused by a lot of factors. One is the natural evapora- 
tiön of water from our skin. Studies show that about 4 to 8 oz, of water 
evaporates through the skin everyday. What's more, hot or cold air, low 
humidity, frequent use of harsh cleansing solutions can ruin the skin's 
protective layer and causes it to lose its natural ability to hold moisture. 

“When this happens, Facial Skin Dryness or FSD sets in. FSD happens 
when there's moisture loss caused by improper skin care and lifestyle 
habits such as frequent use of harsh soaps and scrubs, smoking, stress, 
lack of sleep, frequent exposure to the sun and air-conditioning 

«If left unchecked, FSD can damage the skin's protective function and 
lead to premature wrinkles. 

To prevent FSD, use dermatologist-prescribed Celeteque Facial Mois- 
nirizer, It is water-based and oil-free so it leaves no greasy after-feel. It is 
hypoallergenic, non-comedogenic, and it contains the combination of 
moisturizing agents: Dimethicone, Pro-Vitamin BS, Glycerin and Aloe 
Vera that deeply moisturize the skin. This moisturizer restores moisture 
balance and protects your skin from FSD. 

Prevent FSD with a healthy lifestyle and use dermatologist-pre- 
seribed Celeteque Facial Moisturizer regularly. Know more about FSD, 
ask your dermatologist today. 


Fantastic deals at Robbinsdale Hotel 
EASILY the most preferred hotel in the heart of Quezon City, Robbinsdale 
“Hotel launches another best-seller with its all-time discounted accommoda- 
"tion package from July to September 2004. Rainy Day Splash offers guests 
-as much as 50 percent off on the third night, including complimentary Fil- 
"pino or American breakfast, for a minimum of 3 nights stay. Standard room 
isat P1,500 nett only, while the Junior Suite is at P2,200 nett only. Massage 
Par Excellence Package for a relaxing, rejuvenating spa experience that is 
yet unparalleled at the Mendez Body & Face Facial, Salon and Spa, courtesy 
“of Dr. Joel Mendez of Mendez Medical Group, a premier aromatherapy and 
massage company in the country. Overnight accommodation ina standard 
«room includes Filipino breakfast and an hour of Swedish/Shiatsu massage 
"for only P1,800. Board Examiners Package - weekly rate: P9,000 nett; 


PyomuciFnes 


Toon lympics fever with Jollibee 


MAKE way for your 
favorite Looney Tunes 
characters as they 
‘tush in and play their 
favorite sport with the 
new Jolibee Kids 
Meal Toon lympics. 
Kids will love to see 
Sylvester play one- 
‘on-one with Tweety 
Gn the Baskatblock 
court, Make tan exciting water race for Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck as 
they stretch all their muscles to win in the Comicanoe. As Roadrunner and 
Wile E. Coyote faces ofl, it will be a neck-to-neck Maratoon race for them. 

| Hold your breath as Marvin the Martian leaps to victory at the Spacejump. 
Dash yourself to the nearest Jollibee store and treat yourself and your kids 
| ayummy langhap-sarap Jollibee Kids Meal of Yumburger, Jolly Spaghetti, 


TTY 


Burger Steak or Chickenjoy and get any of the four Toon lympics toys. 


3rd Annual - 
AFCSR 


THE AIM-Ramon V. del 

Rosario Sr, Center for Corpo- 

rate Responsibility will hold its 

3rd Annual Asian Forum for Corpo- 

rate Social Responsibility Conference at the 
Shangri-la Hotel in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 
Sept. 2 and 3. This event, like in the past, promis- 
es to be the largest gathering in the field of Cor- 
porate Social Responsibility. This year's theme is 
“Altruism or Economics? Can CSR be sustained 
by one without the other?”. The Asian Forum on 
CSR examines the need and value of CSR for 
companies operating in Asia. Addressed will be 
the drivers of CSR and how companies and civil 
society should move forward in a rapidly-chang- 
Ing Asia. For more information or reservations, 
visit the website at www.asianforum.com or call 
the event managers at 812-6289. 


GTF’s EI Filibusterismo 


AFTER the highly successful run of Kanser (Noli 
Me Tangere), the 27th season of Gantimpala The- 
ater Foundation (GTF) escalates turther with the 
staging of E Filibusterismo. In the continuing 
saga of Dr. Jose Rizal's sequel to his first navel, 
the mood changes from the philosophical under- 
standing to revolutionary fervor. Performances 
are on Sept. 3,4 and5 (10 .m/2 p.m. - Saint Ce- 
cilla's Hall of St. Scholastica's College, Manila): 
Sept. 10, 11 and 12 (102.m./2 p.m. - AFP The- 
ater, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City); Sept. 18 and 
19 (10 am/2 p.m. - RFC Cinema, Las Piñas); and 
Sept. 24 and 25 (10 a m/2 p.m. - Cabuyao Arts 
Centre, Laguna). For details, call the GTF market- 
ing office at 899-5745/896-3503. 


Best travel photo contest 
APHOTO contest about travel in the Philippines 
and its people has been launched recently. Dubbed 
“My Best Travel Photo", the photo tits open to all 
photographers, amateur or professional. The Fed- 
eration of Philippine Photographers Foundation, 
together with the Phil. Tour Operators Assn. 
(Phitoa) is the organizer ot this special event of the 
15th Philippine Travel Mart (PTM) to be held at the 
SM Megamall on Sept. 3 to 5. Entries must be 8x10 
in color. Submit prints with the corresponding data 
‘sheet attached al the back of each entry. Film or 
digital camera output in photo paper processed by 
photo labs only. First prize is P10,000. Deadline is 
on Sept. 4 at the FPPF secretariat at the PTM exhib- 
it area. Awarding is on Sept 5 at the PTM exhibit 
hall. For inquiries, call 813-7420, 843-5341. 


Gomez performs in SM 

SM MEGAMALL in cooperation with Yamaha and 
Roland presents Joscephine Gomez "Through 
Time", a musical presentation in connection with 
the forthcoming celebration of Grandparents’ Day 
at the Bldg. A Ground Floor Atrium of SM Mega- 
mall on Sept. 3 at 5 p.m. Assisted by Carlos Peri- 
on the at plano and Naldy Rodriguez at the syn- 
thesizer, the soprano will do a mixed program of 
opera arias, kundiman, Broadway and pop songs. 
Admission is free. For inquiries, call 687-7898 or 
0919-876-3770. 


INQUIRER HOSTS LUNCH FOR UNILAB 


The Philippine Daily Inquirer recently hosted 
lunch for local pharmaceutical giant United 
Laboratories inc (Unilab). in photo are Unilab 
president Carlos Ejercito (seated, second from 


pad 


left) and Inquirer president Sandy Prieto-Ro- 
mualdez (seated, second from right) along 
with other Unilab and Inquirer senior manage- 
ment executives 


PAL GRANTS DIAMOND AWARD TO GERMALIN ENTERPRISES 


Unprecedented in the history of domestic car- 
go forwarding industry, Philippine Airlines 
granted for the first time ever the Diamond 
Award for the year 2003-2004 to Germalin En- 
terprises Inc. Shown (from left): Jerry Calalu- 
an, manager, Cargo Sales Domestic: Enrique 


Javier, VP sales; Avelino Zapanta, president 
and COO; Mr ang Mrs Antonio Feliciano of 
Germalin; Henry So Uy, EVP, Comme 

Group and EA to the chair and CEO; Edmundo 
de Luna, SAVP, Cargo Sales and Mario Pan- 
gan, manager, Cargo Sales International. 


R&B royalty Alicia Keys live in Manila 


YES, believe it or not! No Curfew watch stores 
“TakeYour Time” together with Tommy Hilfiger 
watches is responsible for Alicia Keys: Live in 
Manila! 2004 World Tour. 

A rare artist among her own generation, a 
singer, songwriter and extraordinary pianist 
who combines classical raining with an old 
school sensibility and a direct relationship with 
today's mix of hip-hop and R&B, Alicia relates to 
music much in the way legends like Stevie Won- 
der and Prince have always done, seeing their 
work as a continuous, ongoing journey rather 
than a collection of songs for a new album, al- 
ways recording more material than could possi- 
bly il one record. Not that Alicia herself would 
presume to be included in the category of such 
musical masters but certainly if her first award- 
winning multi-platinum album (2001's "Songs 
In A Minor’) and her latest epic, “The Diary of 
Alicia Keys" are any indicators, she has clearly 
taken the first few steps in a career that already 
demonstrates endless promise. 

Such is the hard work for the album and her 
songwriting that Alicia says: "When the final al- 
bum was done, I was ecstatic,” Alicia states. "I 
really felt the energy of the songs and hearing 
them as one piece of work, I was able to say yes, 
this is who I am right now I'm very proud, very 


to the world." 

For her Manila concert, Alicia will be perform- 
ing songs from her latest album. Feel the energy 
of the Alicia's songs in Alicia Keys: Live in Mani- 
la! 2004 World Tour on Oct. 9, and mark it as an 
occasion to have in your Diary for Alicia Keys. 

More details to come within the next few 
weeks. In the meantime, you can visit any No 
Curfew watch store outlet and check out their 
latest Tommy Hilfiger watch models and maybe, 
if you're lucky enough, even win tickets to the 


2ND WHISPER-SUMMER'S EVE BADMINTON CUP 


Procter & Gamble and Blooming Fields Phils Inc, 
recently inked an agreement for the 2nd staging of 
Whisper-Summer's Eve Badminton Cup siated at 
Yonex Philippines Badminton Club. Shown in photo 
are (seated from let): Queenie Go-Cua, assistant 
brand manager for Whisper brand of Procter & 
Gamble; Gina Godinez, managing director of MXN, 
the marketing arm of the badminton event: Maizie 
Frances Sycip-Qua, general manager of Blooming 
Fields Phils inc; Bernard Abeleda, producer of the 


EUROLUX MARKS 4TH YEAR 
Eurolux international Lightings inc, the premiere 
brand known ali over Asia when it comes to excel- 
lent quality ightings recently made its radiant pres- 
tence highly visible at the successfully concluded 
WoridBex exhibit held at the World Trade Center. 
Now on is 4th year of operation in the Philippines, 
Eurolux, under the indefatigable hands-on manage- 
ment ofits GM Allan Ciores is bent in his efforts and 


‘event from Anavision Production Management and 
Creative Services and Melody dela Cruz, managing 
director of Yonex Phils Badminton Club. Tourna- 
ment fee is PGOD/player. Last day of registra- 
tion/payment is on Oct. 24. The event will take place 
at Yonex Phils Badminton Club on Nov. 6107. To 
join, visit any Yonex outlets or download registra- 
tions at www.pbnet.net and www blooming 
fields.net. For more details, call wy or Hazel at 0917- 
429-8892: 817-6514; 817-6532 and 728-8871. 


unswerving in his commitment to enable Eurolux to 
reach more and more homes, commercial estab- 
lishments and industrial sites not [ust in Metro 
Manila but in all parts of the country. Just recently, 
Eurolux has launched an aggressive awareness 
‘campaign to further propel the brand and its various 
product lines as a premium household byword that 
satisfies everyone's lighting needs. 
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BUYING ROLEX 


ERNEIL G. DY-LIM, whose picture appears above, and with 
given residence address at #1701-A Landmark Village II, Valle 
Verde 2, Pasig City and office address at Rm. 2904-B, 29th Floor, 
West Tower, Philippine Stock Exchange Centre, Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City, has been issued a WARRANT OF 
ARREST by the Regional Trial Court of Pasig City, Branch 153 
for seven (7) counts of ESTAFA under Criminal Case # 127457 
to 63. Mr. Dy-Lim is currently the President of DTECH 
MANAGEMENT, INC. which has business dealings with the Land 
Transportation Office of the Department of Transportation 
and Communication. 

For any information that can lead to his arrest, please contact 
Phone No. 411-9002 or 415-8789 (office hours). A reward awaits 
any information who will provide reliable information that will lead 
to his arrest. 

Pose 2.2008 


1.9% Easy Caran 7 


Mowee 7572089 | 7284080 C. BENTEZ ISTRY 388313. 


fun 6873372 0917-8102800 


XST. IGNATIUS VIL 
SOR 475 LAAD FA32O anty rm 


or 12M neg 0917-2768257 


Help Agency 52180 + s1250 15% Fast Car Loan 6567685 


CUBAO PISMSYRSTO PAY 
MAIDS YAYA COOK LABA NG Interest Movein 9126976 


15% Fast Car Loan 6580140 
9124706 + 9124701 S= 


135 ok Car 2650705 
Garden His Studio FFn 1.44 == 
(017-41982570817-5987185, 


NEED MAIDS 783-4613 —1STY10050M 102055123 
19% ung Car raaa 
PROVINCIAL ALL AROUND otte 


MAIDS 873-7057 + 8738740 = 


Swing Car reaS 


QUALITY MAIS 219828 GREENHILLS WEST 
FRONTING XAVER HOH SCHOOL 
0919-8883585 721-2166 


IHA Fast Car Loan 12208" 


BEST MAIDS 8250754 25% wo Taking Car 7262780 


ANGEL MAIDS 4213253 CONCRETE 2UNTS APT. BLOG 
SBA | Unt on 486 sm Lot 
Batong, Matna, Davao Cay SM 
Cana Daan Bat 300809 


am oag car TERED St 


Trusted Maia wn 4292490 2 wloTakng Car 7221021 
PASOK L11 BIG Rea. West SA 
Subd, canal, mus 4 BR 
2145 can (09228032085 


‘TRUSTWORTHY, MASIPAG MAD. 
YAYA 7252845 + 72540285 


IWYLAN 


LIPAT BAHAY 


23 woaing Car 87018085 


MAS ozonas 
Yaya sat 


(Calamba Laguna Lot & Ware- 
house w wall quarters water 
pump elect Landon: Cal 
Linda 043-3161910 
Foste-3640008 


+731-6833-LIPAT 


1.6M C5 Nr The Fort 
Sino. or 3a No int. or 
10% DP, LIPAT AGAD 2488 
inin Fr Ma 0917-8313225 


BOO LIPAT 65176206964996 


LL BAHAY 8206784 4540520, 


LBAHAY 7113540 


PIOOOITAIP 742-14-57 


RUSH SALE CONDO 
12250 SALCEDO VILL 
SEM-FURNISH CECILE 
8134454 / 09178946163 


agacent 
(Cae KAT + ces Gas 


FORD Expedition XLT 88 low 
0917-5374140 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 
1598 M. H. del Pilar St. cor. Dr. J. Quintos St., Malate, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 522-00-00: 526-01-00 connecting all departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank ol the Philippines invites interested suppliers who are (a) duly licensed Filipino 
citizens/sole proprietorship; or (b) 60% Filipino owned parinerships/corporations; or (c) two or more 
‘suppliers forming into joint ventures jointly and severally liable: or (d) cooperatives duly registered 
with the CDA; with largest single contract, similar to the items for bid, for the last 2 years, at least 
equal to 50% of the approved budget; and with Net Financial Contracting Capacity (NFCC) at least 
equal to the approved budget, to apply for eligibility and to bid for the following items: 


ITBNo, Item / Description Approved Budget Source of Funds 
2004-207 — 250.000 LANDBANK T-Shit P 15,000,000.00 LBP Funds 


Bidding of the above requirements is scheduled on September 22, 2004 at 1:00 p.m. and the 
Bid Documents may be obtained {rom the Procurement Division of the General Services 
Department, 25th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza, M. H. del Pilar comer Dr. Quintos Sireets, Malate, 
Manila, upon payment of a non-relundable fee of P2,000.00. 

Interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on September 
9, 2004, 10:00 AM at the 25th Floor, Conference Room, LANDBANK Plaza, Malate, Manila. 

All particulars relative to the Oualiication/Eligiilty, Bid Bond, Performance Bond, Pra-bid 
Conference, Bid Evaluation and Award ol Contract shall be governed by the provisions ol RA 9184 
and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 

Only those bidders who comply with the Bank's requirements shall be eligible to participate in 
the bidding. 

LANDBANK reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to declare the bidding a {allure or waive 
any delect or informality and to accept bids as may be considered most advantageous to the Bank. 


COMMITTEE ON BIDS AND AWARDS 


(Pn 268 Sept 2.2008) 
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WTO approves sanctions 
vs US over anti-dumping ' 


BRUSSELS, Belgium—The World 
Trade Organization has authorized 
the European Union and seven other 
leading US trading partners to im- 
pose over $150 million worth of sanc- 
tions against the United States for 
failing to repeal anti-dumping rules 
already deemed illegal by the WTO. 

‘The ruling Tuesday by the Geneva- 
based organization allows the com- 
plainants to fine the United States up 
to 72 percent of money collected 
from foreign exporters under the so- 
called Byrd Amendment. 

‘That legislation, dating from 2000, 
‘empowers Washington to hand over to 
US companies the duties imposed on for- 
‘eign firms judged to be unfairly dumping 
cheap goods on the US market. 

A statement from the eight com- 


plainants estimated that money to- 
taled about $240 million last year. 

“It is clear that the Byrd Amend- 
ment is a WTO-incompatible re- 
sponse to dumping ... and must there- 
fore go," said EU Trade Commissioner 
Pascal Lamy. 

However, the EU and the other 
complainants—Japan, Brazil, Cana- 
da, Chile, India, South Korea and 
Mexico—indicated they would hold 
off from imposing sanctions. 

Instead, they are likely to use the 
threat of retaliation to press the U.S 
Congress for an early repeal of the 
legislation. 

A joint-statement from all eight said 
they could “exercise their retaliatory 
rights, at any time deemed date? 

EU and Japanese officials said they 


hoped quick action by Washington 
would avoid sanctions. 

“Japan strongly hopes the United 
States will repeal the Byrd Amend- 
mentatanearly date,” Japan's econo- 
my, trade and industry minister, 
Shoichi Nakagawa, said in Tokyo. 

Named for its sponsor, West Vir- 
ginia Senator Robert Byrd, the three- 
year-old amendment primarily bene- 
fited American steel manufacturers. 


. Other recipients include makers of 


pasta and candles. 

The WTO had given the United 
States until the end of last year to 
change the law, but although the 
Bush administration recommended 
the amendment should be repealed, 
US Congress has yet to make the 
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QUEEN Hello Kitty doll in a diamond-studded crown and robe holding a scepter decorated 
with a 0.753-carat pink diamond is displayed by salesclerk Chiharu Ono at Tokyo's Mitsukoshi 
Department Store. The 10 million yen (US$9 1,600) platinum made Hello Kitty with a total of 
4.1-carat diamond was made to mark the 30th birthday of the world's renowned kitten, 
celebrated in November. 


IMF to renew 
talks with 
Argentina 


„BUENOS AIRES— Argentina and the IMF 
have agreed to resume talks on a stand-by 
deal once the South American country has re- 

` structured its private debts, IMF managing di- 
rector Rodrigo Rato said Tuesday. 

“President (Nestor Kirchner) and 1 agreed 
to resume discussions at the first possible op- 
portunity, and once we have had a chance to 
assess the outcome of the debt restructuring 
and the continued further work on the struc- 
tural issues outlined in the structural reform 
agenda of Argentina's program,” Rato said in 
astatement. 

“My main goal in coming to Buenos Aires 

«was to offer my support to the president for 
normalizing Argentina's economy and stand- 
ing in the financial markets, with a view to at- 
tracting the new investments necessary for 

„sustaining growth and poverty reduction for 
the benefit ofallits citizens,” Rato added. 
..The International Monetary Fund has yet 
to clear a third payment to Argentina from a 
program, signed in September of last year, 
which restructured 521 billion in debt to mul- 
tilateral lende: 

The internati 
pressing Argentina to show progress in di 
cussions to repay bondholders after a massive 
default in December 2001, now covering 
some $104 billion including interest. 

Bondholders have rejected Argentina's of- 
fer to pay just one-quarter of the bonds’ face 
value. 

Last month, Kirchner said that IMF mis- 
takes, highlighted in an audit by an IMF 
watchdog, had pushed about 15 million peo- 
ple into poverty in Argentina. 

But the IMF's Independent Evaluation Of- 
fice blamed Argentina for failing to avert the 
crisis. It also criticized the IMF for backing 
‘wayward policies right up to the December 
2001 economic collapse. AFP 


Enron assets 
face auction 


HOUSTON—Bankrupt Enron Corp.'s most 
prized remaining assets—its domestic natural 
gas pipelines— will be on the block in a quiet 
auction Wednesday. 

Bids for CrossCountry Energy Corp., which 
holds Enron's whole or part interest in three 
domestic natural gas pipelines, will be consid- 
ered at an auction at the Houston offices of 
Enron's main bankruptcy lawyers, Weil, Got- 
shal & Manges, said Enron spokesperson Jen- 
nifer Lowney. 

When the auction closes, the company will 
choose a winning bid to present to US 
‘Bankruptcy Judge Arthur Gonzalez for ap- 
proval at a Sept. 9 hearing. 

* So far, Enron has publicly acknowledged 
two bidders interested in CrossCountry. 

NuCoastal LLC, a company run by Texas 
billionaire and Coastal Corp. founder Oscar 
Wyatt Jr. offered 52.2 billion in May. 

‘Then in June, a joint venture of Southern 
‘Union Co, and GE Commercial Finance Ener- 
‘gy Financial Services offered $2.3 billion. 
Both offers include $430 million in assumed 
debt. 

"The CrossCountry sale is part of Houston-based 
Enron's plan to emerge from one of the most ex- 
pensive and complicated bankruptcies in history. 

‘The reorganization plan, approved by Gon- 
zalez in July, also assumes Enron will sell 
Portland General Electric, its Pacific North- 
west utility to an investment group backed by |: 
‘Texas Pacific Group for 51.25 billion in cash 
and 51.1 billion in assumed debt, as an- 
nourced last year. 

Ifthose sales close later this year as expect- 
ed, all that will be left of the scandal-ridden 
company that once claimed $100 billion in 
revenues and pioneered trading operations 
beyond energy will be Prisma Energy Interna- 
tional Inc,, a smattering of pipeline and pow- 
er assets in 14 countries. 

The Enron name will disappear. 

Assuming the sales close, Enron will dis- 
tribute a total of about $12 billion to credi- 
tors—92 percent in cash and 8 percent in Pris 
ma stack AP 


Government Warnin 
is dangerous. 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 


maito A PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


BUSINESS 


WASHINGTON—The price of oil slid to- 
ward $42 a barrel Tuesday despite confu- 
sion about the status of Iraqi exports, indi- 
cating that the market has become less 
worried about the global balance of supply 
and demand. 

With the busy summer driving season 
nearing an end, the demand for oil from re- 
fineries is expected to taper off—and that 
contributed to the decline in prices, traders 
said, 

Crude futures have declined by about 14 
percent since Aug. 19, when they settled at 
a record high of $48.70 per barrel on the 
New York Mercantile Exchange. 

On Tuesday, light crude for October delir 
ery fell 16 cents to $42.12 in Nymex trading. 

“Supply fears, in general, are diminish- 
ing,” said James Steel, director of com- 
modities and oil research at Refco, a New 
York-based brokerage. 

‘A few weeks ago, there were concerns that 
output could suffer in Russia and Venezuela. 


Oil slides, supply fears ease 


Now, the likelihood of that happening in 
either of those countries has diminished 
significantly, Steel said. 

Still, the status of Iraq's crucial oil ex- 
ports was mired in confusion Tuesday, with 
government and industry officials giving 
contradictory statements about whether oil 
was flowing or whether there were even oil 
tankers at the port in Faw, Iraq. 

Several analysts said that given the lack of 
clarity, the fact that the market did not rally 
higher augurs even lower oil prices. Supply 
‘uncertainty in Iraq is the kind of information 
traders had cited in recent weeks to explain 
the rapid run-up in oil prices in mid-August. 

The underlying market conditions still 
support higher-than-normal oil prices, 
though, analysts said. 

‘The main problem right now is that there 
is only a thin margin—perhaps one per- 
cent--of spare output capacity, giving extra 
importance to even the slightest threat of a 
supply disruption. AP 


SE Asia ministers meet 
to further cooperation 


JAKARTA, — Indonesia--Economic 
ministers from Southeast Asia will 
push to liberalize trade in 11 key sec- 
tors when they meet Thursday, a eru- 
cial step toward achieving their goal 
of forging a regional economic com- 
munity by 2020, officials said. 

Ministers from the 10-member As- 
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations 
will also discuss forging free trade 
agreements with a number of other 
countries, including China, South Ko- 
rea, the European Union, New 
Zealand and Canada. 

Officials said they hope the talks 
will build on successes at last year's 
Asean summit. 

During the meeting on the Indone- 
sian island of Bali, Asean leaders con- 


ion an Europe-like economic commu- 
nity by 2020 which would permit the 
free flow of investment, trade and la- 
bor in a region that boasts annual 
trade of more than $700 billion. 

Economic ministers are expected 
to take a first step toward that goal 
when their three-day meeting opens 
Thursday in Jakarta, committing to 
liberalize 11 key sectors that include 
agriculture products, automobiles, 
electronics and textiles. 
+ Some of the talks, officials said, 
will focus on convincing member 
countries to reduce remaining tariffs 
and eliminate other non-tariff barri- 
ersthathave hindered the free flow of 
goods. 

“There is a strong push to do this,” 


rectorinthe Departmentof Trade and 
Industry. 

“Weve come to realize the world is 
changing rapidly and a lot of trade op- 
portunities will be missed if we don't be- 
come more integrated,” Kabigting said. 

Ministers are also expected to hold 
a series of meetings with non-Asean 
countries about forging free trade 
agreements, Kabigting said. : 

Discussions with Canada and the 
European Union are just getting off 
the ground, he said, while Asean is 
expected to agree on dates for start- 
ing negotiations with South Korea, 
China and Japan. E 

Beijing and Asean are already com- 
mitted to establishing by 2010 a free- 
trade area that would combine their 


cluded an ambitious accord to fash- said Ramon Vincente Kabigting, a di- 


huge markets. AP 
sr 
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a US consumer 
a T a e. ; a N : a 
Na aa a ea aras = confidence 
a reer down in Aug. 


NEW YORK—Consumers’ renewed worries 
about job prospects prompted a larger- 
than-expected drop in consumer confidence 
in August, a private research group said 
Tuesday. 

The Consumer Confidence Index, which 
had been on the rise since April, dropped 7.5 
points to 98.2 from a revised reading of 105.7 
in July, according to a report from The Con- 
ference Board. 

The reading was much lower than the 

103.5 that analysts had expected, and was 
the lowest since May, when it registered 
93.1. . 
“The slowdown in job growth has curbed 
‘consumers’ confidence,” said Lynn Franco, di- 
rector of The Conference Board's Consumer 
Research Center, ina statement. me 

“The level of consumer optimism has fall- 
en off and caution has returned. Until the 
job market and pace of hiring picks up, this 
cautious attitude will prevail.” 

Economists closely track consumer confi- 
dence because consumer spending accounts 
for two-thirds of all US economic activity. 

‘The worse-than-expected report is unset- 
ting, offering another fresh dose of evidence 
that the economy contiriues to be in a fragile 
state. 

On Monday, the Commerce Department re- 
ported that consumers spent more freely in 
July, raising hopes that June's economic 
pause would only be temporary. 

‘The government also announced, however, 
that consumers’ incomes that month grew 
slower than analysts expected. 

Mark Vitner, an economist at Wachovia Se- 
curities, sees the latest snapshot of consumer 
confidence as only a “bump in the road” and 
expects consumer confidence will rebound in 
September. 

“Consumers still sense that the recovery is 
on track, and they are expressing their con- 
cerns on the lack of job growth,” he added. 

AP 


Nissan targets 
12% of SE Asia 
vehicle mart 


TOKYO—Nissan Motor Co. aims to more 
than double its vehicle sales in Southeast 
Asia to capture 12 percent of the market 
within three years, the company said Tues- 
day. 
Tokyo-based Nissan, Japan's No, 2 au- 
tomaker, hopes to sell 220,000 vehicles in 
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philip- 
pines in 2008, a company spokesperson told 
Dow Jones Newswires 
That would be two and a half times the 
number it sold in those countries in 2003, she 
said. 
The company forecasts that the Southeast 
Asian market will grow by 30 percent to 1.8 
million vehicles by 2008 from its 2003 level, 
shesaid. 
If Nissan meets its target, it would capture 
12 percent of total vehicle sales in those coun- 
: 4 tries. In 2003, Nissan held a 5.5 percent share 
sao Pai ET ö 8 ofthe market, shesaid. 

a A E > Nissan plans to make Thailand a key export 
rs 18 hub. 

In July, Nissan committed 10 billion 
Thai baht ($240 million; euro 199 mil- 
lion) to develop new models and increase 
produetion capacity there, the spokesper- 


. . 
x son said. 
@ Other Japanese automakers have also be- 
. gunto focus on Southeast Asia, 
toyota Motor Corp., Japan's largest at- 


quit 


tomaker, said last week that it has started 
selling a new pickup truck in Thailand 
which it plans to export to Europe, Ocea- 
nia and other Asian countries from 
November. 

‘The company said it was the first step ina 
project to roll out five multipurpose vehicle 
models worldwide. 


ered 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Supreme Court 
Sanila 


REGUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


Tho Goverment o the Philppines has received a loan from the World Bank: 
towards the costo iha Judicial Relorm Suppor Project (JASP) and intends to apply 
a portion of the loan to eligible payments under this Contract. 

‘One of tho initiatives Identifd in the reform program is the Judicial Rotorm 
‘Support Project (JASP), which is being financed by the World Bank (WE). This 


ind closing in December 2009. 

‘The Supreme Court of the Philippines now invites Individual Consultants to 
undertake Consultancy Services for the folowing: 
$ a. Information Systems Specialist 
| Tha Consultant is expected to provide expert's advice tothe Supreme Court on 
Intormation Systems-telated issues, from both a strategic and operational or tactical 
perspective, and in the following areas, among others: 

+ Enterprise-wide Business information Systams 
Business Systems requirements, functionally, and re-engineering 
‘Conceptual designs lor a Business System solution 
Business Systems intagration 
Business Systems architecture 
Short and medium term Business Systems related project plans 
Business Systems implementation approaches 
Evaluation Risks 

+ Data migration conversion. 

.. Tho Consultant should have an extensive expérience and knowledge of 
‘enterprise scale Business Information Systems, covering Financial Managomani, 
‘Accounting, Resource Planning and Judicial Administrative Systems. The 
‘Consultant should display sensitivity to, and cultural understanding of the 
‘nvironment into which the business systems ara to be Introduced. Strong 
ommunications skills supported by a strong ethical basis are essential in 
Understanding this assignment. Experience in similar assignments within the Asla/ 
Pacilc ragion and specifically the Philippines would be an advantage. 

* b. Information & Communication Technology (ICT) Specialist 

‘The Consultantis expected to provide expert's advice to the Supreme Gourt on 
IGT-ralated Issues, trom both a strategic and operational or tactical perspective, 
‘and inthe following areas, among others: 

IT Infrastructure in the SC and the Judiciary 
Proposed ICT related investment plans 

‘Short and medium term ICT related project plans 
LANI WAN / VPN / Web, olc. 

IT infrastructure implementation approaches 
Evaluation of Risk 

Data migration / conversion 

+ Security, Disaster Recovery, Obsolescence Planning 

‘The Consultant should have an extensive experience and knowledge in the 
‘development and implementation of enterprise-scale ICT projects. He/She should 
have extensive knowledge ol tolocommunications and data networks and 
Technologies, server piatlorms and operating systems, enterprise technology 
Infrastructure and architecture. The Consultant should display sensitivity to, and 
‘cultural understanding of ha environment into which the business systems are to 
be introduced. Strong communication skills supported by a strong ethical basis are 
‘essential in understanding this assignment. Experience in similar assignments 
‘within the Asia/Pacific region and specifically the Philippines would be an 
advantaged. 

c. Procurement Specialist 

The Consultant is expected to review the procurement processes established 
by the procuring entities of the Supreme Court and formulate recommendations 
aimed at improving and strengthening the current systems In accordance with the 
national government and foreign financial institutions procurement policies, rules, 
procedures and guidelines. The Consultant is expected to provide technical 
‘expertise and assistance in ail matters of procurement, including the formulation of 
capability building plan forthe target organizations and personne! of the Supreme 
Court to facilitate transfer of knowledge. 

‘The Consultant must be at least a master's degree holder In either Business 
Management, Engineering, Logistics Management or related fields; with at 
even (7) years of experience in tha management ol procurement and logistics 
‘system of local andor foreign assisted projects; adept with Government of the 
Philippines (GOP) issuances and World Bank Policies, Rules, Procedures and 
Guidelines on Procurement: experienced in design, development and 
Implementation of computerized procurement and logistics management 
Information systems; knowledge of records management systems (both automated 
‘and paper ties) to ensure accurate maintenance of fles and ease of retrieval; has 
the Initiative and judgment to resolve a variety of complex procurement problems. 

Interested individuals are required to submit not later than 2:00 P.M. on or 
before 13 September 2004 ona (1) original and four (4) copies of thelr Curriculum 
Vitae (CV) to Justice Presbltoro J. Velasco, Jr., Court Administrator and 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee tor the JÄSP, c/o Engr. Nestor U. 
Venturilo, Head, BAC-JRSP Secretariat, 6th Floor, Centennial Building, Padre 
Faura St, Ermita, Mania, Tel. 1552-9584. 

‘Tho individual Consultant wil be selected in accordance with the procedures 

out in the World Bank's Guidelines on the Selection and Employment of 
Consultants by World Bank Borrowers, January 1997 (revised Septamber 1987, 
January 1999 and May 2002). 

‘The Supreme Court reserves the right io reject any or all offers, waive any delect 
or informality therein and accept the otfer which it deems most advantageous to 
the Cour, 

02 Sept. 2004 
159) JUSTICE PRESBITE 

Court Aamin 
Chalman JASP-Bids and Awards Commitee 


JELASCO, JR. 


Poro 2.2009 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Health 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
CENTRAL OFFICE BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
BLOG. #6, SAN LAZARO COMPOUND, RIZAL AVENUE, STA. CRUZ, 
1003 MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
TEL. NO. (632) 749-0901 LOCAL 1601; Wobsio agross: www.doh.govph 
August 29, 2004 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
1. The Department ot Heaith (DOH) receives financing rom the Commission of 
Information and Communication Technology's e-government fund for iho 
ulamation of he Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD), wherein twenty millon. 
pesos (P20,000,000) has been earmarked as approved budget of contract 
[RBC forthe "Development and implementation of an Automated Solution or 
the BFAD.” 
“Tha DOH horeby invites fims with the expertise and atleast 3 years experience 
in project management, systems engineering, systems improvement and 
information system and web davelopment and Implementation 10 apply for 
slgibiy and for shorlising.ineresieg bxiders may download requirements 
from the DOH wabsie or inspect the bid documents Soptomber 3, 2004, rom 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Furhor information may be obtained trom the Central 
Ollie Bids and Awards Commitee (COBAC) Secretariat namely, Ms. Coney 
LiberanvMs. Dobbie Rabi at 1/F Buiding 6, DOH, San Lazaro Compound, Sta. 
Cruz Manta, Tal No. 743-8301 local 1214 or 1601 respectively or send an e- 
malito eslsran)c0.doh.g0v.ph or facsimile 10 711-6081/711-8273. 
A complete satoi bid documents may be purchased by interested bidders upon 
Submission of a lenar of inent and upon payment o! non-refundable fee ot ive 
thousand pesos (PhPS,000). Deadline forthe submission of eligibiliy & 
shortisting requirements is on September 17, 2004 at 10:00 am. 
Major components of the project includes, system engineering, system and 
Software development ol Na BFAD inlegratedinlormation system and website, 
scanning and Indexing of licensing documents, identication of additional 
hardware and software required, raining and systems implementation and 
A pio-bid conference wil be haid on September 27, 2004 at 2:00 pm at the 
COBAC Conlerenco Room. Oniy shortistod consultan wil be Invited to submit 
“a proposal not later Ihan October 22, 2004. Tho proposal shall be evaluated 
Using a qualty-cost based procedure at 60/40 welghtin favor ot technical. Only 
technical proposal wih 75% rating wil ba finaly considered fr evaluation. Al 
bids must be accompanied by a bid scury valid tor rint (90) days equivaiont 
1o 1% of ine ABC Min tho torm of contig check, cashier's check, manager's 
chock, bank rat canlimod by a reputable local bark or 1.5% I inthe form for 
“bank guarantee confirmed by a raputablo local bank. 
Tho Doparimant of Heath raserves tha ngh! fo accopt or reject any bid and to annut 
iha bidang process andor reject ali bids at ary ime pror to award of contract wihout 
thereby meurnng any habi to tho affected Didar or bidders or any obigaton 10 
Inform the allaeied bidder or bidders of ha grounds to the Dopartmant of Heal 


(590) ALEXANDEI 
Undorsocrotary of Heal 


(PDI- September 2&8, 2008) Chairperson, COBAC 


40 FT. HIGH CUBE CONTAINER 
FOR SALE 

> slightly used / excellent condition “class B" 
18 water proof 
5 ideal for warehouse, office, et 
‘Can be viewed during regular office hours at: 721 Del Mundo Ave., 
Del Mundo Subdivision cor. Llano Road near Caloocan Industrial 
Subdivision at Gen. Luis St., Malinta exit, Caloocan City, Metro 
Manila (near Rebisco Llano Road Factory) 

For Inquiries, calls 

0917-5308945 


—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


WE ARE THE IMPORTERS OF IRON 
METAL SCRAP FROM INDIA. WE 
ARE LOOKING FOI 

1. SUPPLIERS OF IRON METAL SCRAP 
(PREFERENCE FOR THE STOCK 
HOLDERS) 

2. BUYERS FOR MILD STEEL INGOTS 
AND TAR STEELS 

3. CONTAINER FREIGHT. 
FORWARDERS (AGENTSHIP FOR 1 


SOTERA he 


w .. ... CLASSIFIEDS 222... 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 


PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY 
INVITATION TO BID 


‘The PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY (PEA) is inviting interested parties to participate in 
the public bidding for the sale or lease of eleven (11) lots on a serviced land basis, located 
at the Central Business Park 1 A, Bay City (formerly known as Boulevard 2000}, Pasay 
City, for mixed use or commercial development purposes. 


Properties for sale or lease 


INDIA) 
NOW WE ARE IN MANILA, kai 


LOT | AREA'(m?) MODE 


PLEASE CONTACT a 


comer 3,843 SALE 


MR. N. RAJAKUMAR = 


corner 3,462 SALE 


MOBILE NO.: 9214324364 A2 


Interior 2,568 SALE 


EMAIL : umeshtuly&'sanchamet.in A2 


interior 2,611 SALE 


thulam@sancharnet.in A2 


interior 2,573 SALE 


A2 


comer 3,321 SALE 


A3 


corner 2,500 SALE 


AS 


interior 2,222 SALE 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC B4 


portion 5,825 SALE OR LEASE 


In compliance with POEA regulation == 


portion 4,648 SALE OR LEASE 


‘on the renewal of License, we wish to BS 


portion 18,348 SALE OR LEASE 


announce that the following employees 
are no longer connected with 
Magsaysay Maritime Corporation - 
Crew Manning Operations as of Sala: 
August 31, 2004: 

Jose Eduardo Santiago S. Hilado 

Celso A. Bechayda 

Kyra Pamela C. Bontia 

Ruz C. Florida 

Luisito P. Flores 

Melchor M. Pensotes 
(Poison 2,2000) 


Qualified bidders 


Lease: 


"Subject to final survey 


Any Filipino citizen, of legal age; any government owned or controlled 
corporations and any government financial institution or any public corporation, 
which have complied with the requirements established by PEA for this bidding, 
Any Filipino citizen, of legal age: any partnership, association or corporation, 
public or private of which at least 60% of the capital stock or of any interest in 
said capital stock belongs wholly to citizens of the Philippines and which is 
organized and constituted under the laws of the Philippines. 


Interested qualified parties may obtain the Terms of Reference and Bid Documents 


upon payment of a non-refundable fee of FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P5,000.00) in 
cash or Manager's/Cashier's Check starting 12 August until 20 September 2004 from 


9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Marketing Department, 7th Floor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo 
de Roxas, Makati MM. 


Looking fora 
LOCAL DOG FOOD MANUFACTURER 

* With nationally-accredited 
production facilities 

+ To partner for volume orders for 
local consumption and export 

Please call: 
0917-5308945 


(direct lines). 


“@FransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
AD NO. MMD-TRANSCO 2004-063 


PD Ret. No.: PB040115-8L0007 (PB2) 
1. The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, BIDS AND AWARDS 
COMMITTEE (TRANSCO - BAC) - HEAD OFFICE, Invites local bidders! 
Contractors 19 apply for eligibility who are: 
Duly licensed Filipino chizens/sole proprietorships: or 
Partnerships duly organized under the laws of fhe Philippines and of which 
Teast sixty percent (60%) of the interest belongs 10 cizons of the 

Phlippinos: or 
Corporations duly organized under the laws of the Philppines, and oi 
which at ast shay percent (60%) ofthe outstanding capital Stock belongs 
to ciizens o! ho Phiippines; or 
Manufacturers, suppliers andor distributors forming themselves intoa joint 
venture, Le, group of two (2) or mora manulactuers, suppliers andor 
istbutora that intend to be andy and several responsible or kaba fora 
particular contract: Provided, however, That Filipino ownership or inlaraat 
Olin joint ventura concerned shal be at least sity percent (804): or 

e. Cooperatives duly rgisiarod wih the Cooperativas Development Authority 
(CDA) 

2. Procurement ot: 


Schedule | Dore 


Gy approved Budgetter 
the Contract to bo Bid 
NETERSEAL ores p 37500000 
METERBOK 0PCS P 46000000. 
METERTEST S0POS. P 4050000 


TOTAL P 170000000 


3. The contract to ba performed by tha successful bidder shall be specified in 
the Technical Quotation Form of the Bid Documents that wil be Issued. 

“The Approved Budget forthe Contract (ABC) to be Bid is P1,230,000.0010 bo 
sourced rom the internal Gash Generation of TransCo. 

4. Tho Bid Documents wil be valli for issuance staring August 26, 2004 to 
September 21, 2004 at iho BAC Secretariat Offce, National Transmission 
Corporation, Maonais Managemeri Divsion (MMD), Ground Foor, TranaCo Main 
Biag. Power Centar, Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road, Dilman, Quezon City 
upon payment of nor-rlundabl loo ot Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) per st. 

5. Pro-Bid Conterance wll ba hali on September 10, 2004, 10:00 A.M, at n 
Admin Conference Room, Ground Floor, TransCo, Main Building, Power 
Canter, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Road, Diliman, Quezon Cy. 

6. Doadina for submission, receipt and opening of bids shall bo on or balore 
10:00 AM of September 2, 2004 al ha Admin Conference room. GIF TransCo 
Main Buliing, Power Center, Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road, Dilman, 
Quezon City li the data tais on a non-working day or declared non-working 
day. the deadline for submission shail be moved io the next working day 
iminedately folowing sald date. Late submission and/or incomplete appication 
shall not be accepted. 

7. Al particulars relative to the eligibility, bidding. evaluation of bids and award ot 
Contract shali be governed by the Implementing Rules and Reguiations-A of 
RA. 9104. 

8, Transco reserves the right to reject any Application for Elly or aii bids 
without olaring any reasons, waive any requred lormatty therein, and 1o make 
an award fo the bidder whose proposal is most advantageous lo the 
government. 

9. Additonal information shall ba furnished upon request. Al communications 
‘should be addressed 1o the undersigned atthe alorementioned address. 


(59) ANTONIO G. LABAYANI 
Chairman, Bids and Award Commtteo 
(P01. August 20 & September 2, 2004) 


PHOS 
PNOC EXPLORATION CORPORATION 
Bldg, I, Energy Center, Merit Road 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. Moro Manta, Phiippinos 
Tol. 840 1625 or 893-6001 Loc. 1120 
Fax No. (632) 840 1619 
E-mail addrosses: osanjose@pnoc-oc.com.ph or purch@ pnoc-ec.com.ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PNOC Exploration Corporation (PNOC EC) inves inarosted suppliers to apply for 
Biginy andi, subsequently found all, to suomi sealed bis 10r Iho suppiy and 
Salvery of 
ONE (1) UNIT FOUR (4) DOOR SEDAN 
PR NO, CM 245 604 

Bid Documanis shail be avarabl or ssuanco saring August 27, 2004 tom PNOC EC 
Purchasing Section elo Mr. Wilredo C. Zamora/Ma, Er sulo upon 
paymantola non-rotundania fee amount to thea hundre 
For purposes ot arian, a pro-bidding contronce wil te conductad on September 
10,2:00 p.m, Manila imo, i Bldg. Conference Room o Iho abovostalud agross. 

acne or he submission o! al Egoy Requremonts wi bo on September 17, 2004, 
Monday, up to 4:00 PA at PNOC EC Purchasing Section, Building 1 o! io above 
agarose. Only supptera who aro proquaitod wil bo alowod 10 subra nor bid 
Sonlod tochncal and tnancia bias in two (2) sos shall bo1ocoivad by the PNOC EC 
Purchasing ne ter thon September 24, 2004,2:00 p.m., Manila timo. nt 1na above salad 
adros. Lalo bda shal not bo ccopioo Pute opening 2 ino tocha and nancial ids 
hal (low Inoroatior. Oniy Io Ba o Ino technical complying ads sha bo cpanad 
The approved budget for tho prec, which shall be sourced rom Company hunds, ts PHP 
160,000.00 Dslvery ot ina vehicl to PNOC EC, Biag. 1, Energy Center, Merrit Road, 
Fori Bonitacio, Taguig, Metro Manlia shal bo on or bolero Octabar 8, 2004 
PNOC EC rasorvos ho right to rajact any or all bids, to wale any formality har, or 10 
‘crop! such bids or 1o award 1o any bidder whoso be is eoneldarod iha lowest calculalod 
"asponarva bid. 
This pubcabon is also posted in our wobsilo at www.pnoc-e 
vobsta at www.procuremeniservicos net 


m.ph and in tho DBM 


(Sod) ERNESTO S. SAN JOSE 


(PDI-Beplembor2:2004) Bios and Awards Corton 


Required pra-qualification documents and duly accomplished Bid Documents prescribed 
in the Terms of Reference shall be submitted lo the PEA Real Estates Bid and Awards 
Committee (PREBAC) on 22 September 2004 on or before 
bids shall follow at 1:30 PM, of the same day. 


For further information, inquiries may be made to the Marketing Department in the 
above address at telephone number 817-4711 to 13 (trunk line) and 813-7103 to 7104 


10 PM. Public opening of 


(Sgd.) TEODORICO C. TAGUINOD 
General Manager/CEO 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Dep Complex, Mero Avene. Pag Ciy. Plipinos 


Tela 691.060 
kanin 

ru Kie 63113. 1 2240007 
Ext Ai mitis 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PSD 04-08-23 


The Department of Education through the Bids and Awards 
Committee is inviting suppliers to apply for eligibility and to bid for 
the Supply and Delivery of 3,500 boxes of Tabulating Stock Forms, 
5 ply, size - 11" x 14 7/8", graylines with both sides portoration, 70 
gsm for the 1st sheet and 56 gsm for the 2nd to Sih sheets. The 
approved budget for the supply and delivery shall be P2,362,500.00. 


Tanggapan ng Pangalawang Kalihim 
Offic of the Undersecretary 


All interested suppliers may avail of the bidding documents upon 
submission of a Letter of Intent and upon payment of a non- 
refundable fee of Three Hundred Pesos (P300.00) starting August 
26- September 10, 2004 at the BAC Secretariat Office, Rm. 112-A, 
Mabini Bldg., DepEd Complex, Pasig City or visit the DepEd Website 
at hilp/wwwdeped.gov.ph. 


A pre-bid conference will be held on September 2, 2004, 

:00 p.m. at Bulwagan ng Karunungan, Rizal Bldg. 1, DepEd 
Complex, Pasig City. The deadline for the submission and opening 
of bids shall be on September 14, 2004 at the same time and place 
mentioned above. 


DepEd-BAC reserves the right to reject any or all bids to waive 
deficiencies embodied therein without assuming any obligation 
whatsoever to offset expenses or losses the bidder may incur in the 
preparation of the bids. DepEd-BAC further reserves the right to 
declare a failure of bid, or not award the contract, and makes no 
assurance that a contract shall be entered into as a result of this 
Invitation. 


(Sgd.) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary 


Chairman, DepEd-BAC 
(Porno. 268 Sept. 22000) 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPI 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Dept Come, Merten Aven. ang Cay. Paine 

Teltan: 491000 

Deet Lae 6383-32 

ALAL eal 2312007 
vate 


DepED 


Tanggapan ng Pangalawang Kalihim 
Office of the Undersecretary 
Nine ha iwan ace 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Deparment of Education through the Bids and Awards Committee is 
Inviting all security printers to apply for eighty and to bid tor the allowing 
packages: 


Package 
1 


Description 

Pring, Packaging and 
Labeling of PEPT Test Booklets 

* Delivery of Test Booklets. 
‘Answer Sheets and Non- 
Classified Materials 

Retrieval ol Test Booklots 
and Answor Sheets 

2 | Printing and Delivery of Non- 

Classified Materials 

All interested printors may avali of the bidding documents upon 
‘submission of a Letter of Intent and upon payment ofa non-relundable feo ot 
Three Hundred Pesos (P300.00) staring August 26 ~ September 10, 2004 
at the BAC Secretariat Office, Rm. 112-A, Mabini Bldg... DepEd Complex, 
Pasig City or visit the DepEd Website at hlio./wmw.depaclgovoh, 

A pre-bid conference will bo hold on September 2, 2004, 10:00 AM at 
Bulwagan ng Karunungan, Rizal Bldg. 1, DepEd Complex, Pasig City. The 
deadline for tho submission and opening of bids shall be on September 14, 
2004 at the sama tima and place mentioned above. 


DopEd-BAC reserves the right to roject any oral bids to waive deficiencies 
‘embodied therein without assuming any obligation whatsoever to offset 
‘expenses or losses the bidder may Incurin the proparation of the bids. DepEd- 
BAC lunhar raserves tha right 10 declara a failure of bid, or not award the 
‘contract, and makes no assurance that a contract shall bo entered into as a 
result of this invitation. 


‘Approved Budget 


 3,000,000.00 


P 100,000.00 


(E961) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary 


BANG Gama amg Chairman, DopEd-BAC 


POEA 24-HR HOTLINES 722-1144 + 722-1155 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ` 


AA a Samer = AORN Si 


OBITUARIES 


W - 


THURSDAY, 
morial Park 


SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 


Memorial Park 
Mortuary 
Viewing Chapels 
Crematory 


Bayani so. Pot Bone 
"Typo Maro an 


Paka 
Pn Hit CR lis usa Ci 
Plaridel, BULACAN Liloan, CEBU - Ma-a, DAVAO, 
Ligeia ET, 


May you forever be happy and at peace 
wherever God is, wherever life's meaning is known, 
wherever death's pain is healed. 


DR. RICARDO FLORENDO EBASTIAN * 


Peacefully joined his Creator on Friday, August 27, 2004 
in Daly City, California at the age of 89. 


An Toying Memory of 
KRISTINA AMELIA P. RODIL 


“April 20, 1973 — September 2, 2003 


On her First Death Anniversary, we wish to honor BUNNY through 
‘offerings of the Holy Mass at the following: 
Atenco de Dayao University Chapel, Davao City 
Holy Rosary Parish, Cotabato City .. f 
Archbishop Mongeau Center, Cotabato City 
OMI Provincial House, Cotabato City... 
Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church, Siasi Sulu . 


His loving wife Concepcion “Conchita” Dalupan Sebastian; children Raul & | 
| HSBC Tower The Enterprise Centre, Makat. 


Marleene Tolentino, Cynthia, Carol Ann and Francesco Goretti, Christine & Barry 
Kirby, Carmela and Noel Manahan, Ramon, Cathy & Javi Oledan, Cecile & Wade 
Nobuhara, Corinna & Kit Albert and Rocky; 16 grandchildren; sister Yolanda 
Nepomuceno: sister-in-law Cornelia Sebastian and other relatives request the pious reader 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


«5:00pm 
6:00am 
6:15am 

-.5:00 pm 
-5:00pm 
26:00 pm 

76:00pm 

8:00am 

Holy Hills Shrine, Hubertus, Wisconsin .. 18:00am 


o pt S K 
constant reminder that 1 am one of God's special creations. 1 am deeply 
“appreciative of this opportunity and Iwill li 

Jaith and love.” And so she did, maki 

it a better person. 


Sacred Heart, Ybardolaza, Quezon City. 
St. Brendan Church, Los Angeles CA 


A funeral Mass will be held on Saturday, September 4 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Catholic Church in Daly City, CA. 


my tife with strength, courage, 
orid a better place and leaving 


Bunny is an angel in the face of a family, a friend and a well-meaning 
stranger...tielessly looking after everyone she loved and perpetually 
reaching out to those she deemed less-fortunate. [tis no wonder then that 
‘she was given the greater honor of watching over us from a better place with 

= a better view, beside her Maker. 

ONTHESIXTH DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF 


AET ZARAGOZA LIM 
Mareh 11, 1937- September 3,1998 
‘Tony's widow. Mariquita Bautista-Lim: children 
Tom Loule, Missy and Jason Brodowski, and Deb; 
Rranddaughters Skye and Riley; sister Eva Lim 
langa and her lami, Marquis siblings Mely, 
Dodie and Warren Willi, Laly, Ted and Nina andi 
Manolo Quiray, and their families request relatives, 
friends and the kind reader to attend Mass or say a 
prayer for the eternal repose of Tony's soul- 


SCHEDULE OF MASSES ON FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2004 


We wish to thank all our relatives and friends, here and abroad, whose 

prayers and sympathies eased the pain and the sadness of our loss. Her 
the hearts of those whose lives she 
her spirit echoes still. 


MESSAGE OF THANKS 
We, the family of the late 


DR. LEOPOLDO A. UICHANCO, JR. 
(May 30, 1927 — July 25, 2004) 


would like to express our deep gratitude to our relatives and friends 
who offered prayers, masses, messages of sympathy, sent flowers, 
mass cards or donations, spent their precious time with us, attended 
the funeral rites and expressed in many other ways their love, 


“4 wait the time when we can soar together again...until then, 
live your life to the fullest. And when you need me, just whisper 
‘my name in your heart... willbe there.” 


MAMA ISABEL, ATE GLENDA, 
nephews ANJO, LORENZO & ENRICO 


‘ur Lady of Lourdes Chueh —— 


St Timothy's Church 
Carta gr 

St Jerome Emilian Church. 
“abang Town Conte Miss O 


concern and support during our time of bereavement. 
Please continue to remember him through your prayers. 


Manto Prtesiena School haps. 
"octal Cover Kan Giy 
‘St Benedict Clog Chapel. 
atang s.r iy 
Tranigraon of Our Lori Church 
| — yon Oseronci 


OLORES ‘Loling’ ROSALES 
vda. de CRISOLOGO 


of Bucay, Abra 
November 25, 1911 — August 31, 2004 


Survived by her children: Gly and Rudy Castillo; Thelma and 
Francis Marcos; Mellie; Dante and Nenita Crisologo: 
grandchildren Roni; Jing & Fred: Butch & Jason: Charisse & 
Andrew: Karen & Percy: Kathlene & Ogie: Kharess: Kristine; 
Gerald & Anna: Amiel & Ira and great grandchildren. 


jies in state at Loyola Memorial Chapel, Guadalupe, 
Makati City with Mass at 10:00 a.m. before the 12:00 noon 
cremation on Friday, September 3,2004. 


For the needs of your departed Loved Qnes, the following establishments can help yo | 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
12G. Araneta Avene, Quazon Cily: Tais. 715-1025: 715-1031; 715-1027 
"ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 
C. Raymundo St. cor. Mercedes Ave., San Miguel Ava. Pasig City 
Tais 747-8599: 747-8609 > Toloax 641-1760 
AUREA QUIOGUE FUNERAL HOMES 
243 A.B. Fernandez Avo.. Dagupan Ciy, Pangasinan 
Tu. (0728 522-3451; 522-2128: (0917) 434-9976 
‘CAPITOL MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 

1505 G. Araneta Ava., Quezon Ciy, Tat. 732.0309: 732-1085 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 

Cobu Branch: A-S. Fonuna Sirot, Banda, Mandave Ciy, Cobu: 

Tels. 348-2543; 346-2601 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 

Nivoi Hils, Lahup, Cebu Cay: Tels. 291-0721; 231-3182 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 

Camus Ext. cor. 3. Abad Santos, Davao Cy: Tels (062) 227-1201; 227-1258 
DAYAO FUNERAL HOME 
#2 Bayani St, Galas, Quezon Ciy: 

Tels 740-2583; 781-3705: 781-3888; 413-9400: 7155504 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
142 Upper Kalakan, Olongapo City 
Tala (047) 222-3805: (07) 811-1066; (47) 222-4512: (047) 224-2014 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS. 

Pasay Road, Makati City; Tol 894-5092 to 34 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Joso Abad Santos Ave. cor. Dinalupihan SL. Manugui. Manta 
Tols. 712-5102: 741.5125; 741-5133: Fax No. 711-3084 
DYNASTY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
965 Dol Mont Ava. Frisco, Quezon Cty; Tels. 416-3231; 4162373 
ERIC SANTIAGO MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
26 Bayarbayan Avo.. Concopcion |, Marina Ciy: Tels. 942-8044; 475-1177 
FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
210 Gon. Luna St, Concopcion, Malabon, Matro Manda; 

“Tela 2612068: 2813034: 2010522 
F. SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
9V. Gomez & 13 V. Gomer St, San Rogue, Mankina City; Tels. 846-1725 oF 48-1730 

za: Tia, 649-5945; 942-4480 


Santo Enllarro cor P. Burgos St., Lourdes Sur, Angelas Ciy 
Tois (045) 888-2959 (045) 322-5247 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 
No. 67 Pasig Boulevard Extension. Pasig City; Tois. 641-7909; 641-1735 
M. Aimada St.. Pateros. Matro Manta: Tois 642-2010: 633-3802 


FUNERARIA TUASON 
Pobtaclon, San Miguel, Bulacan 3011: Tais. (044) 784-0281; 678-0206: (0917) 895-0603 
FUNERARIA SAMSON 
145 Bayan Luma, imus, Cave. Tais (046) 471-3975: 471-2875 
‘GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 
Calsadong Bago, Pataros, Metro Manta: Tois. 642-8181 10 82 
HERITAGE PARK 
Bayani Road, Fort Bonitacio, Tagug. Metro Mara 

a. (DL) 845-2341 1042; (TL) 045-2394 1038100. NONIZ 
MOLY GARDENS MEMORIAL PARK 
Third Lovo, Unishoppe Complex, Quezon Avo.. Angono, Rizal 
“ols 651-1711: 681-0797 
HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Dt. A. Santos Avo., Sucat Ra, Sucat, Paranaque Ciy; Tots. 625-1298; 825-1291, 
"ottan 625-1314 
LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
#27 Crisologo St, Vigan, locos Sur. Tal 722-2730: Cal (0917) 5680138; (0917) 5680145 
Manila #23 Pato St. Project 2. Quozon Ciny: Tol. 434-3250 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
1501 C.M. Recto Avo. cor. T. Mapua. Mania: Tals. 711-6931 to 35: 7392-4795; 792-2827 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
143 G. Aranota Ava. cor. Katraya St, Quozon Cily 
Tala 749-3806 0 11: 712-3001: 743-8802 or 08 


ne Learly Beloved lammy 


Anicia (Necie) Garcia Canseco 


Peacefully joined our Lord on August 28, 2004 

in Buffalo, New York, at the age of 71. 
Her loving husband Adring: children Ronnie & Lucy, Bobby & 
Cecille: Ben & Judy: Bessie & Dave; Ato & Loudette and Bep & 
Jinky: grandchildren, brothers, sisters, in-laws and relatives 
reguest the reader to join them in praying for her eternal 
happinessin heaven. 
Her remains will lie in state at the Sta. Rita Parish, Philam 
Quezon City on Saturday, the 4th of September. 
Interment will be on Tuesday the 7th of September at the 
Himlayang Pilipino after the 9 AM Mass of the Resurrection. 

"Even though I walkin the dark valley I ear no evil; 
Jor you are at my side 


With your rad and your staf that give me courage." Psalm 23:4 


) ZENAIDABRAGANZA ARENAS 


Has joined her husband Atty. Napoleon A. Arenas, Sr. 
and peacefully rests in the eternal presence of our Lord 
on August 29, 2004 at the age of 73. 


Her loving children: 
Engr. Alfred B. Arenas and wife Chona Lualhati-Arenas. 
Grandchildren: Aviel Claude, Georgia Ann 
and Alfred Gerald. 


Atty. Napoleon B. Arenas Jr. and wife Geraldine Layug- 
Arenas. Grandchildren: Justine Marie and Christine Marie. 


Dr. Alexis Mary Arenas-Chuson and husband Narciso C. 
Chuson, Jr. Grandchildren: Adam Clarence, Adam Chino 
and Zerinea Clare. 


| i Her remains lie in state at their residence 
located at Corner Burgos-Bonifacio Sts, Dagupan City. 


9 Interment will be on September 5, 2004 at the Eternal Garden 
Memorial Park, Dagupan City immediately following the 
10:00 a.m. Mass at the Eternal Garden's Chapel. 


SIS 88S SS BES 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, SUCAT, INC. 
DLA. Santos Ave., Sucat, Paranaaun: Tis 820-1532; 825-9947; 825-8635 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

79 Nagullan Rd. Bago Cay: Tei (074) 443-3337; (074) 442:3117 
LA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 
Girona St, imus, Cavte: Tals. (046) 471-3306, (046) 471-4417; (048) 571-1978 
LIGRON HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC. 

Bugtong Road, Legaspi Cay, Teis. (052) 820-0188. 0317-2074152 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL SERVICES, INC. 

Ground Foor, JEMP Big... Cabarrus cor Monserrat Sis, Phase L 
BF Gormorcai Conter. Prahsauo. Metro Wania 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA cor Bomarano SI. Guasalupe, Makat CAY: Teis. 895-1011 1019 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS & CREMATORY SERVICES 
Loys Mamonai Park A Bonitace Avenue, Tahong. Marina Cay 
Tals. 941-3198 to 98: 941-3676. Toleta 941-3577 
MALASED FUNERAL SERVICE 
3A Coronado St, Guadatupe Viajo, Makas CR 
Tal 8908918 
MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Marcos Hiway. Annpoio. Aizat, Teis 645-1855 
MARCELO FUNERAL HOMES 
Tos 283-1619 273-8822 
MT. SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Aretano St, Dagupan City: Teis (075) 515-8860, 522-8783; (0917) 520-5001 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
284 G. Araneta Avenua. Quezon Cay, 

Tols. 713.5231 10 38: 714-0867; 714-0868 
“OLONGAPO MEMORIAL PARK 
Dei Rosano St, Tabacuran, Sta Fit, Olongapo 
Tai No (047) 2231692 


“To 826-1370: 826-9082: (0915) 712-1220 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 
Fortes Pask Marani Cay. Toi. Nos. 043-8038130. Fax No. 843-3223 
“SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
East Grentass, Mandaluyong Cay. Telotax 7244139: 725-2044 
“SANTUARIO GARDEN & CHAPELS 
“Taisay Roag, Balanga Ci. Bataan 
Toi (047) 2370043 + 7911706 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 

Viago. Makan Cay: Tels. 852-8728, 852-7284 
ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
16:15 G. Tuazon cor Loro Si Sampaloc, Mansa: Tai. 749-3679; 781-1772 
ST. PETER FUNERAL HOMES 
296 Quezon Ave . Quozon CAY. Tels. 372-5084: 410228687 
UNIVERSAL FUNERAL SERVICE & MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
2028 Real Ave.. Sia Cruz, Manda: Teis 493-4450; 492-4540 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
tts NGI Morgo 517-A Amatz St, Pasay CNY: 
“ols 031-3797 844-7846. 843-1801: 045-4830 
WELINGTON FUNERAL SERVICES 
1511 Gan. Luna St, Paco. Mansa: Tol 302-5447 
ZUASOLA FUNERAL HOMES 
Bigy Del Romeo, San Patio Cay, Laguna 
Teis. (049 962-1868, 000.2914 Cot No. (0917) S016963 


LET 


i Augusto Lim Ramos 


Aru sty | 


Retired Employee - Bank of the Philippine Islands 


Peacefully joined the Lord on 30 August 2004 
at the age of 76. 
His bereaved wife Ma. Paz (Pacita) Villa; children Lito 
and Norma, Cecil: grandchildren Justin, James, John 
Paul, and Ann Jenneth; Rey and other relatives request 
"your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
12G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. Interment will be 
announced later. 


Please omit flowers. 


|” to be presem win [Pan 
the Lord” 2 corinthians 5:8 


Raoa 3 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always caring... INQUIRER OBITUARIES 
OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
© Any identification document (L.D.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

REQUIEMS 
FREE OBIT DESIGN 
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First Pacific expanding 
telecom business in Asia 


FIRST Pacific Co. Ltd. is expand- 
ing its telecom business in the re- 
gion through ongoing efforts of 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. to tap the more than 8 
million Filipinos working over- 
seasas primary market. 

First Pacific managing director 
and PLDT chair Manuel Pangili- 
nan said his group was now look- 
ing at three ways to expand the 
telecom business in the region. 
PLDT is 24 percent owned by 
First Pacific. 

“One is to invest in a telecom 
company by putting in equity. An- 
other strategy is to do it the way we 
did in Hong Kong where we tied up 
with another carrier to bring the 
wireless services of a subsidiary. 
Another option is to simply focus 
on retail by selling prepaid cards,” 
said Pangilinan in a recent talk 
‘with reporters in Hong Kong. 

Pangilinan said the 8 million 
Filipinos working overseas could 
be a big market for the integrated 


services of the PLDT group's fixed- 
line and international gateway, 
wireless and data operations. 

“We hope to capture the majority 
of the business from the 8 million 
Filipinos overseas. We started with 
Hong Kong and we will be bringing 
the same products to other areas 
where there are Filipino communi- 
ties, said the PLOT chair 

‘Among the markets being consid- 
ered, according to Al Panlilio, presi- 
dent of PLDT Global, are the United 
States, Middle East and Europe. 

PLDT Global launched 1528 
Smart last Sunday in Hong Kong 
Panlilio said this would allow Fil- 
ipinos in Hong Kong to send text 
messages to their families and 
friends in the Philippines for only 
50 HK cents per message, instead 
0f80 HK cents to HKSI. 

Of the 180,000 Filipinos work- 
ing in Hong Kong, 12,000 have 
already bought Smart SIM to gain 
access to the services of Smart 
Communications Inc. 


PLDT tied up with Hong Kong 
carrier CSL for the 1528 Smart 
product. 

The 8 million Filipinos abroad 
send close to $8 billion in remit- 
tances to the Philippines yearly. 
Pangilinan said Smart Padala 
would like to have a big chunk of 
this remittance business. 

“We have given a mandate to 
negotiate with the carriers of oth- 
er countries for a similar arrange- 
ment. The first thing to do is to 
find out if the regulation permits 
it,” said Pangilinan. 

He said a similar arrangement 
could be allowed in Singapore 
and Italy. 

“It doesn't make sense any- 
more to invest equity in a market 
like Hong Kong, where there are 
already too many established 
players in such a small market. 1 
think PLDT's strategy makes 
sense,” said the PLDT chair. 

But in other areas where First 
Pacific could expand, Pangilinan 


said putting in equity was still an 
option. He said any investment in 
a regional telecom company may 
involve PLDT. 

He earlier said making additional 
equity investments in PLDT is one 
of several alternatives in growing 
First Pacific's business in the region. 

First Pacific acquired its stake 
in PLDT in 1998 through a con- 
troversial buy-in. PLDT share- 
holders include NTT of Japan 
that has about 15 percent. 

First Pacific had been holding 
exploratory talks with acquisition 
targets in the region. In April, 
Pangilinan went to Bangkok to 
look into the potential of TA Or- 
ange, Thailand's third largest cel- 
lular phone company. 

During the first quarter, he 
talked about plans to buy into Ex- 
colcomindo Pratama, Indonesia's 
third-largest mobile operator. 
Telekomindo Primabhakti, which 
owns 60 percent of the company, 
reportedly wants to exit. 
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THE EUROPEAN Chamber of 
Commerce of the Philippines 
said it was exploring the possi- 
bility of making the country a 
prime health care destination 
intheworld. 

At the same time, Trade Sec- 
retary Cesar V Purisima said a 
foreign investor was planning 
to put upa $100-million facility 
that would cater to the health 
care needs of tourists. 

Last May, he said Sanyo Emer- 
itus Corp. of Japan was looking 
at the possibility of putting up a 
retirement village in Tagaytay 
City for Japanese citizens. 

Yesterday, ECCPS executive 
vice president said rising costs, 
overburdened public health care 
systems and an aging population 
in developed countries had cre- 
ated a need to outsource health 
careto developing countries 

Henry Schumacher said 
health care costs in developing 
countries were just a fraction 
of what were being charged in 
developed countries. He said 
that the quality of medical care 


RP seen as potential 
health care hub 


resources in developing coun- 
tries were rising to meet global 
standards. 

“Thailand, Malaysia and 
Singapore currently lead in 
this field," Schumacher said. 
“In 2003 alone, these countries 
attracted more than 600,000 
patients and generated some 
$500 million in revenue.” 

Hesaid the potential market 
for the Philippines included 
Filipino immigrants and over- 
seas workers, and patients 
from the United States, Cana- 
da, Europe and Japan, as well 
as those from China, the Mid- 
dle East, Korea and Taiwan. 

However, Schumacher said 
the country must first address 
its image problems on health 
and hygiene, as well as the 
peaceand order situation. 

“(There is also) a need to ac- 
credit Philippine hospitals with 
public health care systems in 
the US, Europe and Japan, and 
with private sector health in- 
surance providers.” Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


RP construction, furniture firms seek bigger market in ME 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL furniture makers and con- 
struction firms are setting their 
sights on a bigger piece of the 
Middle Eastern market by joining 
this year's Index, the biggest in- 
dustry event in Asia. 

Held yearly at the Dubai Inter- 
national Exhibition Center, the 
14th Index Exhibition is expected 
to host 26,000 trade visitors from 
about 50 countries worldwide. 


The Center for International 
Trade Expositions and Missions 
reported that eight local compa- 
nies engaged in furniture and 
home accessories manufacturing 
and three firms engaged in build- 
ing materials production would 
be exhibiting their wares in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
‘Trade Undersecretary Thomas 
G. Aquino said in a statement: “We 
are excited to position our export- 
quality products and service in 


time for the large-scale infrastruc- 
ture and construction develop- 
ment happening in that region.” 
Dubai's construction sector has 
shown rapid growth in the last three 
years, with 1,142 projects complet- 
edin the first half of 2002 alone. 
Major projects including an ex- 
tension of the Dubai airport and 
various tourist facilities have been 
lined up in the coastal city, which 
is touted as a strategic gateway to 
amarket ofa billion people. 


Do something better than ju: 


‘Trade Secretary Cesar V. Purisi- 
ma had called on industry players 
to work on becoming a dominant 
player in the world market 
through continued innovation 
and competitive pricin, 
Government data show that fur- 
niture’ exports continue to show 
promising growth. Last year’s fur- 
niture exports amounted to $278 
million. The country's biggest ex- 
port markets for furniture are the 
United States, Japan, France, the 


st own it. 


Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, United 
Kingdom and Australia. 

The construction industry's ex- 
port business reached $184.7 
million in 2003, up by 2.8 percent 
from $179.6 million in 2002. 

According to the DTI, last 
years construction export re- 
ceipts surpassed the agency's tar- 
get of $178 million. 

Purisima had said that while local 
furniture makers were recognized 
for their craftsmanship and design, 


Pag 


the industry was facing stiff compe- 
tition from neighboring countries 
like China, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Taiwan. 
“Although our industry has 
made tremendous progress over 
the years, this is not enough be- 
cause we hardly made a dent on 
the world market,” the official said. 
The DTI cited world industry 
figures showing that Philippine ex- 
ports accounted for only 0.2 per- 
cent of world furniture demand. 


Own the dealership. 
Ford Group Philippines is looking for dealers to sell globally-awarded and head-turning Mazda 
vehicles. If interested, please send a letter of intent to the Market Representation Group, Mazda 


Philippines at fax number (63-49) 5415070 with your intended level of investment on or before 
September 20, 2004. First time inquiries only. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 


E-mail: pr. motoring@inquirer.com. 


= Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 
nquirer mtr name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Sma 


By Tessa R. Salazar in 60 countries throughout Europe, Central 
d 'aribbean, Asia and 


OING “green” is fashion- Mic 'tjust a pretty color, 
able these days—even for N, 


ey—money that 
car manufacturer: a 
or Gi 


g 
t schemes—the Ford 
s = ny Conservation and Environmental 
involving Grants—offers $1,000,000 spread out over 
120,000 people and organizations 
s AUTOMAKER C2 


Maybe not, but ou 
are definitely bet 


KIA MOTORS 


Bosch h Spark Plugs 


Innovative technologies to meet | 
and exceed every engine requirement. 


Better Bosch. 
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Text by Tessa R. Salazar 
Photos by Alex P. Loinaz 


T'S small. It’s a hatchback. But this little Johnny 
[i jazz. Pardon the pun, but take serious note: 

this devil of a hatchback would rather go solo than 
play jazz. duet with a more popular hatchback. For this 
dude, its better to be an unknown and spring a sur- 
prise or two than be a superstar with the weight of the 
world’s expectations cramped up your tight little rear 
(of the hatchback, that is). 


HIP in candy-colored 
brilliant green. But if that's 
too strong, choose from 
galaxy white, sports blue, 
active red and dove silver. 


that could spring a surprise 


So, enough'of the intro, set the sax aside, 
and welcome the clean-cut design of a Giogi 
etto Guigiaro original direct from Korea. 


Tiny, candy-colored car 

Meet the Chevy Aveo, a tiny, candy-colored 
car—well, brilliant green was our designated 
unit--and another pesky addition to our al- 
ready clogged, flooded highways...Not! 

The 2004 five-door Aveo 1.5LT hatch packs 
punch with its 1.5-liter double overhead cam 
inline engine and a fantastic automatic trans- 
mission. This, no doubt, proved a beautiful 
power combination and sprang a surprise even 

to powerful sedans on the highways. Com- 
bine responsiveness with compactness, 
and sustain that with power, and 

~ you get effortless overtaking. 
The transmission 
proved seamless, much 
like shifting in a 
CVT. There is 
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‘THE DASH is gorgeous. Though a chore to 
dean, the effect is good; and gone is the glare. 


power on demand, yet the surging is minimal, 
and engine noise becomes bothersome only 
after 5,000 rpm. Yep, these Koreans have 
done their homework, and maybe have done 
even better than their teachers (we dare say 
“Japanese” with bated breath). 

For a 1500 hatchback, sometimes we think 
it drives even better than the Vios or the City. 
While the Jazz's engine displacement of 
1339cc, the Aveo has, indeed, the edge in 
power. 

The power-to-weight ratio is average (with 
a weight of 995kg), a maximum speed of 170 
kph, and goes from 0 to 100 kph in just 11.9 
seconds (manufacturer's measurement). 


Fit for hard driving 

Its suspension—particularly the gas shock 
absorber—is fit for hard driving. Specifically, 
its shocks in front are McPherson Struts, coil 
spring, stabilizer bar and gas shock absorbers, 
while the rear has torsion beam axle with gas 

shock absorbers. 
The dashboard is gorgeous, and doesn't 
take our eyes away from the road. And who 
else thought of adding an MP3 player in 
their audio'arsenal? 
The side-view mirror controls are 
., t00 practical, though. The one on 
the right is controlled electri- 
cally, but on the drivers side 
it’s back to manual stick 
control. 

The tray in front of the 
back passenger is a 
thoughtful addition, but if 
forgotten to fold out when 

unused can injure the pas- 
senger in a vehicular acci- 
dent. 


Comfortable ride 
‘The ride, particularly at the back, is com- 


fortable, as the seats here are elevated. It has 
high hip point seats for easy entry and exit, a 
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IT'S magic! Small car, big trunk. 


feature that also-reduces fatigue and im- 
proves all-around visibility. The trunk is fan- 
tastically large (198 liters, and with rear seat 
folded 1,189 liters)—looking small on the 
outside but big on the inside. The trunk opens 
high enough so that even six-footers won't 
bump their heads while getting their stuff at 
the back. 

The Aveo measures 3,880 mm in length, 
1,670 mm in width and 1,495 mm in height, 
and has a wheelbase of 2,480 mm with a min- 
imum turning radius of 498 m. The 
wheel/tires measure 185/60R14. Compare 
these dimensions to Honda Jazz's overall 
length of 3,830 mm, overall width of 1,695 
mm; overall height of 1,525 mm; wheelbase 
of2,450mm, 

“There's just one thing, though. The honk is 
like a squeak of a trike. Not much of a growl 
froma little devil. 

Verdict: The car is a real surprise. The Aveo 
is a “sleeper” of a car in performance. It was 
built well, but of course, before it was built, it 
was designed well. The result: a beautiful 
ride. Too bad we couldn't bring our extended 
families along for the drive. For P545,000 
(manual transmission) and P599,000 (auto- 
matic transmission), though, we wouldnt 
mind leaving them behind. They can have the 
vanall they want. 


THIS little devil sings solo anda cappella. 


IT is called "the powerful new Honda 
Civic." 

Truly itis. 

You want power in a sedan that is a 
“mere” 2.0, you have it with the new Honda 
Civic. 

1 have always believed that since it 
crashed into the car scene some quarter ofa 
century ago, Honda has not stopped amaz- 
ing the motoring industry. 

Billed as “the sedan that continues to set 
the pace of progress and grow in longtime 
global popularity,” the new Honda Civic 2.0 i- 
VTEC has trespassed the boundaries of what a 
« real car in its class is: superpowerful and yet 

supereconomical in its fuel consumption. 1 
have yet to find a sedan like this whose power 
is such that you ask yourself afterward: Is this 
all that this car has consumed from its tank af- 
ter] have literally abused its engine power? 
When Tintin Reyes sent me a text mes- 
sage that read like this: “Will a 2.0 like the 
Honda Civic suit you fine?" 1 said to myself; 
“Wow! What's that supposed to mean?” 
This sedan is advanced in almost every 
way. Its intelligent DOHC VTEC 2.0-liter en- 
gine with an effortless SAT shifting unites 
revolutionary Honda VTEC and VIC innova- 
tions. It has a three-pronged feature that 
makes you want to drive it all day long: exu- 
berant power, high fuel economy and low 
emissions. This 2.0-liter Civic features a 155 
ps @ 6,500 rpm and an 18.0 kgm @ 5,000 
rpm. And its 5-speed automatic gear shifting 
with an active lockup makes for freedom 
from driving stress. It is so effortlessly man- 
ageable you wouldn't want someone to drive 
it for you, even if its Michael Schumacher 
himself offering the driving chores for you. 
And consider its interior: Sporty black 
décor, a black leather-bound steering wheel, 
metallic mesh center panel and meter panel 
with red illumination give the cockpit a 
stylist look. And yes, Honda has reinforced 
its safety features to stringent global stan- 
dards. This 2.0-liter Civic now has the G- 
Force Control technology that helps absorb 
collision impact, providing a hard shell of 
“survival zone" shielding. This is, of course, 
in addition to two steel beams in each door, 


A surprise from Honda; Isuzu charity 
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plus dual SRS airbags alongside seatbelts to 
provide supplementary head and torso pro- 
tection in the event of a strong frontal colli- 
sion. A three-year, 100,000-km warranty 
awaits every buyer, too. 

Yes, TinTin, please tell Arnel Doria and 
Min Magbag they've just collaborated in giv- 
ing the car world another ride worth the car 
buff's while. 

Alleluia! 

Why the government continues to al- 
low the auction of imported secondhand 
vehicles in Subic remains a puzzle to ve- 
hicle manufacturers in the country, in- 
cluding the major players. 

Well, there's a law that allows it, ifnota 
presidential fiat. 

But then, do you know that the automo- 
tive industry, particularly its main lifeline 
such as the acknowledged leaders of car- 
makers, suffers big losses arising from it? 
Can't we find a remedial law: to finally 
curb this malady afflicting the automotive 
business? 

As you know, with some 50,000 vehi- 
cles sold in Subic annually, tons of money 
in uncollected taxes are lost to the detri- 
ment of the government. 

And yes, do you know that for those 
50,000 or so vehicles sold in Subic, thou- 
sandsofjobs are also lost? 

Tm sure the government knows this. 
Why it continues to ignore this malady is 
aquestion not hard to answer. 

Again, can't GMA stepin and finally put 
an end to this parody? And I thought she 
was looking for remedies to lick her self- 


proclaimed fiscal crisis? 


Just recently, Isuzu has done some busi- 
ness that earned no money but instead, a 


ton of social consciousness and civic charity. 

By observing its 7th year in the country, 
Isuzu donated two classroom buildings to 
the Bifian National High School in Laguna. 

‘What a gesture, indeed. 

Said Isuzu president Yoshifumi Komura 
during the program: "Today's young genera- 
tion is our future's treasure and hope. We 
see the importance and value of an educa- 
tion that will help our country grow and 
produce citizens who will contribute to the 
success of our nation.” 

‘Actually, this marked only the second year 
that Isuzu has come up with a socio-civic activi- 
ty that directly benefited the citizenry of Lagu- 
na. Last year, the Laguna Lake Development 
‘Authority (LLDA) was the recipient of 10,000 
tilapia fingerlings from Isuzu. Also, Isuzu do- 
nated a garbage wap located at Barangays 
Macabling and Tagapo in Sta. Rosa as one of 
the tributary rivers of the Laguna Lake. 

Komura was assisted in this year's turnover 
ceremonies by IPC's executive vice president 
Kazuhiko Sho, with Labor Secretary Patricia 
Sto. Tomas, Binan Mayor Hermis Perez and 
Laguna school official Lilia Reyes. 

After the program, Isuzu goodies and pre- 
cious gifts were distributed by IPC vice presi- 
dent Arthur Balmadrid and marketing com- 
munications head Myrna Gonzales to Bifian 
students. ° 


CONDOLENCES. My condolences go to 
the loved ones of Bobby Olaya of Calauag, 
Quezon, who passed away on Aug. 27. His 
remains will be interred today (Sept. 2) in 
Calauag. Bobby, a much-respected school 
supervisor, was a dear friend of mine who 
holds the rare distinction of having fa- 
thered two sons as Roman Catholic 
priests. I saw Bobby last in June, when he 
and his wife, Trudis, hosted dinner for 
Danteand Ching Fernandez, Ate Luisa, Ate 
Coring, Sol Juvida and me at their resi- 
dence in Calauag. You will be missed, Bob- 
by. May God have mercy on your soul. 


QUOTE ME. When driving, don't smoke, 
even if you're alone in the car. Like “texting,” 
smoking can also distract your concentration. 


Automaker gives RP “green signal snc 


50 participating countries. 


Financial support 

Filipinos involved in a local project to pro- 
tect the natural environment or to preserve the 
country’s cultural heritage stand to get finan- 
cial support. Ford Group Philippines is scout- 
ing for individuals or organizations focused on 
such projects “in a noteworthy manner.” 

Concerned organizations, take note: ifyour 
project/s fall under the categories Natural En- 
vironment, Heritage, Conservation Engineer- 
ing, Child and Youth Projects, then grab an 
entry form at any Ford Motor Co. dealership. 

‘The funding has no deadline, Last year, the 
five projects that received almost P2 million 


were an advocacy for the conservation and 
management of che Ligawasan Marsh 
(Maguindanaoan Development Foundation 
Inc.): a project mobilizing children for earth- 
friendly parenting (Children for Breastfeed- 
ing); another project championing coral reef 
preservation and propagation (Institute of 
Social Order); the establishment of a scientif- 
ic garden in the La Mesa Biodiversity and Na- 
ture Park (Bantay Kalikasan): and an environ- 
ment education training and national confer- 
ence (Center for Environmental Awareness 
and Education). 

Some P10 million in grant money have 
been awarded to 31 local projects in the span 
of five years since the program was intro- 


duced in the country. 


Fifth year 

“This year, Ford Motor is observing the start 
of the fifth year of the Ford Conservation and 
Environment Grants in Southeast Asia. It was 
first introduced in Thailand, Vietnam, the 
Philippines and Malaysia in 2000. It expand- 
ed to include Indonesia and Cambodia in 
2002. It has awarded more than 51.12 million 
to some 235 projects for the protection of the 
environment, conservation of nonrenewable 
resources, and the preservation of valuable 
aspects of national or traditional culture and 
heritage within local communities in the 
Asean. 


Castrol Ambi Pur team 


scores in Beijing AF3 race 


CASTROL AMBI PUR Team God- 
dard drivers Mark Goddard of the 
UK and China's Mars Hsieh, spon- 
sored by Castrol, Ambi Pur Car, 
Speedzone, Supercar Club of Hong 
Kong, advanced in the champi- 
onship standings of the Asian For- 
mula 3 Series after delivering a win 
and solid podium finishes in 
Rounds 5 and 6 of the series, which 
were held last weekend at the Gold- 
enport Circuit in Beijing, China. 

‘The 2002 AF3 champion God- 
dard finished third in Round 5 be- 
hind race winner John O'Hara of 
Ireland and second placer Aus- 
tralian Christian Jones to herald 
his return to the podium after a 
disastrous outing three months 
ago in Subic Bay where car prob- 
lems robbed him of certain points. 


First place 

In Round 6, Goddard finished 
second on the road but was 
awarded first place following a 
first lap prang between Jones, the 
series leader, and the hard driv- 
ing O'Hara which put the Aus- 
tralian out of the race. The Irish- 
man managed to continue with 
Goddard giving chase. 

‘The Manila-based Englishman, 
however, could not pull up close 
enough to pass as O'Hara's car 
was spewing oil, which obscured 
Goddard's vision. “Oil was all over 
the car and on my visor. 1 tried to 
pull off my tear-off but it was 
stuck. I had to drive off the racing 
line several times which cost me 
time,” Goddard recounted. 

O'Hara went on to take the 
checkered flag but was meted out 


a 1-minute penalty that dropped 
him down to sixth in the results 
and gave Goddard his first AF3 
victory since last year's race at the 
Bira Circuit in Thailand. “That's 
not the way to win but I take it as 
a sign that our luck is changing at 
last," said Goddard after the race, 
He is now third in the drivers 
championship behind Jones and 
O'Hara 


Finishing second 

Hsieh, meanwhile, driving in 
his first-ever F3 race and sitting in 
for Filipino Tyson Sy, who com- 
peted in the Formula BMW race, 
finished second in the Promo- 
tions class for pre-1998 F3 cars 
and a first in the newly organized 
China Driver Class in Round Five. 

In Round 6, Hsieh finished 
third overall, first in Promotions 
and first in the China Drivers 
class but was disqualified by race 
officials following a bizarre in 
dent involving Filipinos Enzo Pas- 
tor and Roland Hermoso. 

During the race, Pastor spun 
and stopped in the middle of the 
track as Hermoso and Hsieh ar- 
rived at the scene at full speed. 
Seeing Pastor reversing back onto 
the track, Hermoso spun to avoid 
hitting him and was struck from 
behind by Hsieh, Pastor restarted 
without any problems, Hermoso 
retired on the spot, while Hsieh 
was pushed by marshals to the 
side of the road where he was able 
to restart on his own—an act 
which officials ruled as outside as- 
sistance. An appeal was lodged 
but was subsequently rejected. 


Mitsubishi awards Adventure GLX, 
Hong Kong trips to promo winners 


MITSUBISHI Motors Philippines 
recently awarded to Efren Di- 
mailig, the grand prize winner of 
the Mitsubishi Lancer and Adven- 
ture Launch Overdrive promo, a 
brand-new 2004 Adventure GLX 
Gas model. 

Dimailig, a resident of Lipa 
City, Batangas, was truly grateful 
when he was informed by SFM 
Sales Corp., Mitsubishi Motors 
Philippines’ dealer at Lipa City, 
that he won the grand prize. He 
bought a 2004 Adventure Grand- 
sport diesel model and opted for 
another Adventure as his prize 
since he said his family will bene- 
fit more than getting a passenger 
car. 


Other winnners 
Meanwhile, Ma. Lordeliza 
Mandapat and Eleonor T. Vase, 


both residents of Pangasinan, 
won a trip to Hong Kong for three 


days and two nights. Mandapat 
bought an Adventure GLX diesel 
while Eleanor Vase bought an Ad- 
venture Grandsport diesel at Mo- 
torplaza Inc., which is MMPC's 
dealer at the north. 

Minor prizes such as Rudy Pro- 
ject belt bags, Nintendo game 
boys, Microsoft X-box game con- 
soles, Casio Digital Camera, Ap- 
ple I-pods, Nokia mobile phones, 
and Shinco Portable DVD players 
were awarded separately by the 
respective dealers. The official 
list of winners will be advertised 
soon by MMPC. 

In addition to the raffle promo, 
Mitsubishi Motors Philippines 
awarded the Lancer Art Car Con- 
test winners. There were at least 
31 finalists from the numerous 
entries which were received na- 
tionwide, From this contest, two 
sets of top three winners from the 
two age groups were decided, 
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stuff. And when you back up the 
S40, your rear view is blocked by 
the tall middle headrest of the 
rearseat. 


‘THE 2004 VOLVO 540 is an upstart 
challenging market leaders in the 
compact executive car class. Of- 
fered as Volvo's small, entry-level, 
lowest-priced (P1,895,000) car, it 
nevertheless packs all the core 
strengths of larger, costlier Volvo 
models and may thus lure buyers 
from the compact exec market. 

All-new from the ground up, 
the '04 $40 showcases the el 
gance, driving pleasure, comfort, 
safety and state-of-the-art tech- 
nology that Volvo is famous for. 
Its compact but sleek, flowing 
lines, V-shaped hood, rakishly an- 
gled windshields, broad shoul- 
ders and sculpted rear section 
project an athletic yet refined im- 
age, somewhat like the Audi A4, 
but still definitely a Volvo. 


ers full concentration. 
Summing up, the S40 may 
cost about P200,000 more 
than other five-seater fam- 
ily sedans, but its sporty 
elegance, high-quality 
cabin kit, solid build, j 
proven 5-cylinder en- 4 
gine (also used in the 
$60 and $80), advanced 8 
technology and array of) 
safety features combined 
with its superb handling 2 
and quiet and comfy ride 
justify the higher price tag. 


Volvo’s 


Aces 

But when it comes to safety 
features, the $40 aces. In terms of 
frontal collision protection, the 
S40 with its new, patented front 
structure, engine bay packaging, 
combination of four different 
grades of steel and reengineered 
collapsible steering column puts 
it on a par with the $80, one of 
the safest cars in the world. In- 
side, the $40 has the same high 
standard of safety as larger Vélvo 
models with dual front airbags, 
inflatable curtains, SIPS (side im- 
pact protection system), SIPS 
airbags, 3-point pretensioner 
seatbelts for all five seats, WHIPS 
(whiplash protection system), 
anti-submarining design on all 
seat and remote central locking 
with alarm system and engine im- 
mobilizer. The brakes on the 16- 
inch alloy wheels have 4-channel 
ABS with EBD and EBA (Emer- 
gency Brake Assist) and STC (sta- 
bility traction control) anti-spin 
system is standard equipment. 
Idis (intelligent driver informa- 
tion system), influenced by fight- 
er aircraft technology, delays less 
important information in traffic 
situations that require the driv- 
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S60 and S80 with less wind noise 
and road rumble even when you 
floor the gas pedal. 


Center stack 

Inside, the S40's most attractive 
feature is a slim aluminum center 
stack that flows gracefully from the 
instrument panel into the gear shift 
housing, a minimalistic but elegant 
Scandinavian design that creates 
an ambience of space and airiness 
in the compact car's cabin. The top 
half of the center stack is where 
you operate the audio (tuner with 
in-dash CD and six speakers) sys- 
tem although there are also remote 
control buttons on the steering 
wheel for the audio. The lower half 
has the dual-zone electronic eli- 
mate control switchgear. A rubber- 
matted storage compartment for 
small items is hidden behind the 
center stack but is not that easy to 
reach from either side. 

By scrolling the tip of the turn 
indicator stalk on the left of the 
steering column, you can activate 
the trip computer and read your 
average speed, your current and 
average fuel consumption and 
how many kilometers to go be- 
fore the fuel tank empties. The 
drivers seat is power-adjustable 
with memory and the 3-spoke 
leather steering wheel can be ad- 
justed, too. The front seats are 
very comfortable with adeguate 
shoulder and thigh support and 
the rear seat backrest splits 60/40 
to enlarge cargo space. The front 
passenger seat's backrest can be 
folded flat to carry long cargo. 

‘The S40 is 48 mm shorter than 
its predecessor, but it is 54 mm 


best friend. 
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VOLVO S40's torquey 
transverse-mounted 2.4-liter 
DOHC 5-cylinder engine. 


Torquey 
. Its transverse-mounted, natu- 
rally aspirated 2.4-liter, 5 cylin- 
ders-in-line, DOHC engine mated 
to a 5-speed Geartronic transmis- 
sion develops 170 bhp at 6,000 
rpm and 230 Nm at 2,200-4,400 
rpm max torque, which with vari- 
able inlet valve timing translates 
into swift acceleration and high 
torque from low engine revs Vol- 
vo claims that the 2.4 S40 sprints 
from zero to 100 km/hr in 8.9 
seconds and has a top speed of 
215 km/hr. On the Skyway, it 
reached a respectable 180 km/h. 
A wider, longer chassis, inde- 
pendent suspension all around 
with spring struts up front and a 
multilink system at the rear plus 


BRAKES © OIL CHANGE 
SUSPENSION. 


TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
A fool and his money are a girl's 


(E-mail comments to asevil- 


housing blends Volvo styling with the latest 
contemporary Scandinavian minimalism. 


AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS 


IF IT'S ROUND AND MADE OF RUBBER, 
WE ARE CLEARLY THE LEADER! 
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WINDSHIELD 


DEFINITELY A 
VOLVO: the S40's egg 
crate grill, V-shaped 
hood and projector- 
type headlights 
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wider and thus roomier inside 
with nvo inches added to the rear 
seat legroom. Although there are 
enough cupholders (two up front 
and two in the rear armrest) and 
the center fliptop box berween 
the front seats can accommodate 
adozen CDs, the door pockets are 
rather narrow and hemmed in by 
big loudspeakers. Aside from the 
storage compartment behind the 
center stack, the S40 does nor 
have cubbyholes for your small 


stabilizer bars front and rear 
combine with a 68 percent im- 
provement in torsional rigidity to 
provide solid straight-line stabili- 
ty at highway speeds and impres- 
sive grip with minimal body roll 
on the twisties. Although the S40 
is categorized as a small car, its 
ride quality, handling and com- 
fort approach that of the bigger 
Volvos, making it eminently eligi- 
ble for long-distance motoring. In 
fact, it runs more quietly than the 
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on purchase of 4-tires. 


so advanced, you can P 
absolute limits. 


Yokohama 
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Control. Comfort. Confidence. 
No other tire is engineered quite like the C.drive by Yokohama. Made of a revolutionary 
rubber compound that flexes to adapt lo small imperfections of he road surface, giving 
You superior grip. ts eye-catching tread pattern not only improves handling on wet and 
dry roods, it also reduces uneven wear ond road noise. So you get a soft and quiet ride, — - 
surefooted performance, and the confidence to face whatever jouriiyiliesiahead. "211 s3. 
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For every purchase of any 
2 C.drive Tires, get a FREE 
Golf Umbrella with Wind Breaker 
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Isuzu showcases new generation bus 


Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


TONE point in our commut- 
ing lives, we must have been 
tired of riding noisy, smelly, 
smoke-belching and sometimes: 
sluggish buses. 
But we have no choice for they dominate 
our roads and highways while the better—but 
very few—ones ply the provincial roads. 
Last week, Isuzu Philippines Corp. gave us 
a reason to hope. Its “Truck Attack” exhibit at 
the World Trade Center in Pasay City, show- 
cased truck products that would answer every "THE VERSATILE 
Filipino business’ logistical requirement. 
From next generation buses to the flexible. pe turner 
ight- is- fs presence in trucks and buses cate- 
heavy-duty and light-duty trucks, IPC dis- aimorranymake, fre suzus presence i trucks and buses cate, 
played for three days a total of 27 bus and gories, n ina o ned 
truck models plus product displays from busi- global distinction in terms of technology an 
ness partners Almazora, Ample Air, Carryboy, product development” announced IPG vice 
Centro, Denso, Multi-Lift, Philippine Alu- president for marketing and sales Ken 
minum Wheels Inc., Pinnacle, Pioneer, 3M ‘Takashima during the formal opening program. 
and Trans Orient. Isuzu, which produced 86,354 trucks last 


Reinforcing Isuzu's presence 


Käry Series con “We believe that the time is ripe for us to rein- 


ISUZU'S version of the G-liner bus makes for an elegant transportation 


= 1] year, became the world's largest truck maker 
for the first time in six years, up from third 
placein 2002. 

“Isuzu's reinstatement at the top position 
after six years since 1997 could probably be 
attributed to the company's relentiess effort 
to make sure that our products are dirable, 
fuel-efficient, environment-friendly and at 
the same time powerful, flexible and easy to 
maintain,” said Isuzu Motors Ltd. (Japan) ex- 
ecutive officer Ryozo Tsukioka who attended 
the exhibit's opening. 


Bus models introduced 

For the first time, Isuzu introduced its IV 
and LT bus models as its answer to the coun- 
try's need for a world-class mode of mass 
transportation. 

“This is IPC's way of contributing to the 
safety and comfort of the riding public, and 
more especially, to the environment,” said IPC 
vice president for fleet sales, parts and ser- 
vices Arthur Balmadrid. 

Apart from being esthetically pleasing, 
both bus models are equipped with timing in- 
jection rate control system (TICS), which as- 
sures high-pressure fuel injection and im- 
proved torque in the low-speed range as well 
as a finer spray of fuel that mixes more easily 
with air (resulting in the powerful, fuel-effi- 
cient, low-emission engine). 

What's more, both bus models are compli- 
antto Euro 2 emissions standards. 

The Isuzu LV model is powered bya 9.8-liter 
6SD1 turbo-charged (with intercooler) diesel 
engine that generates as much as 324.4 PS of 
power and maximum torque of 120 kg-m. 

The LT model, on the other hand, is pow- 
ered by a 7.1-liter 6HE1 tubo-charged (with 
inter-cooler) diesel engine that delivers 233.2 
PS of power and maximum torque of 68 kg-m. 


Other trucks presented 

Apart from the bus models, the World 
‘Trade exhibit also featured other Isuzu truck 
models. 

The Isuzu passenger van (IPV) is an ideal 

'urpose vehicle for budding en- 
trepreneurs and big companies alike, for both 
passengers and cargo. 

“Using the reliable and sturdy Isuzu Fuego 
platform, the IPV can be configured to suit 
any needs," informed Balmadrid. 

“Another truck model displayed at the "Truck 
Attack” was the Isuzu's N-series light-duty 
trucks, the No. 1 light-duty truck in the world. 


Euro | compliant 

Nicknamed the Isuzu Elf, the N-series is 
known for its rugged reliability, elegant 
styling and what's more it's Euro 1 emission 
standard compliant. 

Balmadrid said the N-series’ wide range of 
body applications include a walk-thru van, a 
mini fire truck, reefer van, garbage arm-roll 
vehicle, a passenger van and a 4x4 model. 

‘The medium- to heavy-duty Isuzu F-series 
(or the Isuzu Forward) was the most versatile 
and ultimate workhorse among the Isuzu 
Truck Attack displays. 

i Offering durability, power and low-emis- 
20% Downpayment Actual Cash Out | Based on 50% D/P at 60 months | for dowasayment as fow as sion performance, the Fseries is a perfect 
partner for hauling and other construction-re- 

Nissan Frontier III 4x2 M/T (STD) 2.75 147.800 00 107,800.00 7,927.00 2 8 lated businesses. 

issan Frontier IN 4x i Said Balmadrid: “Through the "Truck Attack; 
Nissan Frontier III 4x2 MIT (Elite) 27€ — 865.000] 173,000.00 433,000.00 9,441.00 2 NGI kaan 
Nissan Fronter II 4x2 A/T (Elite) 32AT 960000] — 19200000 152,000.00 10,582.00 a defined how trucks should be— powerful, reli- 

able, durable and easy to maintain. What's 
Nissan Patrol 4x4 A/T Gas 485,000.00 405,000.00 27,231.00 3 ak Han E AA evo 
Nissan Patrol 4x4 A/T Diesel 467,000.00 387,000.00 26,150.00 5| ment these trucks are now powered with supe- 


issan Patrol 4x4 M/T Diesel rior performance diesel engines with excellent 
Nasan Parol rt MA peso — 368,000.00 = 5 Fuel economy rating and low emissions." 
Nissan Urvan Escapade 198,000.00 158,000.00 10,943.00 


san Unvan ShulleX 1000000 | 150,000.00 70,462.00 Isuzu signs MOA 
with AAP 


@ BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK ISUZU Philippines Corp. (IPC) recently 


signed a memorandum of agreement 


* Based on actual cash out of 20% low downpayment. Promo period: Aug. 20 to Sept. 18, 2004 only. with Automobile Association Philippines 


at the Isuzu offices in Laguna. 

Pe OTENGR Perm No AZI, bros c 204 Buyers of new Isuzu vehicles such as the 
Crosswind, Fuego, D-Max and Trooper from 
Sept. 1 onward willbe given free AAP associ- 


ate membership, which entitles the customer 

NISSAN | 2223822: 
dudes 24-hour towing service, roadside 

breakdown assistance, flat battery and home 
= spear en: muasa merat otte yan emt “PIO ARIMA ANA RNID I SIAN IN EAT papaka start service, lockout assistance and provi- 
STOA R ag = Pok ieee Sion of enough fuel to reach the next service 
TANIPATIG DEALER, METRO WALA CORE AUTOMOIWE RERDUREES ING 2 o eo. a a Gan Station in case the customer runs out of fuel. 
Cee nn ree ME LENY NEA DE Recaps ALEX Bt Ns IA USA | te Lan nah sean NORTE EDSA A AG GG a 
ssrot ro bership to AAP personal membership 
through participating Isuzu dealerships to 


Ne GT: SSA BACOLOD karen $e Saem avail of the full range of services the AAP 
HA NSGAN CAGAYAN DE ORO DISTRIBUTORS, ME. Capen Ora iy ee OBEZA) FIESTA TISA (os 22 offers. 


to bank approval. 
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MONDAY ARTS & BO 


MEDITERRANEAN Salad consists of grilled veggies, 
such as zucchini, broccoli, eggplant, tomatoes and 


asparagus in olive oil and lemon vinaigrette. 


‘Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Roger Carpio 


ITH more and more peo- 
ple swearing by the effec- 
tiveness of the South 


Beach Diet, the newest weight-loss 
craze to hit the town, one restau- 
rant is helping would-be converts 
get into the bandwagon, as well as 
making it easy for believers to stick 
to the food regimen. 

Le Soufflé in Ortigas Center launched re- 
cently its special South Beach Diet (SBD) 
menu, which is carefully created and pre- 
pared by its owner-chef Jessie Sincioco and 
Florabel Co, executive chef of Top of the Citi, 
Le Souffle’s sister company. 

Le Souffle's SBD menu features dishes that 
strictly follow the guidelines set by renowned 
‘American cardiologist Dr. Arthur Agatston, 
who developed the food program in his book. 

“We know how popular this diet is these 
days," says Sincioco. “We... read the book and 
found it (the diet) sensible and doable, so we 
decided to come up with a specialized menu 
for those who (might) have a hard time fol- 
lowing the recipes in the book. Its like we're. 
doing all the work for them.” 

In principle, SBD is a healthy, easy and ef- 
fective but natural and tasteful way to lose 
‘weight. It is based on the premise that simple 
carbohydrates are killers and, for good 
health, one has to control his/her blood sugar 
level. 

Like Dr Agatston, Le Soufflé (tels. 
6361613, 6361614 and 6348945) believes 
one doesn't have to give up delicious meals to 
lose weight. Case in point is Co, who has suc- 
ceeded in losing weight after following the 
SBD for three months while still managing to 
whip up tasty dishes. 


Living proof 

Co first read the SBD book in May. Having 
been on the chubby side since she was young, 
she has tried all sorts of diets, including 
Atkins, Fit for Life, and Scarsdale. “But there 
was no consistency (in the results). | lost 
some and gained some,” she admits, 

And then came SBD. “I find SBD very logi- 
cal,” says the 31-year-old Co. “It simply relies 
on eating the right carbohydrates and fats. 
When you eat bad carbs and fats, it makes you 
hungrier, making you eat more, which even- 
tually causes weight gain. SBD totally made 
sense to me.” 

Co carefully studied the SBD menu and be- 
gan cooking her own SBD meals. To date, she 
has lost about 22 pounds and continues to lose 
weight, Her waistline is down from 35 to 29. “1 
feel lighter and better than ever,” she swears. 

‘As she slowly, but steadily, won her battle 
with the bulge, people began asking about 
her diet menu and, eventually, request her to 
cook for them. 


GRILLED Prawns with Herbs and Steamed 
Broccoli Flowers 


GRILLED Beef Tenderloin "A la Pobre” 


. p 


So Co started cooking and preparing SBD 
dishes. 

“I researched and experimented following 
the guidelines, came up with my own menu 
because some ingredients in the SBD book are 
not readily available, such as low-fat ricotta, 
Kenya beans, French beans, Canadian bacon 
and fat-free yogurt,” she says. 


Adapted to Filipino taste 

As many people know by now, SBD works 
in phases. The strictest phase in the diet and 
lasting for two weeks, Phase 1 is supposed to 
help you overcome your cravings for sugar, 
bread, rice and potatoes. Dieters could expect 
to lose from 8-13 pounds. The diet, says the 
book, helps trim the belly area first. 

In Phase 2, some of the “banned” foods are 
slowly re-introduced, but weight loss contin- 
ues. Phase 3 is for maintenance and should be 
followed for life. 

“Not all recipes in the book will appeal to 
the taste of Filipinos. So, from the list of ingre- 
dientsin the book, I came up with a menu that 
can be enjoyed by Filipinos,” Co says. 

“When I saw Florabel starting to lose 
weight after following the diet, I was con- 
vinced this program would also work for oth- 
er people," says Sincioco. 


Special program 

Sincioco and Co currently offer a two-week 
SBD program that covers Phase 1 and pro- 

ides food for 14 days. 

Le Souffle prepares a whole set of take-out 
meals (from breakfast to dinner) and two 
snacks for a whole day, which SBD program 
members can pick up at 9 every morning. The 
food is freshly cooked every day and packed 
in microwavable containers. 

Sincioco has also included SBD set lunches 
and dinners for dine-in guests at Le Soufflé. 

‘A sample whole-day set for both dinein and 
take-out consists of Tuna Salad Nicoisse for break- 
fast, Vegetable Frittata for moming snack, Bangus 
Belly Roll with steamed lowland vegetables (okra, 
sitaw, talong, spinach) for lunch, Vegetable Quiche 
(afternoon snack) and Roast Turkey Breast with 
South Beach mashed potato and sautéed vegeta- 
bles for dinner. Dessert choices include sugar-free 
gelatin or all-egg white meringue. 

The food package for an entire day costs 
P1,000. 

“Wich this kind of program, we also try to 
spare you from going to market, cleaning and 
cooking your food. We try to make it conve- 
nient to everyone,” says Sincioco. 

Le Soulflé and Top of the Citi expect to 
eventually. offer Phase 2 meals “until you 
reach yourdesired weight," says Sinci 

“Ifyou read the book... (what it) is teaching 
ús is how to eat right. What is important, 
whether yoti lose weight or not, is you are eat- 
ing healthy” says Co. 

After Co hunched the SBD program in ear- 
ly August, about 30-40 percent of the Top of 
the Citi (te) 7505810) patrons signed in. A 
veritable cate indeed of how to lose weight 
and influence people. 
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GAINING IN LOSING. Florabel Co (left), Top 
of the Citi's executive chef, says she lost 22 
pounds with the South Beach Diet and 
gained anumber of SBD meal subscribers 
and diners at (right) Jessie Sincioco's Le 
Soufile Bistro in Ortigas. 


If what's stopping you from going 
the South Beach way is all 

the diet-unfriendly food you get 
at home or in restaurants, 

Le Soufflé has the answer 


MAS MALAKAS, 
MAS MATINDI! 


Tinodo ang DXM' na pan 


ä Paa 
Ubos ang ubo at anumang kasama nilo! ”ejaireasan 


DENMARK: 4 
Promo Mall Tour * 


University. USA: It's harmiess 


And guaranteed. There Is no 
Starvation; no rigorous 
programs: You are guided all 
the way through your 
program. We guarantee your 
Feaults in writing and you 
‘only pay for the inches you 
lose, There are no monthly 
‘dues and no joining fees. 


RER 


per day 


on Full Fitness 


ONLY [IFETIME 


MEMBERSHIP. 


NO INTEREST. 
NO MONTHLY DUES. 
NO JOINING FEES, 


Enrollment 


PLEASE CALL THE CENTER NEAREST YOU FOR FREE BODY, SKN AND FIGURE ANALYSIS. 


Men 8 Women, try before 
you eriroll with a 
FREE TRIAL WORKOUT. 
Please call for appointment. 


CELLPHONE | 
09178984744 


ALABANG Carla/Rati B09 0356 
BINONDO Thelma/Melanie 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Sherry/Bheng 365-7653 
CEBU Riva 231-3254 

(GREENHILLS Blanca 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Heldih/Grace 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Tin 536-0619 


CALL US 


wuwslimmersworld.com.ph 
Inquired slimmersworld.com.ph 


MEGAMALL Sheila/enny 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Eleanor 887-1335. 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920, 
PASIG Kayelioe 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth 252-6514 

TRAFALGAR Breezy 814-0138 


SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 775058Q/09183917510 BINONDO 2470724/09178224499 GREENHILLS 7261526/09182112/32 
MALATE 5259691/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162473753 PASAY RD.8873530/09165320785 PASIG 6473814/09275341314 
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BYJESS ABRERA 
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WHAT ARE LOCKER ComBi- 
YOU NATION ON 
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A TYPICAL NEWBIE FRESH- 

| MAN MISTAKE. AS SOON AS 

| YOU Pick UP A BAR oF SOAP,| 
YOU'RE DEAD. YOU NEED 


[THAT NEVER GETS WASHED. 


IT ON SOMETHING 


‘CAN I WRITE IT ON. 
‘YOUR SWEATSHIRT, THEN? 


THAT'S WHERE So THAT'S 


BABY BLUES 
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BY PATRICK MeDONNELL 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 
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‘THE PORTLY ROLE 
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ARE SPREADING tHE 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're very honest, down-to-earth and unpretentious. You're a straight shooter. You say 
what you mean, and you mean what you say. Because of this, others respect you and listen to you when you 
peak You're good with money. Get ready fora fabulous year -perhaps one ol the best in your life. 


Birthdate of: 
ARIES (March 21 to 
@ April 19): You've been 
embroiled with old 
business related to chil- 
dren lately. Some of you 
have been similarly involved in 
past love affairs. From here on, 
move forward into new territory 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Family re- 
unions and dealing 
with old family matters 
have been a major fo- 
cus lately. Now your attention can 
turn to domestic issues that are fu- 
ture-oriented. 


lark Harmon, actor, Keanu Reeves, actor; 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You're going 
to feel much better 
starting today. Your 
ruler, Mercury, now 

goes direct. This means it feels like 

your life is back on track. Yay! 


CANCER (June 21 to 

July 22): Your efforts 

to earn money (and 
perhaps even to spend 
it) will be more effec- 
tive and productive 
starting today. Tackle your job, or 
your ob search, with renewed vig- 
ori 


salma Hayek, actress. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Starting today, 
your life will pick up 
‘with much more ener- 
gy and focus. Count on 

getting a lot done in the next 

month. You're ali fired up with 
ideas and grand plans. 


VIRGO (Aug, 23 to 
eB Sept. 22): Like Gemini, 
ng) you're ruled by Mer- 
Cury. When it goes ret- 


rograde (as it does 
three times a year) your life gets 
snarled up with delays and con- 


MIKROKOSMOS 


MAY DALAWANG MAGANDANG 


EPEKTO ANG NEWSPAPER 


PANGALAWA, 
NALILINIs NATIN 
ANG PALIGID 


fused communications. As of to- 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You can now move 


ACROSS 
1 German sub 


day, all that is over. 
forward with efforts to 
work with groups and 


6 Sali Lake state 
10 Wey 


friends. Whereas you 


14 Fish ish 
15 Shot letter 


might have been stalled in the wa- 
ter before, now you feel revved-up 


18 _ Stanley 
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17 Excuse of the 


uncooperative 
20 Dine grp. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Everything 


21 Hall-goat man 


having to do with your 


22 Fischers forte 
23 Actor Rip 


and raring to go! 
professional lite will be- 


‘come easier to manage 


24 Gilet shaver 
25 Excuse ol the 


now. Delays and confused com- 
munication are a thing of the past. 


‘uncooperative 


33 Bay window 
34 Borders 
35 Pirate's drink 


36 Kiddy taboo 


Move forward with confidence. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Travel de- 


37 Stur over 
39 Act dejected 


& lays and canceled plans 


40 Bus. lener abbr. 
41 Allis lost! 


= related to publishing 
and the media will di- 


428d Pain |5 
43 Excuse of the 


minish now. By contrast, your 
progress in these areas improves 


By Bruce Venzxe & Sieiia Daly 
Madison, WI 
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fantastically! Expect open doors all 
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56 Excuse of the 13 Boatly and 
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you need to move for- 


ward with details about 


on stage 23 Van Gogh's 


Shared property. You have finally | 


62 Point of brother 
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63 Fing 
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25 Heavy volume 
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poet 27 Unversity of 


settled some important issues t 
Feb. 18): Many of you 


Maine locale 


needed addressing. 
have run into ex-part- 


DOWN 28 Color 


í: ners and old friends. 


1 Leathernecks! 


29 Lucky people? 


Now it's time to move forward with 


30 Herded 
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38 Sets down 
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9 One of those 
gris 


44 Brass and 
pewter. a9. 
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composer 

49 Ads partner 

50 Nautius 
captain 

51 Traning rooms 


plans for parinerships and joint ef- 

forts to accomplish things. 

© and contusions that 
you have sullered at 


work in the past few months will 
now hugely diminish. Yay! Things 
can return to normal. 


52 Tournament 
passes 

53 Bear in the sky 

54 Decswe deleat 
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bnghiness 
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PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): The delays 
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_ LIFESTYLE 
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Travel is becoming an ordeal 


LEGISLATORS can do consumers a big service 
by coming up with a bill protecting the rights 
of people who travel by air, land or sea con- 
cers. 

Many passengers will agree with us that air 
travel alone is plagued with bad service, Pre- 
flight headaches, inconvenience due to tight 
security measures, adverse effects of can- 
celled and delayed flights and pilferage of 
items from luggage are just some of the has- 
sles passengers endure. 

Consider our recent experience. We sat for 
more than three hours at the Centennial ter- 
minal of the Philippine Airlines last week as 
our flight to Davao was delayed. So we start- 
ed making a mental note of air travel 
grievances sent to us by readers. We thought 
we could devote a whole issue on the subject. 

Three days later, as ill luck would have it, 
we were stuck once again—at the Davao air- 
port this time—for about four hours, waiting 
for the re-scheduled flight to Manila. No 
thanks to Philippine Airlines, instead of arriv- 
ing in Manila at about 8 p.m., we got off the 
plane at about 10 p.m., exasperated, hungry 
and tired. 


More complaints 

Readers have sent in these gripes: 

Aimee Lomarquez of Cebu has had enough 
of waiting for the refund on the unused PAL 
ticket of her mother, Helen Ramas. It is a re- 
turn ticket from Los Angeles to Cebu. She 
wrote that the ticket was handed last Febru- 
ary to Eagle Wings Travel and Tours Inc. In 
spite of constant follow-up, there's still no 
clear indication when she will get the refund. 
"How come it takes a long time to get a re- 
fund?” she asked. 

We called up the travel agency and found 


ETHE 
CONSUMER . 


Marietta Velasco 
Giron 


out from a certain Anna Nomus (032- 
2317391) that the application for ticket re- 
fund of H. Ramas was sent for further pro- 
cessing to the International Association of 
Travel Agencies in Makati. If we understood it 
right from Nomus, certain transactions of IA- 
TA member agencies, including requests for 
refund, have to be coursed through the asso- 
ciation. 

We called up IATA (8172552) and was as- 
sured by the woman in charge, Rose Valesa, 
that she would attend to the matter by calling 
up the travel agency. 

Several months ago, Singapore-based jour- 
nalist Millette Manalo Burgos (Kutilpa@hot- 
mail.com) related the hassles she and her two 
sisters experienced on their various trips. We 
are sharing her story so readers may learn 
from the sisters’ experience. Burgos, inciden- 
tally, is news editor of the Asia Pacific Broad- 
casting publication. 

She wrote, “My youngest sister and her son 
were at the check-in counter in Changi airport 
in Singapore. Aside from having to bear the 
ordeal of standing in a very long line, they 
had to deal with the airline company's 
counter personnel who insisted that my sister 
check in the luggage she wanted to hand-car- 
ry. It was a cabin luggage that met the size re- 
quirement (and should have been) allowed to 


be placed on the cabin's overhead compart- 
ment. When my sister insisted, the counter 
person told her to ask the Changi airport staff 
to check if her luggage was indeed of the right 
size. As she expected, the Changi people de- 
dared that it met the size requirement for 
cabin luggage and cleared it. 

Burgos’ own experience with an incompe- 
tent flight stewardess is common. She related, 
“| asked for a blanket as it was getting cold, 
with the plane cruising at 30,000 ft. The stew- 
ardess said there was no more blanket, and 
said she would just tum down the air condi- 
tioning, whatever that meant. Only when 1 
raised my voice did a blanket magically ap- 
pear.” Moral of the story: Bring a blanket or 
warm coat when you travel. 


Consumers be warned 

We will conclude the sisters’ travel stories 
next week. In the meantime, here's a reader's 
warning to consumers: "When you get a call 
from an unknown person who says you've 
won a gift certificate for 3 days and 2 
accommodation in a hotel chain, tell the 
caller right off that you are not interested. In 
our experience, the gift certificate was not 
free atall.” 

The reader added, “I made the mistake of 
promising the representative that 1 would re- 
tum her call after I consulted my husband. 
The representative called me later and when 
she found out that I was no longer interested, 
she gave mea rude tongue-lashing and insist- 
ed that I would have to pay the company for 
the gift certificate since the hotel accommo- 
dation had already been booked in my 
name.” 


E-mail the author at giron@mailstation.net 


THE MANILA Ladies Branch of the Inter- 
national Food and Wine Society an- 
nounces the extension of the deadline for 
the Doreen Gamboa Fernandez Food Writ- 
ing Award 2004 to not later than 5 p.m. 
Sept. 10. 

‘Theme of this years competition, which 
is co-sponsored by the Slow Food Manila 
Covivium, is “Traditional Filipino Cooking.” 

Each entry must be in English, from 
4,500 to 5,000 characters (800 words) 
and typed double-spaced on two pages of 


Deadline for food writing contest extended 


short bond paper. 

Each contestant should use a pen name 
for the byline and attach an envelope with 
information on the author, including real 
name, pen name, home address and tele- 
phone number, business address and tele- 
phone number (if employed), school name 
and address (and course, if in college), e- 
mail address, cell phone number, and fax 
number. 

Each contestant is allowed two entries 
with different pen names. 


‘Those who want to be entered in the spe- 
cial Student Category should indicate after 
their pen names that they are elementary, 
secondary or college students. 

Entries may be delivered by hand or 
special delivery—a receipt will be is- 
sued—to the Doreen Gamboa Fernandez 
Food Writing Award, Attn: IWFS MLB 
Awards Committee, PRISM, 5th floor 
PDAF Building, Sen. G. Puyat Avenue 
(near corner Edsa), Makati City. Call 
8958184. 


CITY Garden presents “Roast Carving Festi 


SULO Hotel features French Apple Pie as 
Cake of the Month. The pie is offered with 50 
percent off until Sept. 30 at the Patisserie. 
Mixed Shabu-Shabu is also available with 50 
percent off during dinnertime until Sept. 30. 
Call 9245051 to71. 


"this month. 


CHINESE MONK Casual Dining Restaurant offe 

Braised Duck, Black Bean Beef, Oriental Spareribs, Sherry Pork, 
Sweet and Sour Pork, Stuffed Tofu, Mushu Pork, Kung Pao dishes, 
Beijing Chicken, Crispy Noodles and Superior Dimsum. Chinese 
Monk is located at Ist level, Powerplant Mall, Rockwell Center, 


Makati. Call 8973785/ 8974129) 8969429. 


Festival of roasts 


‘THE CITY Garden Suites’ Café Miranda Restau- 
rant features the “Roast Carving Festival” this 
‘September for only P199 net during dinner 
(Monday to Thursday). The buffet includes 
soup, salad, fruits, side dishes and meat. City 
Garden Suites is at 1158A. 

Mabini St., Ermita, Manila. Call 


DINING OUT 


Talyasi Restaurant launches 

its Power Platter packages. Power Platter 1 
(serves one) offers Lechon Kawali, Beef Sirloin 
Steak, Chicken Adobo or Halabos na Hipon. 
Power Platter 2 (serves two) features Pinaputok 
na Pla Pla, Kare-kare Special, Beet Kaldereta. 
Power Platter 3 (serves three) has Pata 
Bawang, Sweet and Sour Lapu-Lapu. Lotus 
Garden Hotel is along A. Mabini Street, corner 
Padre Faura St., In Ermita, Manila. Call 
5221515. 


BURGOO American Bar and Restaurant intro- 


New line of snack item 


ENJOY the convenience of ready- 
to-eat dishes right off your 
shelves with the new Family 
Recipes. 

A product of Readyfoods Man- 
ufacturing Corp. (RFMC) of the 


sweetened 


Pascua family, the line includes 
champorado, nata de coco, kaong. 
Champorado is made with 


rice grains and cacao, 


and can be eaten even without 
sugar and milk. Nata de Coco and 


Kaong are available in red, white, 


and green. 


their own 


made halo- 


‘They can be eaten on 
or added to home- 
-halo. 


Family Recipes treats are now 


EG 


N 


weeks. Call 


g 


available at Landmark, all Robin- 
sons supermarkets, Shopwise and * 
other leading supermarkets nation- 
wide. Sampling stations will be set 
up in supermarkets in the coming 


8924206 or 8924207. — ownedenterprise. 


duces Great Food, Great Choices in its menu. 
This includes Louisiana Meatioaf, Southwest- 
ern Chicken Tenderloin, Tender Pork Marsala 
and Seafood Piccata. Burgoo is located at 310 
Tomas Morato Ext., South Triangle, Diliman, 
Quezon City; 3/L, Powerplant Mall, 
Rockwell Center, Makati; 2/L, The 
Podium, Ortigas Center, Mandaluy- 
ong. Call 9277424/ 8981815/ 
6875254. 


SPAMJAM presents the Jammin’ Asia delights 
like Spam Fried Rice, Spam Spring Rolls and 
‘Spam Oriental Greens. This promo is ongoing 
until October. 


CSB Hotel's Calé de Manille offers a buffet every 
Friday. For only P250 net, one gets soup, salads, 
four main dishes, roast chicken or pork loin from 
the carving station, and an assortment of pastries 
and fruits for dessert. CSB Hotel is located at the 
DLS-CSB Angelo King International Center, Arellano 
corner Estrada Streets in Manila. Call 4003333. 


CEO of Metro Pacific Corp. and Fort Bonifacio Development Corp. is 
chair of the board of Readyfoods Manufacturing Corp., a famil 
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DIFFERENT INTERESTS 
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Girlfriend material: local TV personalities No 
and Cathy Gabronino 
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Fashion forward females get free makeovers from Globe 
Glrifrlends' partner Avon. 


Fitness is a must for every Globe Girlfriend. 


csi jän 
Trendy styles for teenagers. 


Girl power was in the air as Globe Girlfriends kicked off its reign in the 
Queen City of the South with a day of fashion, fanfarc and all things female at 
the Ayala Center Cebu. 

Globe Girlfriends is an exclusive lifestyle club for women which empowers 
them with freebies and discounts on fashion, food, fitness, and fun from various 
establishments nationwide. 

Globe Girlfriends made a grand entrance into Metro Cebu with a motorcade 
that passed through the city’s bustling thoroughfares. The upbeat rhythm and 
movement of the Landonian tribe, a perennial Sinulog Festival favorite, set the 
pace for the pink and white caravan, as the Globe Girlfriends team, along with 
local TV personalities Nedi Avifiante and Cathy Gabronino, enjoined fellow 
Cebuanas to take part in the day's festivities. 

Welcoming Globe Girlfriends to town was none other than Cebu's grande 
dame herself, Governor Gwen Garcia, the province's only female governor to 
date. She and hef hip teenage daughter Clarissa formally opened the female fun 
fair at the Ayala Center Cebu's activity center, where Globe Girlfriends partner 
establishments provided freebies and discounts for ali Globe Girlfriends members. 
Fashion forward females availed-of the free makeover from Avon and the 
complimentary gift from Penshoppe, while fitness enthusiasts grabbed the chance 
to sign up for Slimmers World memberships for only half the price. Foodies took 
notes at the Maggi cooking demonstration, as their family and friends struck a 
pose at Colours Foto Shop's photo booth. 

Amidst all this fanfare was the live broadcast of popular regional noontime 
show Sabado na Gyud, which is co-hosted by Avifiante and Gabronino. The show 
paid tribute to the empowering spitit of Globe Girlfriends by presenting vignettes 


on Cebuanas who have successfully made their mark in their respective fields, 


most notably beauty queen Karla Bautista, multi-awarded professor Felisa Etimadi, 
and enterprising businesswoman Eva Santos. 

And to cap the day's celebrations, Globe Girlfriends staged a fashion show 
for girlfriends of all ages. Young girls donned cute yet chic outfits by Big and 
Small Co. and SPIN, while Penshoppe catered to teenage trends. More formal 
ensembles for the professional woman were presented by Sari-Sari Store, as the 
specialty boutique Havin’ A Baby showed motherhood in true Girlfriend style. 

‘Substance and style are the mark of a Globe Girlfriend. With numerous life- 
enriching activities such as empowerment seminars, cooking lessons, and girls’ 
nights out, as well as convenient text-based access to women-centered information 
and entertainmerit, Globe Girlfriends fosters connectivity among its members, 
modern independent women who know what they want, and want to have fun, 

. Indeed, Cebuanas can look forward to more empowering events and pampering 
privileges from Globe Girlfriends in the near future. For free membership, just 


+ text GIRLFRIENDS to 2209 and you've got it, girlfriend! 


Cobuanas aro Globe's latest Girlfriends. 
h y 
PT 


Garcia and her daughter about the parks and 
privileges of being a Globe Girlfriend. 
sap x 


‘Globe Giririends check out the latest handsets that fit 
their mobile lifestyle. 


Tho Sabado na Gyud hosts dance to the giri power groove. | 
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Glririends' Senior Product Manager 
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